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PREFACE. 




[HIS Volume is printed as a slight Me- 
morial of one who early enlisted himself 
under the banner of Christ, and who, 
during his short career on earth, proved by his 
consistent conduct and by the high Christian 
principles which actuated him on all occasions, 
that his Religion was not merely a profession, but 
that he was a sincere and devoted follower of the 
Saviour whom he so truly loved and valued. 

It has been suggested that Sermons, written by 
so young a person (many of them during school 
days) may serve to prove that the period of 
boyhood, however joyous, need not necessarily be 
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altogether thoughtless; and if the perusal of this 
little volume should lead some young minds to 
consider the great importance of "Remembering 
their Creator in the days of their youth," it will 
not have been printed in vain; and should the 
saving truths, set forth in these Sermons by one 
who has now passed from time into Eternity, be 
brought home to the heart of any one, to GoD 
be the Glory. 
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MEMOIR. 




HE subject of this little memoir was an 
only and fondly-cherished child. He 
was born on January 22nd, 1843 ; and 
his parents received him as a precious charge com- 
mitted to their trust to train for heaven ; and as 
such they endeavoured in faith to sow good seed in 
his young heart Their prayers oft his behalf were 
answered ; that seed was watered by God's blessing, 
and brought forth fruit 

He had good health, and a most happy, cheerful 
disposition, a retentive memory, and perhaps more 
than ordinary quickness and intelligence, which 
made learning to read easy work to him : and 
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when, at his earnest request, his mother began 
teaching him a few months before he was four 
years old, he made rapid progress and could soon 
read anything that came in his way. He early 
evinced a lively interest in whatever was connected 
with a clergyman ; and for several years one of his 
favourite amusements was to fancy himself the 
rector of a country village, and to carry out in 
imagination the various duties of a parish priest; 
sometimes visiting the sick and sorrowful, and 
administering to their comfort ; at others the 
management of a clothing club, or holding a 
missionary meeting ; and on every Sunday evening 
an imaginary class of children were catechised and 
instructed by him. All was done so seriously, and 
he so completely identified himself with what he 
imagined to be going on, that it was often difficult 
not to think that years had passed away, and that 
he really was what he fancied himself to be. 

It may be truly said, that from the age of four 
years his great wish was to be a clergyman, and 
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he never changed his mind. He was not taken 
to church till he could follow the service, which 
he did at four and a half years : and when not 
able to go to church his delight was to read the 
service to anyone left in chaiige of him, frequently 
adding a sermon of his own composing, which, 
simple as it was, served to show that he quite 
understood the religious instruction which he re- 
ceived, and knew how to apply the text and hymns 
which he had learnt. Writing sermons was always 
a favourite occupation both at home and at school ; 
and as he gave his mind to the subject and 
searched his Bible diligently, some even of his 
early productions are really both interesting and 
surprising ; and each year his advance in Bible 
knowledge, and his increasing interest in religion, 
were clearly discernible. 

His school career commenced when he was nine 
and a half years of age, and then he was placed at 
the Rev. J. D. Addison's, at Rodwell, near Wey- 
mouth ; and during the two years he was there, he 
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never returned home without a high character, and 
proofs of the approbation of his tutors. This was 
also the case at his next school, the Rev. P. H. 
Nind's, Woodcote House, near Henley-on-Thames ; 
from whence, after two years, he was removed to 
Eton, having in that period, as in his former school, 
become the head boy. 

It was whilst he was at Mr. Nind's, and just 
before the Christmas holidays of 1855, that it 
pleased God suddenly to deprive him of his be- 
loved father. He felt the event deeply: but from 
that time the warm affection which he had always 
evinced for both his parents seemed to be centred 
in his widowed mother, for whom nothing could 
exceed his tenderness and consideration. 

He remained at Woodcote till after the summer 
holidays of 1856, and left it with as high a character 
as he had brought from Rodwell, both his masters 
bearing testimony to the Christian principle which 
had on all occasions actuated his conduct; Mr. 
Addison saying " that he had never had occasion to 
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give him a reproving look," and Mr. Nind speaking 
of him " as a really good boy, in whose praise too 
much could not be said." 

Previous to his father's death it had been arranged 
that, upon leaving Woodcote, he should be placed 
with the Rev. J. L. Joynes, at Eton ; and certainly 
the five years spent there were some of the happiest 
in his life. He passed through the trials and 
temptations of a public school with principles 
strengthened rather than weakened ; and the evil 
with which he unavoidably came in contact created 
from the first no feeling but that of disgust; and 
thus he was mercifully preserved from all wish to 
partake in the evil from which his nature instinctively 
shrank. 

In 1 860 he stood for the "Newcastle Scholarship," 
and his name appeared in the list of the " Select." 
His pious gratitude for this unexpected success is 
evinced, by the following lines written hastily at the 
moment of excitement, and found after his death 
amongst his papers. 



xvi MEMOIR. 

Impromptu on reading my name in the List of the Select 

for the Newcastle, 

" Shall mercies, O my God, like these, 
Umiumbered though they be, 
Excite no love in my dull heart, — 
No gratitude to Thee? 

"A recompense I cannot give. 
Return I cannot make^ 
But oh, accept at least my love. 
For Christ my Saviour's sake ! " 

March 29, i860. 

At Christmas in this year he gained the first prize 
for " Richard's English Essay." The subject of the 
essay was " The History of Carthage." 

In 1 86 1 he again stood for the "Newcastle ;" and 
though he did not 'gain it, he was on that occasion 
head of the " Select ; " and the Newcastle Examiner 
told his tutor that his Divinity was very excellent. 
The questions that year related particularly to 
Practical Religion, and close knowledge of Bible 
teaching. 

At Easter this year, being now in the sixth form, 
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he left Eton with sincere r^ret on his part, and 
beloved and respected by all who knew him, as the 
following extract from Mr. Joyne's letter to his 
mother bears ample testimony. "Your son leaves 
Eton as few leave it, highly distinguished, popular 
with his friends, and above all, with the most ex- 
cellent character. I need not dwell on this: the 
feelings of a mother with regard to such a son are 
beyond the reach of words." 

He had worked hard ; and total rest of mind and 
body for a time would have been most beneficial 
for him, especially as he always suffered from hay 
fever, which is so weakening to the system: but 
such was his impatience to commence his career at 
Oxford, as leading to the fulfilment of his fondest 
wishes, that he went up to reside in May, having 
been previously entered at Exeter College. He 
was not disappointed in College life, which suited 
him in many respects, and he much enjoyed it; 
but unfortunately, from the first, the climate of 
Oxford disagreed with his health, especially in the 
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spring; and this was very apparent when he returned 
home at Easter in 1862, and hay fever laid stronger 
hold upon him than usual: however, having been 
greatly renovated by rest and sea air, he went up 
again in October; but when he returned home in 
December, he had manifestly lost ground; and he 
was so strongly advised by the medical men con- 
sulted not to risk another spring at Oxford, that he 
made up his mind most reluctantly to take his name 
off the books. The trial was a severe one, and 
keenly was it felt ; but it was received in a Christian 
spirit, and, bitter as the disappointment was, a 
murmur never escaped his lips. 

During the time that he was at Oxford, his cha- 
racter stood high ; and ere he had been there a 
year, Dr. Lightfoot, the Rector of his College, both 
wrote and spoke of him as a "young man who had 
conducted himself to his entire satisfaction, and 
that he felt sure that if he continued to work as he 
had done, and had good health, he could not fail 
to distinguish himself at the University ; " he men- 
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tioned that he had stood for a Scholarship, and that 
" he had passed a most creditable examination." 

His having been obliged, owing to the failure of 
his health, to leave Oxford, though it in some 
measure damped, by no means extinguished his 
long cherished hope of entering the Church, and he 
set himself to inquire from what other College he 
could be ordained. There were difficulties about 
several ; and before making up his mind he deter- 
mined upon touring in Scotland for a few weeks, 
as a plan which had been formed for his going 
abroad with a friend had failed. He set off in the 
middle of September, went as far north as Balmoral, 
and greatly enjoyed the beautiful scenery through 
which he passed. On his way south, in November, 
he stopped at York, intending to proceed from 
thence to Peterborough and Oxford before returning 
home: but a chill caught in York Minster proved 
more serious than was at first apprehended: and 
though his earnest wish to reach his own home 
was mercifully granted, more alarming symptons 
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supervened ; and at the end of ten short days, 
during which nothing could exceed his gentleness 
and patience, his pure and chastened spirit winged 
its happy flight to join the Church triumphant, 
there to rejoice for ever in the presence of that 
Saviour whom he so truly loved, and under whose 
banner he enlisted himself from his earliest youth. 
His death took place on the 26th day of November, 
1863, only a few weeks before he completed his 
twenty-first year. Deeply was he regretted by all 
who knew and loved him. 




A FEW EXTRACTS FROM 
LETTERS 

Written from School^ between the ages of 

Thirteen and Sixteen, 



WooDcoTE House. 

May %th, 1856. 

I AM sure, my precious mother, that this day has 
acted upon your mind in the same manner as it has 
upon mine, by bringing back many sad recollections 
of the past; but you can feel like me that my 
dearest father is doubtless spending a far happier 
birthday in heaven than all the love and affection 
of his friends could give him in this poor, mortal, 
fast decaying world. 

Oh, for that blessed time when we may hope to 
join him in those regions of everlasting bliss to 
which he has gone before, and led the way for us 
to follow ; to partake with him of those pleasures of 
which he is now partaking, and of those sweets of 
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which he is now tasting; to behold that Lamb of 
God, whom he is now beholding " face to face." 



"Oh, it wiU be joyful 
When we meet to part no more ! 



»» 



I know that such times as these more especially 
remind you of that dear one whom we have lost ; 
but then you have the comfort of feeling that he 
has been taken in mercy, and has only preceded 
us to the kingdom of heaven. How much worse 
would it have been if we had felt that he was taken 
in an unprepared hour, when, like some, his mind 
was set on things of this world, and not on things 
above. But now, thank God, we are sure that he 
was ready to die, and though his place is left empty 
to HS, it is only for a short time ; soon we shall be 
called to meet him in that land where mourning 
and sorrow shall be no more, and where " the Lord 
God shall wipe away tears from off all faces." Let 
us then prepare ourselves for that change when 
" this corruption shall put on incomiption, and this 
mortal shall put on immortality," and when our 
time shall come to deliver our account for every 
talent committed to us. 

Ever your most affectionate and dutiful son. 
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[Aged 13.) 

WooDcoTE House, 

May2(ithy 1856. 

My darling Mother, 

My thoughts have taken an unusually serious 
turn from the report that Palmer, of Rugeley, is 
condemned for poisoning; and I cannot but shudder 
to think what his prospects must be. Here is a 
man guilty of wilfully murdering his own wife^ his 
MOTHER, and two or three others, and who has 
hitherto firmly denied the charge ; but the verdict 
has been returned against him, and I heard on 
Saturday that a telegraph message had arrived at 
Reading, that afternoon, to say that he was to be 
hung this morning. Oh, what a condition is his! 
hurried into an awful eternity suddenly, and it is 
to be feared unexpectedly : I assure you that I 
have thought of nothing else hardly since Saturday ; 

and though it is only the report, yet I feel pretty 
certain that it is true. If you have taken an interest 
in the trial, you will, I think, feel so too. Oh, what 
a warning should we learn, from this unhappy man's 
fate, to prepare to meet God ! 

God grant him mercy at the eleventh hour ! 
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(Aged 14) 

Eton, 
Fibruaty 2nd, 1857. 

My darling Mother, 

I have heard of the sad event in » The 

deaths which occur almost every day to some of 
one's acquaintance, if not of one's immediate rela- 
tives, seem sent us as special messages from heaven 
to ask," Why should not you be the next summoned ?" 
"Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and 
not live." And though our natural impulse may 
be a wish to be taken ourselves, and join those dear 
ones who are gone before, still we must be assured 
that there is some good purpose for our being 
detained on earth, and that we are bound, while we 
are left, to do good in our generation, and to " wait 
all the days of our appointed time, until our change 
comes." I shall not fail to think of you on the 4th. 
I fear that day will be very painful to you, my 
precious mother, as recalling the unmarred happiness 
of fifteen years ago; yet you can compare that 
happiness which was with that which will bey when 
the Heavenly Bridegroom shall come, and you shall 
be called to meet Him, and to go to the marriage. 
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{Aged 15.) 

Eton, 

January 2yrd^ 1858. 

Many, many thanks, my beloved mother, for your 
dear affectionate wishes for yesterday. I always feel 
that a birthday is a particularly solemn and impor- 
tant day ; it is, in fact, another " New Year's Day." 

God grant that to me it may be the commence- 
ment of a spiritual year, and that it may add more 
to my "growth in grace." As time passes on I 
cannot but feel that another year of increased 
temptations has opened to me, some of which those 
only in my circumstances and position (as a public 
schoolboy) can know ; but I must trust to the same 
Fatherly Hand which has hitherto guided my steps 
in life, to give me strength to resist all the shapes 
and forms which Satan assumes to creep into the 
hearts of men, and thus I may in the end be " more 
than conqueror." 

I know how much you thought, and prayed for 
me yesterday, my own precious mother ; and I feel 
more and more how grateful I ought to be (and I 
hope I am) for the gift and privilege of stick a 
mother to love and cherish ; and I am sure that I 
cannot do better than repeat your own words, " God 
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grant that we may always be the comfort to each 
other that we have hitherto been." 

Eton, 
February, 1858. 

« 

My Tutor has just told me that there is to be a 
Confirmation here on March 27th, two days before 
the holidays ; so do you not think that I had better 
take advantage of it, as I may not have another 
chance for so long ? and besides, Easter Sunday 
would be such a nice day for our first communion 
together. I told my Tutor that most likely you 
would agree to my earnest wish, and he seemed so 
pleased ; and I know that he will take an interest 
in preparing me for that important ceremony; so 
if you are of my opinion (which I feel sure you 
will be) please enclose a little note to my Tutor in 
your next letter to me. It is such a pleasure to 
think that I may be confirmed before I see you 
again. God bless you! 

Eton, Febnmry, 1858. 

Sunday Evening. 

My dearest Mother, 

There cannot be a more suitable time than 
this to tell you how much I thank you for con- 
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senting to my wish of being confirmed. I feel that 
Confirmation is in itself a very solemn office, and 
ought not to be entered upon without due consider- 
ation and seriousness. It is, as it were, the door 
which admits one to a closer communion with God 
than was enjoyed previously, as it enables one to 
partake of the body and blood of His Son, and 
thereby to have nearer access to the Creator. It is 
a very great pleasure to me to feel that ere long, 
by God's grace, I may be permitted thus to enter 
the "Holy of Holies," and partake of the "sacred 
feast which Jesus makes ;" and earnestly do I pray 
(and I know, dearest mother, that you will pray for 
me) that I may be enabled diligently to prepare 
myself for the responsible situation, in which I hope 
soon to be, where I shall undertake in my own 
person what was once undertaken for me, "to 
renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
to continue Christ's faithful soldier and servant unto 
my life's end." I cannot be blind to the immense 
responsibility of confirmation. It is, in fact, re- 
peating and ratifying a covenant with God, and 
openly declaring your intention and determination 
to "serve Him truly;" and when one feels one's 

entire insufficiency to do this of oneself, one must 
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rely more than ever on the support of God's Holy- 
Spirit to strengthen the natural weakness of our 
hearts. I am so glad that Easter day will be my 
first sacrament day, and as (D.V.) we shall go home 
the day after the confirmation, you will be with me. 
Now, God bless you, my own precious mother. 

Ever your most loving and dutiful. 



Eton, 

March, 1858. 

While I was reading in my Greek Testament this 
afternoon, I was forcibly struck with a passage in 
the last verse of Chap. vii. of Acts, where, after 
speaking of St. Stephen's intercessory prayer, our 
version reads, "and when he had said this he fell 
asleep ; " whereas it should be translated (according 
to the literal meaning of the Greek words) "He 
was lulled to sleep." I think that you will, like 
me, be struck with the beautiful idea which this 
word conveys of the intense calmness of St 
Stephen's death ; as if, in defiance of the wrath of 
his persecutors, and the lingering pain which stoning 
must have caused, the heavenly vision which he 
saw lulled and soothed him into a calm and gentle 
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sleep, from which he would awake in the arms of 
his Lord and Master. 



Letter to a Schoolfellow, 

Brighton, 
December^ 1855. 

My dear B, 

How shall I express my grief on hearing, on 
my arrival here, that the earthly tabernacle of my 
beloved father was all that was left us. His spirit 
took its flight to God who gave it, on Monday 
morning, about seven o'clock. He died suddenly, in 
perfect peace, and was, thank God, spared the pain 
of parting, which we have great cause to be thankful 
for ; and we doubt not that he is now in the regions 
of eternal bliss and happiness, with God his Maker. 
My dearest mother is as well as can be expected, 
and is enabled to look upward for comfort to the 
"Rock of ages," and to feel that her heavenly 
Father had doubtless some good cause in store, 
though unknown to us, for thus deeply afflicting us. 
Two of my uncles and two aunts arrived on 
Monday and Thursday, which is of course a great 
comfort to us. We think of returning home on 
Tuesday; and on Thursday the funeral will take 
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place, and my dearest father will be laid in the 
family vault. What a strong proof such sudden 
death is of the Almighty power of God ! It shows 
how totally we should lean upon Him every 
moment of our lives. How necessary was the 
exhortation, " Trust in the Lord for ever," — ^*' Lean 
not on thine own understanding." I know how 
kindly you and Walter will feel for and sympathize 
with my dearest mother and myself ; and you can 
pray for us too, that that God, who has promised 
to be the friend of the fatherless and widow, will 
be our friend, and that we may find joy and comfort 
in looking up to Him in this world ; and that 
finally He will receive us into that blessed and 
eternal kingdom whither my dearest father is gone 
before us. . Give my best love to Walter, and 
Believe me. 

Your affectionate and sorrowing friend. 

Letter to an Aunty on her becoming a widow, 

^August ly/sft, 1856. 
I HAVE been unwilling to intrude upon you before, 
my dearest Aunt, but now I will endeavour to write 
a few lines of sympathy and comfort, which may 
find admittance into your overburdened heart. 
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* 

By the time you get this, the last honours paid 
to the dear departed will be over ; and you will feel 
that peace and repose which will of course show 
you, more than it has hitherto, your desolate and 
lonely position. And yet not altogether lonely : " I 
am not alone," saith the Saviour, "because the 
Father is with me." 

What a mercy that you are able to think of 
dear uncle's present lot, as a calm succeeding a 
troubled sea. A voice well known to him has said 

■ 

to him, " Peace : be still." The burden of the flesh 
has been removed ; the shock of com, ripe for the 
harvest, has been gathered into the garner. 

How applicable to him is that passage in Psalm 
xxiii. : " Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death." Death had no sting for him. 
The change from mortality to immortality was merely 
" the shadow of death." A glorious change : one 
moment in this world, the next in another I His life 
was a continual "looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of his faith ; " and therefore his rest 
is glorious. 

What a comfort there must be in looking on to 
the blessed reunion which you will both experience 
in the kingdom of God. At present your heart 
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naturally, asks, " What shall I do without him ? " 

But, with God's blessing, you will, I know, be 
supported through this heavy trial. "One" being 
" taken " is, of course, a sorrow to " the other left." 
Yet there will be a happy meeting hereafter with 
relations and with God. 

May He of His infinite mercy grant you patience 
and comfort under this heavy affliction ; and in the 
multitude of your griefs may His peace and conso- 
lation visit your soul. 

My dearest mother begs me to say that she is 
much pleased with the passage you pointed out in 
" Hymns and Potms." I hope Aunt Fanny keeps 
well : what a comfort she must be to you ! But now 
I will conclude this mournful letter. God bless you, 
and support you througli all you will have to do, and 
bring you at last to the haven of everlasting rest 
and peace, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Believe me. 

Your affectionate Nephew. 

Sunday evening. — I was so reminded of dear 

Uncle's joyful change, when Mr. preached to-day 

on the words, " Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of His saints." 
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ADVENT, i86f. 

"Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou south ; blow upon my 
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out Let my beloved come 
into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits." — Song of Solomon iv. i6. 




CE more we seem to hear the Church on 
Earth lifting up her voice in the season of 
Advent, and calling upon Him whom her 
soul loveth, to come and manifest Himself 
in the flesh. Again does she seek her Beloved 
among the " shepherds* tents : " again is she arraying 
herself in her bridal robes, and going forth to meet 
her Lord. And the nearer we approach to Christ- 
mas, the more earnest sounds, or ought to sound, 
her voice : " Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, 
where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to 
rest at noon ; " until, on the dawning of the longed- 
for day, she hears His well-known voice of love, and 
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exclaims, in the rapturous burst of her Christmas 
song, " The voice of my beloved ! behold, he cometh 
leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills." 
" The winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; the 
flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the singing 
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard 
in our land." 

But ere He come it is no less her pleasure than her 
duty to endeavour to prepare herself and the hearts 
of her children for His august presence ; so that she 
may be able to " rejoice with exceeding great joy," 
and present her people to Him, the yearning "travail 
of His soul," as a *' peculiar people, a holy nation, a 
chosen generation." And thus she has devoted four 
solemn weeks to remind us of our own duty at the 
return of another Christmas-tide ; and she would 
have us all gird up our loins, and light our lamps, 
that, when the Bridegroom cometh, we may go forth 
joyfully, and prepared to meet Him. 

Let then this preparation of ourselves for the near 
commemoration of our Master's coming, be the sub- 
ject of a few very practical considerations which we 
may well adduce from the language of the text And 
we observe, that it first treats of the means by which 
the Church would effect this preparation ; and then 
contains an earnest invitation to her spouse to come, 
and cheer her by His presence. "Awake, O north 
wind ; and come, thou south ; blow upon my garden. 
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that the spices thereof may flow out Let my beloved 
come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits." 

The Church here, as in many other passages, com- 
pares the hearts of her children to a garden, which it 
is her interest and desire to get into order and full 
bloom before the coming of her Lord. She seems 
to imply that her garden is well stocked with seeds ; 
that the germs of the future flowers have been duly 
sown ; but that the plants are backward in coming 
up ; that the green shoots do not show themselves 
above ground as soon as she had a right to expect. 
Her spices, she complains, do not flow out as freely 
or as richly as she hoped ; and she seems to fear 
that her beloved will appear before her garden is as 
bright and lovely as she intended. She therefore 
calls earnestly on the wind to aid her in her trouble: 
the north wind to "awake," and strengthen the young 
plants for the variations of the weather; and the 
south wind to " come," and " blow upon her garden," 
that by its genial influence the tender plants may 
venture to lift up their heads, and in the gentle 
breath of the early spring may burst forth in all their 
varied loveliness. Simple and beautiful and most 
natural as this picture is, it is well adapted to teach 
us a lesson of importance. " Consider the lilies," was 
the advice of Him who " feedeth among the lilies ; " 
and we may w6ll stop to learn a lesson from the 
common gems of nature which help to make our 
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world so richly beautiful, and to see in them an 
image and an emblem of ourselves. 

We, as members of the catholic Church, have 
been, by Holy Baptism, transplanted from the waste 
wilderness of sin into the garden of our Lord's de- 
light. We have each of us been set there in the 
rich and fertilizing soil of grace, watched with care, 
watered with dew from Heaven, tended with even 
a Father's love. But do we grow in grace ? do we 
daily send forth fresh shoots, and put forth fresh 
leaves, and fresh blossoms } or are we but bare and 
barren stems, wreathed with not one verdant leaf, 
crowned with not one opening flower } Great cause, 
alas ! has our mother Church to fear that we, her 
children, shall not be worthy of her Spouse when 
He cometh. Great cause has she to fear that we, 
her chosen plants, shall not be green and flourishing 
when the Master of the garden shall come to receive 
of His fruits. Too many of us are like the thorns 
and briers which only cumber the ground, and fill 
up the place that might be occupied by better and 
worthier trees. Too few are as the choice flowers, 
which repay all the care, and labour, and watchful- 
ness of the gardener by an early and luxurious 
produce. How shall we be meet for the Master's 
presence ? How shall we be fit to adorn His garden, 
if we are making no progress from day to day : no 
spiritual advancement; no real, vital growth.^ never 
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shooting up higher, never becoming stronger in the 
stem ; never putting forth one tender bud, nor one 
bright flower ! Oh, we must all pray earnestly for 
the blast of the " north wind " and the breath of the 
" south wind " to blow upon us, and make us more 
fruitful, more useful, more worthy of our high posi- 
tion and privileges ! 

Wind, we know, is a common Scripture metaphor 
of the working of the Holy Spirit in the heart of 
man : " The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it Cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that 
is born of the Spirit. " It is the indwelling power and 
energy of the Spirit that alone can make us vigorous 
and fruitful ; this alone can make us growing Chris- 
tians. First we must ask for the " north wind : " for 
the powerful and startling working of the Spirit as 
the convincer of sin ; for the keen blast of conviction 
to blow away all our pride, and self-conceit, and in- 
dependence, and presumption ; and leave us exposed 
to our own sight as weak and helpless creatures, un- 
able, even for a moment, to stand upright of ourselves 
or our own strength ; ever ready to fall ; ever falling ; 
and, but for God's infinite mercy, ever fallen. There 
must be the power of the cutting wind thoroughly to 
carry away all our dross ; to sift the chaff from the 
wheat, and blow away all the dust and dross that 
still adheres to our corrupt and sinful hearts ; till it 
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leaves us bare and naked in our own sight, and ex- 
posed to the fierce wrath of an offended God. And 
then, when this has been effected, comes in the soft 
and gentle breath of the ** south wind:" the same 
Spirit who just now revealed Himself as the stern 
and uncompromising reprover and convincer of sin, 
when He has finished that work of arresting the 
sinner and bringing him to his senses again, blows 
softly upon his wounded and melted heart, and 
breathes words of peace and comfort to his troubled 
soul. He whose office it was to " reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment," came 
also as the Comforter from heaven, who was to bring 
all the loving words of Christ to remembrance, to 
console the hearts of His bereaved apostles. And 
so does He ever come to the sinner's heart ; first to 
convince him of his sin, his distance from grace, 
to arrest him in his thoughtless career; and then 
does He come to bind up the heart which He has 
wounded, and to pour the oil of the Gospel promises 
on the troubled waves of the conscience-stricken 
penitent. This is the power, the two-fold power, 
>vhich is needed to make the garden meet for the 
coming of the Beloved : and the two-fold power of 
the Spirit we all need to enable us to welcome the 
Advent of our Redeemer as we ought. But have 
we felt the power } Do we know how vile, how sin- 
ful we all of us are } Do vf^feel it } Oh, if we have 
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felt the convincing ^QwtT of the Spirit, we must know 
something of His soothing, soft, persuasive power. 
The winter mtist give way to spring : the north 
winds cannot always blow : and in proportion as the 
blast of conviction was keener, the gentle breathings 
of blessed assurance and peace will be all the more 
congenial to our souls. 

If ever we have felt more than at other times the 
weight and heinousness of our sins ; if ever we have 
seen ourselves in our true light, stained with wilful 
and persistent transgression ; if ever we have been 
brought to feel how thoroughly unworthy we are 
of the love and mercy of God, that was the power 
of none other than the Spirit. He quickens, — He 
arouses, — He convinces : He lays bare the sinner's 
heart, and shows us to ourselves. But then, when 
we have been humbled and bowed down with the 
consciousness of sin ;• when we have deeply felt our 
extreme need of pardon, but yet our utter unworthi- 
ness of pardon, — then breathes He upon our souls 
the soft breath of heavenly love, and whispers to us 
of pardon, peace, and glory to come. Then, when the 
heart is heavy, are we fanned with gentle gales, laden 
with the spicy fragrance of Gilead's balm, — then, 
when sin seems blackest, and hope far distant, come 
the sweet "south winds" of heaven, telling of perfect 
love and perfect happiness in the bright land from 
whence they blow. 
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If ever, in affliction's darkling hour, we have felt 
the special preciousness of Christ to our souls ; if 
ever, in the day of sickness, we have known the sup- 
port of heavenly consolation, and a sympathy not of 
this world, it was then that we have with most de- 
light, felt the quickening breath of God's own blessed 
Spirit. But then, remember, every blessing brings 
its own responsibility. And if we have been thus 
favoured; if we have been thus planted deep in 
God's garden of grace ; if we have been exposed to 
these counter-influences, both of which "worketh 
that one and the self-same Spirit," — we must bear in 
mind that " the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal : " and then comes the 
question, Have we profited } The wind has blown 
upon us : did we gladly and thankfully expose our- 
selves to its ripening power .? The fig-tree, in our 
Lord's parable, had felt the " north winds " of many 
a winter, and the " south winds " of many a spring, 
and yet it was a barren tree ; and we know that 
the doom of barren trees is indelibly and unalterably 
fixed : "Cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground ?" 
Many are our opportunities now ; but how long they 
will be ours we know not Our Saviour once said 
to a tree which bore leaves but no fruit, " No man 
«at fruit of thee hereafter for ever." What a lesson 
is this to those who are ever putting off improve- 
ment, who are ever just going to amend their ways : 
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sometimes they are cut off before they begin ; some- 
times, when they are saying, "We will begin to- 
morrow," God says to them, " You shall not begin 
to-morrow," for "this night your souls shall be 
required of you." Oh, if we have thus been habitu- 
ally putting off doing good, either to our own selves 
or to others, pray we this night for the searching 
power of the Spirit's " north wind " to startle us, to 
awaken us, to frighten us into a sense of our folly, 
our danger : or else we shall never know the soothing 
influences of that other wind, — the calm and peace- 
ful assurance within our souls of pardon now, and 
acceptance and glory hereafter. 

But if God has already vouchsafed to lead us to 
seek for reconciliation in the atoning blood of His 
Son, joyfully shall we join in that earnest invitation 
which forms the second part of our text, and our 
subject : " Let my beloved come into His garden, and 
eat His pleasant fruits." 

The bride, it would seem, having prayed for the 
strengthening power of the "wind" to blow upon her 
" garden," and encourage the tender plants to bud 
forth, conscious that without that all her care and 
watchfulness would profit nothing, now calls upon 
her spouse to come quickly to her love, and partake 
of the fruits which she had been so pleasingly en- 
gaged in storing up for him. 

Sabbath after Sabbath, throughout the past year. 
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has the Church been crying out for the genial influ- 
ence of the Spirit : week after week has she taught 
her children to call upon their Heavenly Father, and 
say, "Take not Thy Holy Spirit from us:" and now 
she calls upon her Lord to reveal Himself again in 
the hearts of his people, " God manifest in the flesh." 
Again is the commission of sovereign love pro- 
claimed through the vaults of heaven : " Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people." Again does the Church on 
earth recognize the bright light in the eastern sky, 
and her walls re-echo with joyful hosannas : " Blessed 
is He that cometh." 

Her great delight seems to be that her Lord will 
now be able to test, as it were, her love, by the gifts 
which she has been treasuring up for Him. She asks 
Him to come and " eat His pleasant fruits," the pro- 
duce of that garden which is His by possession, and 
hers by inheritance : that " vineyard of the Lord of 
Hosts," of which she is the steward, appointed to 
train and nourish the young plants with a mother's 
care, till the " Lord of the vineyard " shall come to 
receive of His own. And she seems to imply by 
this, that she would have been vexed and disap- 
pointed, if, after all her labour, and her care, and 
her attention, her Lord had come and not found any 
fruit in His garden. 

Soon is Christ to come again to His Church : not 
now visibly present in the cradle at Bethlehem, but 
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known and felt in the hearts and memories of His 
ransomed people : soon, veiy soon, will the courts of 
the Lord's house be ringing with the glad Christmas 
note. " The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise/' 
The Lord of the vineyard cometh ; but He comes to 
too many as He went up to that fig-tree by the way- 
side, " if haply He might find fruit thereon." Plenty 
of leaves were there ; the boughs and branches laden 
with the appearance of fertility: but "the tree is 
known by its fruits ; " and therefore all the leaves in 
the world could not save that tree from the wither- 
ing blast of the Master's curse. 

And can we be contented or satisfied to rest 
quietly and at ease, while this very scene is repeated 
over the barren fig-trees of our hearts.? Can we, 
now that the wheels of Christ's chariot are heard 
once more hastening over the everlasting hills, can 
we stand still, like Moses, and "see this great sight," 
and not tremble } Shall not the end of so many of 
our brethren arrest and alarm us } Can we hear of 
men cut off in the prime of a godless life, going 
down to a hopeless grave, and not ask ourselves 
how it would have been if we had been cut off, and 
the others spared } What if Christ should come this 
Christmas-tide, and find no pleasant fruits in us } no 
spices flowing out } What if He should find us doing 
nothing for Him } Daily praying " Thy kingdom 
come," and yet doing absolutely nothing for the 
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extension of that kingdom ? What, if He should 
find us not one step nearer to Heaven than we were 
a year ago ? What, if we are not so near as we were 
then ? Oh, these are the dark shadows which that 
great and glorious coming event casts before it ! 
These are thoughts which we dare not despise : 
voices of the night to which we dare not turn a 
deaf ear. 

And if we are joining in the yearning call of 
the Church for the arrival of her beloved, without 
feeling any personal interest in Christ, or any per- 
sonal love for Christ, how must our consciences 
convict us of the grossest hypocrisy in the sight 
of God. 

Though we cannot now welcome Him as the Gen- 
tiles did, with "gold, and frankincense, and myrrh," 
surely we may bring some humble offering of love 
and devotion; some bright flowers of Christian graces 
wherewith to strew His path. Shall we refuse Him 
the frankincense, the free-will offering of a heart 
made subservient in all things to His will } Affec- 
tions cleansed and purified from the contamination 
of the world } a soul made meet to be His temple ? 
Shall we deny Him that which in His sight is more 
costly than the choicest gold of Ophir, — a living faith 
in His nature. His merits. His atonement, and His 
prevailing intercession ? Shall we not " present our 
bodies a living sacrifice," more fragrant, teeming with 
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a sweeter savour, than the finest myrrh that Arabia's 
fertile gardens can produce? This, surely, is the 
" spice " of which the bride speaks here, and which 
she prays may " flow out ; " like the incense of our 
faithful and earnest prayers, exuding and bursting 
forth almost spontaneously from the healthy stem 
of a believer's soul, diffusing around the grateful 
odours of love and trust and " peace in believing." 

This is the " pleasant fruit " that will amply repay 
the fostering care of the Church in feeding our souls, 
week by week, with the true, the living bread of life. 
These are the offerings that the Saviour loves, and 
by which He is glorified. Joyfully, if we possess any 
of these, may we invite Him to come " in the midst 
of the years," and " revive His work ;" joyfully, when 
He comes, may we hail Him "that is born King of 
the Jews." 

But humbly and fervently let us pray tliat we may 
be made each day the special objects of the Spirit's 
power, and "that all things belonging to the Spirit," 
all Christian graces and Christian virtues " may live 
and grow " in us : so shall we be able fully to enter 
into the holy joy and the exultation of this most 
blessed festival. So shall we spend a far happier 
Christmas than the world around us ; and so, when 
the Lord shall come a second time in visible and 
awful majesty, shall we be presented as "pleasant 
fruits," to be transplanted from this our temporary 
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and uncertain resting-place into the everlasting pa- 
radise of our God. 

But, lastly, that our own happy feelings and happy 
associations at this time may not lead us entirely to 
forget those whose Christmas-tide, for this year at 
least, is darkened with the billowing clouds of un- 
looked-for sorrow, pray we for our Queen, for her 
family ; that they, who have so lately felt the keen 
and cutting blast of the chill " north wind " of trial 
and tribulation, may even now be breathed upon by 
the gentle " south wind " of consolation and support ; 
that He who has wounded will vouchsafe to heal ; 
and that the Father's hand may be faithfully and 
thankfully traced in the dark mysterious labyrinths 
of His own most blessed will. 

Thus will the light be found to shine most brightly 
in a dark place: thus will they, who have, until 
lately, seemed to drink so deeply of the good wine 
of this world's pleasures, prosperity, and success, 
find, that He who mixes every cup, and apportions 
to every one his proper draught, has " kept the good 
wine until now." 

One mighty tree has been suddenly and unexpec- 
tedly transplanted into that higher garden ; and wide 
does the gap appear where it so lately stood ; sad and 
lonely those clustering plants are drooping which, 
till now, have been protected by its shadow; so 
spreading were its branches that the face of the 
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whole garden is changed and altered. A bright star 
of Christian example has set in this lower firmament. 
And why ? Surely to show us that the highest earth- 
ly position and rank is in no way incompatible with 
a holy, a practical life ; that royalty itself is not 
exempt from the common lot of man ; that if some 
of those, who are " clothed in purple and fine linen," * 
lift up their eyes in the endless torments of hell ; 
there may be, there are others who strive to live as 
brilliant " lights in the world ; " who feel that the 
higher the hill on which their city is set, the more 
conspicuous is their whole character, conduct, and 
life ; and who are carried at last by holy angels into 
** Abraham's bosom," to be " Kings and Princes unto 
God " for ever and ever. 
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ST. THOMAS'S DAY, 1862. 

" Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." 

John XX. 29. 

[HERE is something significant in the fact 
that St Thomas's Day falls, not, as we 
might have expected, within a few days 
of Easter^ but within four days of the 
Christmas anniversary. Coming, as he does, so 
prominently forward in the narrative of the circum- 
stances connected with our Lord's resurrection, we 
might have looked for his festival near the time 
when we specially commemorate that resurrection ; 
instead of which we are ordered to keep holy a day 
in the season of Advent in remembrance of him. 
And beneath what seems at first sight a strange 
appointment, there lies a deep lesson of gravest 
moment. Advent is a season of preparative con- 
templation ; a time when the Church stands on her 
watch-tower ready to welcome her new-born Lord : 
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a time of trimming of lamps, and girding of loins, 
that she may go forth joyfully to meet " God mani- 
fest in the flesh." And so it is a time when each 
one should look into the dark chambers of his heart, 
and see whether he is ready to receive the new-bom 
Saviour, and to welcome Him again with a holy 
Christmas welcome. And one very important part 
of this search and self-investigation is the inquiry, 
"What is my own individual notion of this Redeemer 
whom I profess to know and to serve .^" The 
importance of such a question is clear from our 
Lord Himself suggesting it to His own Apostles: 
" Whom do men say that I am ? " A Scriptural 
recognition of the true character of the Christ is 
the surest foundation of a saving faith. And the 
history of the doubt and hesitation of one who 
lived so near to Christ as St. Thomas stands forth 
as a powerful warning and help to us, " who have 
not seen," but still profess to believe in the Incar- 
nate God. 

In order that we may have a more definite idea 
of the Apostle's fault, we will compare his case 
with that of another faithful follower of the Lord, 
— Mary Magdalene. To both of them their Master 
appeared after He had risen ; but to Mary He said, 
"Touch me not;'' while He specially invited and 
commanded Saint Thomas to touch Him : " Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and reach 
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hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side." How, 
then, are we to account for this apparent inconsis- 
tency ? The fact is, that both persons recognized 
and acknowledged their risen Lord ; but only in a 
partial and one-sided way. Mary, when He ap- 
peared to her in the garden of the sepulchre, at 
first took Him for the gardener ; and when He had 
convinced her by pronouncing her name, in the first 
transport* of her joy she exclaimed " Rabboni ! " 
(which is to say, "Master"); and, no doubt, fell 
down in joyous adoration before Him ; and, as the 
Eastern custom was, would have held His sacred 
feet, lest He should again slip out of her sight. At 
all events, her word of greeting was " Master." She 
saw in Him the same Man whom she had before 
been wont to call her " Master." She saw in Him 
that^ and that only, which she had seen before His 
death. In a word, she recognised Him only in His 
humanity. So great was her delight at the recovery 
of her loved Master that she thought not of the 
change that had taken place ; thought not how or 
why it was that He who had been buried now stood 
before her; she thought not of the Deity hitherto 
so often dormant within Him, but now majestically 
predominant; she saw before her Him for whom 
she had sorrowed as without hope, and she would 
fain have detained Him with her for ever. To cor- 
rect her error, Jesus says, "Touch me not!" Handle 
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not my glorified body with a merely carnal touch. 
Touch me not now as if I were but a man; but 
when I am ascended to the right hand of the Father, 
then, and then only, touch me by faith and love ; the 
co-equal Son of the Infinite God. 

Saint Thomas erred on the opposite side. When 
the other Apostles told him that they had " seen 
the Lord," he refused to believe unless he had 
ocular and tangible proof of the fact. He did not 
deny that Christ was risen, but he would not be- 
lieve that the very Body which had been crucified 
and buried was again restored to life. He does 
not ask for proof of the fact of the resurrection: 
he believes that: but he cannot believe that the 
original human Body is risen as perfectly human as 
before its death. Probably he fancied that the ap- 
pearance of the Lord to his brother Apostles was a 
spiritual appearance : only a similitude of His form ; 
not an actual corporeal presence ; and so he refuses 
to believe in the humanity of the risen Body, though 
he does not deny that as God and not man, Christ ^ 
may have appeared. His fault, then, was just the 
reverse of that of Mary Magdalene. She made too 
much of our Lord's humanity ; he lost sight of it 
altogether. His reason failed, and therefore his 
faith failed too. But in tenderness to His doubting 
Apostle the loving Jesus vouchsafes the proofs 
which he demanded; and He who had said eight 
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days before to one disciple, " Touch me notl' invites 
another to come near and touch Him. And this is 
still further brought out in the terms in which the 
two address their risen Lord. Mary, as we have 
seen, exclaimed at once " Rabboni ; " accosting Him 
by the familiar name she had been accustomed to 
apply to her Master, which was after all but an 
earthly title; Saint Thomas, as soon as he has 
proved to his own satisfaction the true humanity 
and identity of his Lord, exclaims, " My Lord and 
my Godr Thus he recognises both natures united 
in Christ. Before he had refused to believe that 
the other Apostles had seen the Lord; now he vo- 
luntarily accosts his Master by that very title, and 
thus acknowledges that the same Jesus who was 
crucified had indeed risen again, and by that resur- 
rection had proved Himself to be very God. 

Saint Thomas erred, then, because he walked not 
hy faith but by sight. He had not seen ; and there- 
fore he would not believe; his faith was not strong 
enough to stand when once his reason gave way. 
And herein he is set forth to us — to the Church in 
every age — as a striking example and warning. 
With regard to the whole chain of circumstances 
connected with our Lord's life, we stand on the same 
footing as Saint Thomas did in respect of one event. 
We were not present when Jesus came. We were 
not there in those outlying pastures of Judea when 



:ST. THOMAS'S DAY, 21 

the angelic light dispersed the shades of night, and 
the heavenly messenger sent the Jewish shepherds 
to adore their King. We have seen no bright 
eastern star leading us, as the magi of old, to the 
threshold of that stable where lay the infant Jesus. 
We stood not by the atoning cross when ** there was 
darkness over all the land;" nor gazed affrighted 
into the depths of the empty tomb. And yet we 
all alike profess a firm and sure faith in Jesus 
Christ, God's only begotten Son, our Lord. But if 
we were asked the simple question, " Why do you 
believe in Jesus } " perhaps we might hesitate at the 
answer. We feel that we have a good reason in 
ourselves (God forbid that it should be otherwise) ; 
but that is not enough : St. Peter says that we must 
be " ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh us a reason of the hope that is in us." 
It may be that we have never seriously asked our- 
selves the question ; or if we have, we have not felt 
able to express to our own satisfaction the true 
reason. And if sometimes we have experienced a 
longing for the Saviour's presence ; and sighed over 
our own coldness and indifference to Him; and 
wished that we could think of His love, and dwell 
upon the thought with the same comfort and delight 
that true believers find in the contemplation ; it is 
likely that one thing, at least, that prevents us is 
this, — that we have never taken pains to ask ourselves 
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what our mental notion of our Master, in His cha- 
racter and office, really is. Such an inquiry we 
should make specially our own now: if we have 
already asked the question, Christmas bids us re- 
peat it ; if we have not asked it before, Christmas 
bids us ask it now. To all of us who believe in an 
unseen Saviour, Christmas comes with the solemn 
query, " What think ye of Christ ? " 

If there were no such festival in the calendar as 
Christmas, men might have some excuse for being 
perplexed and baffled at the contemplation of the 
infinite God. But Christmas speaks to us of that 
which is as a ladder to our feeble faith ; it tells us 
of an incarnate God. Christ was made man in 
order that His people might know Him as a man ; 
that in all their human occupations, and human 
efforts, and human anxieties, they might think of 
Him as having trode the very same path before 
them. But the question just now is not so much 
what we think of Christ as why we think of Him at 
all; why we believe in Him ; why we call Him our 
Saviour, our Deliverer, our Mediator, and our Judge. 
Let those who are at a loss for a clear and rational 
answer to such questions, take the Bible into their 
hands. Let them trace through the whole course of 
Old Testament history, and psalmody, and pro- 
phecy; let them rec(^nize the mighty fact that 
each and every event in that mysterious chain of 
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providential agency points onwards into the dark 
vista of futurity, and marks out some one of the 
sons of men as its antitype, its fulfilment, and its 
end: let them weigh well the character, as there 
described, of this expected potentate : and then 
let them turn to the pages of the Gospel, and com- 
pare the vast body of prophecy, the whole array of 
Mosaic ceremonial, with "the Man Christ Jesus:" 
and let them say, with all the light of reason and 
subtle scrutiny to boot, if He is not the Man " of 
whom Moses, in the law and the prophets, did 
write." Or else let them tell us who is. Or again, 
to take the simple history of the facts. We have 
before us a carpenter's son, born in a stable at 
Bethlehem, the son of poor parents ; and yet this 
humble infant is visited by men from the East, 
renowned for their learning, who come all the way 
from Arabia or Persia, simply because they have 
seen a peculiar star in the heavens ; and moreover 
they make to this infant the most costly presents, 
and fall down, and do Him homage. We have this 
same child in after life choosing out twelve men, 
chiefly from the lower ranks of life, and sending 
them forth to preach of His Own coming. We 
find mighty and marvellous works performed by 
the touch, the voice, of this same Galilaean peasant. 
We find Him at last arraigned, condemned, and 
crucified. We find His followers circulating strange 
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rumours of a resurrection, and declaring that their 
buried Master lived and communed with them as 
before. We find them preaching throughout all the 
world this very doctrine, undaunted by persecution, 
hardship, and privation, amongfst the proud sages of 
the Grecian capital, and the narrow-minded secta- 
rians of the Jews: nay, more, we find them joyfully 
hailing the prospect of a cruel death, willingly laying 
down their lives in support of their Master's cause. 
Most truly has it been said, if with all this mass 
of evidence before us, we still can doubt that the 
Christ of the New Testament is in very deed the 
Messiah of the Old, we must be constrained to 
believe a far greater miracle, — namely, that all this 
was the natural result of a successful imposture. 

These are only two out of the many evidences 
which can be adduced to support a Christian's faith 
in a Divine Saviour. Many persons would say such 
questionings are best let alone: they will tell us 
that these subtle reasonings (not that they deserve 
the name) are all very well for the priesthood, and 
the learned in the congregation ; but that they do 
not concern the gefterality of the people, to whom 
an inward consciousness of a firm faith and pure 
love is better than all the discussions about the 
ground on which their faith is rested. Such is not 
the scriptural view; such, we may be sure, is not 
a sound view. If such matters prove dull and un- 
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interesting, it will generally be found that there is 
no real interest in the things which concern the 
soul. If a man is satisfied that his faith is stead- 
fast, although he has never taken the trouble to 
ascertain the material and quality of its foundation, 
it is high time for him to ask if it be indeed a vital 
faith, a part, as it were, of his own spiritual life, or 
merely a formal acquiescence in received and ac- 
knowledged truths. 

Let us beware of thinking that these are no 
questions for us. We, as baptised Christians, are 
individual members of the Church of Christ : that 
Church has ever, by divine mercy, been preserved : 
and its preservation rests on a sure word of pro- 
mise : " The gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it." But enemies abound ; adversaries without, false 
friends within. At the present day, perhaps, she 
suffers chiefly from the latter. Morbid minds would 
tell us that infidelity is fast gaining ground, and 
undermining the foundations of our Zion ; but we 
will not heed them. We will gird up our loins, and 
trim our lamps : we will not shut our eyes to the 
too prevalent poison which Satan is trying to infuse 
into the minds of rich and poor alike ; but we will 
pray that our faith may be firm and unshaken : 
nay, more, we will ask the great Mediator to plead 
for us as He did for St Peter of old, when He said, 
'* I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" 
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Christ is to us an unseen Saviour. But yet, 
perhaps, we can tell of holy moments of prayer 
and contemplation when we have seemed to behold 
Him before our eyes, hanging on the awful cross, 
or enthroned at the Father's right-hand. Now that 
He is ascended, we may touch Him ; touch Him by 
faith, as the sick woman in the gospel ; touch Him 
in love, as did Mary Magdalene; touch Him with 
the double touch of faith and love in that most 
Holy Communion, where we may not only touch 
Him, but spiritually receive Him. 

Pray we that all lurking doubts may be removed 
by the enlightening Spirit ; that we may have a fuller 
arid clearer appreciation of our adored Redeemer ; 
that we may "know Him, and" (as St. Paul says) 
" the power of His resurrection," and believe in Him, 
and follow Him, and love Him ; that when faith 
shall at length be absorbed in sight, and the gloomy 
shades of earth dispersed by the full revelation of 
the Triune God, ours may be the blessing of those 
faithful servants who have not seen and yet have 
believed. 




SERMON III. 




THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR i860. 

** And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be 
clear, nor dark : but it shall be one day, which shall be known to the 
Lord, not day, nor night : but it shall come to pass, that at evening 
time it sh|ill be light." — Zechariah xiv. 6, 7. 

HE last Sabbath-Day of a very remark- 
able year. A year which has witnessed 
the most striking events both in Church 
and State ; which has seen the powers of 
Europe for a while convulsed with war; has seen 
one of the greatest heroes of our day struggling 
valiantly for the liberties of a tyrannized people ; 
has seen, too, the pillar of heresy trembling to its 
very foundation, the mighty antichrist on the verge 
of ruin, and yet all the while thinking that he stood 
on a sure support ; has seen the Church of Christ 
rent asunder with false doctrines and a spirit of un- 
authorized innovation ; and yet, in the midst of all 
this the Cross of Atonement, riding triumphantly on 
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the broad billows of opposition, and in spite of the 
unbelief of the one party, and the counter-exertions 
of the other, daily enlisting fresh armies of awakened 
and penitent souls under her banners, " daily adding 
to the Church such as should be saved." 

But without entering on a review of political 
questions, or marring the solemnity of this quickly 
fading year with worldly discussion and unprofitable 
argument, let us rather enquire into the state of the 
Church militant at this time, and point exultingly to 
the conquests which the name of Jesus has achieved 
in the world ; and we shall find that this year will 
afford us a very striking illustration of the prophetic 
announcement which Zechariah made more than 
two thousand years ago. 

The prophecy in the text draws a remarkable pic- 
ture of the present condition of the Church militant; 
and it also bears a marked allusion to the glorious 
jubilee of grace, when the sorrows of the warrior 
shall be merged in the triumph of the conqueror, 
and the saints of Jesus shall once more welcome 
their Saviour on the earth, and with Him participate 
in the unspeakable fruition of the millennial rest. 

And, first of all, we notice the time spoken of. 
" It shall come to pass in that day." This is an 
expression which is constantly used in the Old 
Testament Scriptures of the coming reign of the 
Messiah. It is that day of grace which should be 
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different from all previous days. It was pointed to 
as a remarkable day, as the dawning Sabbath of the 
world. It was the notable day when the utterances 
of the Jewish prophets should be accomplished ; 
when the emblematic ritual of the ceremonial law 
should be obliterated by the blood of reconciliation ; 
and the expectant world should behold at last the 
looked for Star of Jacob, who should rule in truth 
and righteousness, and wield the sceptre of Israel, 
and restore again the kingdom to the sons of the 
patriarchs. 

And since this expression referred primarily to 
the dawn of the Gospel-day, the rising of " the Sun 
of Righteousness," it thence is used also in allusion 
to the kingdom which was from that time established 
on earth, the kingdom of covenant grace; and to 
those who constituted and composed this kingdom, 
namely, the visible Church of Christ. By these 
words, then, we are taught at what period we are 
to look for a fulfilment of the prophecy : it will be 
during the existence of the Church ; that is to say, 
during the interval of time that should elapse be- 
tween the establishment and the consummation of the 
Church ; in other words, between Christ's advent of 
humiliation^ and His advent of glory. And more 
than this ; from what follows, it seems that the pro- 
phet spoke of the latter days of the Church ; of the 
years which should precede the termination of her 
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warfare and the commencement of her exaltation. 
The peculiar condition of the Church at that time 
seems to be set forth as an intimation of the ap- 
proach of the final translation from earth to heaven, 
the wondrous change and transformation of the 
earthly into the glorified image of the Redeemer. 

Bearing, therefore, these considerations in mind, 
we pass on to notice, in the second place, the peculiar 
state or condition of the Church as she is here brought 
before us. It is a state of twilight, " The light shall 
not be clear, nor dark." The light, that is, of God's 
providence and dealings with man ; that light of 
grace which seems so specially to keep up the link 
between heaven and earth ; which seems so strik- 
ingly to remind man of the constant presence of his 
Maker; that light is to be neither clear nor dark. 
God's dealings with His people are neither to be to- 
tally revealed — their inner objects and purposes laid 
bare — the why and the wherefore fully explained ; 
nor are they to be so obscure that the believer will 
be unable even by faith to penetrate the outer veil, 
or to recognize the hand of his God in the midst of 
the bitterest dispensation. It was to be a time, in 
fact, when on the one hand, the Church of Christ 
should witness a display of God's providence in a 
way that she could understand; that is, in accordance 
with the usual course of His dealings ; and yet, on 
the other hand, should be perplexed at what might 
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seein to be contrary workings, utiexpected, and incom- 
prehensible dealings ; when God should seem, as it 
were, to be pursuing a strange, unwonted system 
with regard to His Church, working by strange 
meanSy and apparently aiming at strange results : a 
time when the believer could not fail to perceive 
God's intervention, but yet should wonder at the 
manner in which it was exerted, or the end which 
was to be gained : a time when the full light of 
grace should seem to be withdrawn for a while ; and 
yet, though hidden by a cloud, the Christian would 
know and feel that it was still shining in the clear 
blue sky of redemption, working its own way, ac- 
complishing its own ends, though man might not be 
permitted to perceive them. In the natural world, 
a day of neither light nor darkness can only be 
caused by an eclipse of the sun ; and so too in the 
spiritual world, in the hidden life of the Christian, 
this twilight state seems to signify an apparent with- 
drawal of the immediate operation of God's dealings. 
And is it not, we ask, possible ; is it not obvious^ 
to find in the present condition of the Church, a close 
resemblance to this prophetic picture } God forbid 
that we should dare to pronounce His providence 
withholden or suspended ; but if we consider for a 
moment what is the general state of that Church, in 
which, as baptized Christians, we ought to feel a 
lively interest; we shall perceive that God is now 
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dealing in a peculiar manner, and yet that His hand 
and His wisdom may still be unmistakeably traced. 
In the Church of Christ at the present day " the 
light is not clear, nor dark." There is light enough 
to show that the Most High is working wondrously 
and gloriously in augmenting the number of His 
elect ; that now, " in the midst " — it may be the end 
— "of the years," He is reviving His work of grace 
and adoption : there is light enough for us to see 
multitudes being won over to the Lord's side, some 
saved from the dark sea of heathendom, and others 
plucked as brands from the burning, out of the 
fatal doctrines of Romish heresy; light enough for 
the believer to behold the ripe harvest which is 
being gathered in from the vast mission-fields of 
distant lands, and the nearer scenes of English hea- 
thendom and English misery ; and then to exclaim 
in joyful gratitude, "This hath God done," when 
he perceives that it is His work : and yet while he 
rejoices in his heart at the light of grace which 
meets his eye, he feels at the same time that it is 
still " not clear ; " he looks again, and sees the stan- 
dard of infidelity trying hard to uprear its deadly 
rule in the very Church of the Cross: he sees a 
poisonous array of false and deceiving doctrines 
stealthily insinuating themselves into the fold of 
Christ ; the very ministers of the sanctuary infusing 
here and there the baneful drugs of human wisdom 



CLOSE OF THE YEAR, 33 

into the teaching of the "lively oracles of God;" 
and conspiring to exalt the importance of a ^^form 
of godliness/* whilst they virtually' deny " the power 
thereof;" he sees the shores of Christian England 
defiled by the legates of Papacy ; " the mark of the 
beast " upreared in the same cities as the " temples 
of the living God ; " the bishops of Rome planting 
their sees in English soil ; and antichrist straining 
every nerve to regain the influence he once enjoyed 
in Britain. The believer sees all this, the counsels 
of Satan apparently flourishing ; and he asks, in 
sudden amazement, "Lord, how long ? " he looks for 
the overwhelming stroke of just indignation, but it 
comes not : he looks for the fiery brinistone which 
overthrew the cities of the plain, to dash down the 
proud citadels of infidelity, but still the Lord seems 
to tarry ; and his very soul is almost tempted to 
exclaim, " My God ! my God ! why hast thou for- 
saken me ? " " Oh, deliver not the soul of thy turtle- 
dove unto the multitude of the wicked ; " " give not 
thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should 
rule over them." But so it is. God moves in a 
mysterious way ; and yet the apparent withdrawal 
of His countervailing agency now when it seems 
most needed, may be intended to act upon us as it 
did of old on the first followers of Jesus, when He 
fell asleep in the boat : " Why are ye so fearful, O 

ye of little faith } " is still the message which His 

D 
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Spirit brings to the blind and grovelling soul even 
of regenerate men. It is not for us to speculate on 
the reasons on which God works ; it is not for us to 
be always inquiring, "When will the partial dark- 
ness be past, and perfect day dawn upon the 
Church ? " Rather let us bless God that we have 
so much " light " vouchsafed to us ; that we are 
enabled to trace the energetic operations of His 
Spirit in all quarters of the world ; and to recog- 
nize the display of His power and His love in the 
enlargement of His church and the promotion of 
His Son's religion among men. And though the 
brightness of His providence, and the clearness of 
His dealings with His people, be for a while partially 
dimmed, let us rest assured that even this apparent 
apathy is the result of infinite, incalculable wisdom ; 
and that though for a time "the enemies of the 
cross of Christ," may seem to be encroaching on 
holy ground, still He will in His own good time pour 
forth the fury of His wrath and indignation; for 
He hath said "Vengeance is mine: I will repay." 
God's ways have ever been inscrutable ; and there- 
fore we need not wonder if He sees fit just now to 
clothe Himself for awhile in a "pavilion round 
about Him, with dark water, and thick clouds to 
cover Him." It is not for us to be perplexed if the 
bright halo of brilliancy and glory be for a moment 
blunted by a passing cloud, which only hides^ and 
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does not weaken the power of the sunbeam. No 
cloud so dense as to blot out the light of day ; no 
providential dealing so obscure but that the be- 
liever may recognise the " silver lining " which illu- 
mines even the darkest cloud. And though to the 
church of Christ the light may not be " clear," still 
there is the blessed alternative in the prophecy that 
it shall not be " darkr " Clear " God's providence 
may not be ; but " dark " it shall not be. And 
who can look around him now, and scrutinize, nay, 
glance at, the teeming "signs of the times," and 
not recognize the hand of victorious Omnipotence 
ruling all, and guiding all, and causing all to issue 
in the glory of the eternal Godhead } 

Twelve months ago — ^when the year which has 
now almost run its course had but just begun — 
every one, of almost every denomination and 
opinion, was full of the awakening and reviving 
work of grace which had lately sprung up in Ire- 
land. Many were the prophecies then hazarded by 
Churchman and Dissenter, by the Christian and the 
Atheist, as to what would be the result of all that 
revival in a year's time. Now, what has been, what 
is, the result } Then the daily journals were filled 
with astounding accounts of unnatural and frenzied 
awakening: volumes upon volumes on the revival- 
work were published ; and everywhere, in every 
society, amongst almost every class, this was the 
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leading topic of the day. Now, we hardly hear the 
word in daily intercourse ; the books have been read 
and laid aside ; and the greater part believe that it 
has all blown over, and are looking out for some- 
thing equally exciting to stimulate their minds, and 
furnish them with topics of general interest. But 
thank God, all this has not blown over. True that we 
hear much less of it than at first ; but the very fact 
that this is the case gives us a blessed assurance 
that the work of grace is going steadily on. There 
is no outward excitement ; none of those hysterical 
effects which made such a stir at first ; and there- 
fore the world cares not for the work. But the Holy 
Spirit, we believe does still care for it ; and He is 
still calmly and gently winning souls to Christ, and 
without all that violence, which at first the kingdom 
of heaven appeared to suffer, He is now converting 
lost souls by the goodness^ rather than ^^ judgments 
of God ; and leading men to repentance by the 
gentleness of Christ's love, rather than the terrors 
of His indigftation. Yes, He is there still, shedding 
a holy, heavenly radiance over many a contrite 
heart, and bringing home many a wandering sheep 
to the fold of his Saviour's bosom. Here, then, is a 
counter-tendency to be observed. On the one hand, 
the myrmidons of the Papacy seem to be stealthily 
gaining ground on English soil, where through so 
many ages Protestantism has shone with its brightest 
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lustre ; but then, lest we should be tempted to grow 
doubtful and mistrusting, we see on the other hand, 
that the Church of the Atonement is rapidly advan- 
cing over the wilds and wastes of Ireland^ which has 
been hitherto one of the foreign strongholds of the 
Roman heresy, and is dethroning proud antichrist 
from his odious reign, and silently, but steadily, 
opening the eyes of his votaries to the damnable 
errors which he loves to infuse into their souls, and 
by which he tries to poison that which might be, 
and was intended to be, "the temple of the living 
God." And then again, there is another point which 
has created a great deal of public interest during 
the last six months, — the persecutions to which the 
Christians have been exposed in Syria. In the very 
countries where the Gospel message was first pro- 
claimed ; in the very countries where the Saviour of 
sinners lived and preached, there His people have 
been cruelly massacred. And it is a curious fact 
that this persecution has been the hottest in and 
about that very town against which Saul of Tarsus 
was so bitterly exasperated, and to which he was 
journeying, armed with the fierce authority of the 
jealous priests, when he was arrested and awakened. 
In Damascus, especially, and its neighbourhood, have 
the Christians suffered most : some put to the sword 
with barbarity almost emulating the everlasting stain 
which has so indelibly branded the names of Luck- 
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now and Cawnpore with an unprecedented notoriety; 
and others obliged to fly to the mountains for safety, 
and there in holes and caves of the rocks to seek 
a hiding-place and a covert until this tyranny was 
overpast. When we look hither, then, and find that 
the Almighty is suffering another mighty, another 
waning power to rise up against His people, we feel 
again that the light of His providence is not "clear: " 
but is there not a counterbalancing work going on 
in this case also ? We have seen how that at home 
the "light is not clear nor dark;" and can we not 
observe the same feature abroad as well ? Is it not 
partially " clear " as well as partially "dark "? What 
is the record of our missionary labour, our evangeli- 
zing efforts in foreign lands ? What is the testimony 
of a propagated gospel, a preached redemption, an 
established religion in heathen isles ? What, but that 
God is working mightily in desert soils, breaking up 
the fallow ground, and shedding the light of His own 
most precious truth in many a believing heart ? Oh, 
well may we thank God that we have such assuring 
testimony ! well may we thank Him that while He 
has seemingly shrouded His footsteps in twilight 
and mystery to prove the reality of our faith, still 
He has given us so many proofs of the energetic 
manifestation of His power ; and though we see 
Him not, though we cannot read His dealings of 
wisdom and love, still we know, we feel, that He 
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is within us and around us, working on the hearts 
of our brethren all over the world (and, we hope, 
working on our own hearts), dimly seen but yet seen 
and known in all and each of His dispensations. 

Thus, then, we have briefly noticed a few of the 
most leading circumstances which tend, on the one 
hand to darken, and on the other to make still 
brighter, that light of providence and grace which 
is the lantern of the believer's feet as he walks 
through the scenes and conditions of life. And we 
have thus endeavoured to recognize in the present 
state of the holy catholic Church a fulfilment of the 
prophetic intimation in the text. So far we have 
traced an analogy between the prophecy and the 
Church militant: we have now to make it good in 
respect to the higher and more glorious fellowship 
of the Church triumphant, 

" It shall be one day, which shall be known to the 
Lord, not day, nor night ; but it shall come to pass, 
that at evening time it shall be light." On one of 
these days of twilight dispensations, then, we learn 
that all the previous mystery and perplexity of 
God's dealings with His Church will be absorbed 
and forgotten in a flood of radiant light ; that, just 
as the sun after a dark and cloudy day sometimes 
at his setting lights up the western sky with a 
sudden burst of mellow brilliancy, so the darkling 
day of sin and sorrow, opposition and vexation, will 
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terminate with a bright streak of soft evening light, 
casting its gentle effulgence over the everiasting hills, 
while the countless towers of the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem shall reflect and enhance its rays. And from 
the fact that this evening light is represented as 
bursting forth on one of these days of twilight, I 
think we may infer that the prophecy contains an 
intimation that the peculiar state of the Church mili- 
tant, which we have just investigated, will be a sign 
of the approaching consummation when the sorrows 
and labours of time will be merged in the blissful 
fruition and Sabbath rest of eternity. 

It has been suggested, from various and striking 
coincidences, that we are nearing the close of the 
present creation; that this world, with all that it 
contains, will soon be annihilated and "burnt up 
with fire:" and it may be so: this prophecy seems 
to confirm the suggestion ; but without discussing 
the probable time of the Church's jubilee, let us ra- 
ther consider, in conclusion, the nature and effect 
of it. 

Long has the Church of Christ battled with the 
enemies of her salvation ; long and weary has the 
contest been between the Spirit and the flesh ; but 
now the believer is invited to look upwards, and 
watch for the radiance in the western sky. The 
conflict over — the victory won — and then a hallow* 
ed flood of "evening" light. This is one of those 
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exquisitely sublime metaphors which completely 
baffle description and comment : one of those magic 
touches which here and there set off the Word of 
God with a charm which speaks to one's very soul, 
and seems in spite of oneself to elevate the tone 
of one's mind and thoughts. To some these words 
may bring less beauty than to others ; but there is 
something in the very simplicity, and yet sublimity 
of the metaphor, which speaks to every soul of the 
soft radiance of the kingdom of Christ And this 
holy light will be to the faithful the long looked for 
*' sign of the Son of Man ; " the sign of a finished 
strife, a purchased throne. To those who for many 
years have bravely borne the victim's cross^ the 
evening light will proclaim the nearness of the 
victor's crown. The holy Jesus once more borne 
earthwards on wings of love ; coming " a second 
time, without sin, unto salvation ; " returning to ga- 
ther His saints around Him while the world sinks 
deep into the dark ocean of oblivion, and then to 
waft them upwards with Himself to the "apoca- 
lypse of glory" which awaits them. 

And yet, what will this light be to the sinner, 
the unbeliever, " the alien from the commonwealth 
of Israel " ? What, but darkness, such as was the 
murky gloom that wrapt itself around the unrelent- 
ing Pharaoh's court : a darkness that may be felt ? 
Felt, as the sign of the advent of the Judge ; felt. 
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as the scorching heat of the furnace seven times 
heated ; felt, as the herald of eternal doom. " To 
the one, the savour of death unto death; and to 
the other the savour of life unto life." 

Oh, be it ours to dwell often upon our Lord's 
advent of exaltation, and beneath the shadow of 
the cross to prepare for our great and final change. 
Think of the unspeakable glories of that advent; 
not what we lately celebrated, the advent of humi- 
liation ; not the advent of the Man ; but the second 
coming of the co-equal and co-eternal Gody the 
coming of " the Lord from heaven." And when He 
shall come, may we be there to welcome our exalted 
Saviour, and in the company of the attendant Che- 
rubim to sound throughout the earth the threefold 
note of praise and triumph : " Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty ! " And whether we be in the 
body, or out of the body, when He shall appear ; 
whether in the flesh we shall be permitted to behold 
His glory, or whether our graves be first tinged 
with the glowing light of the millennial sun, what 
shall it signify, so long as we are prepared to meet 
our God } 

It behoves us all to review in thought the waning 
year, and then to look forward to the untried scenes 
of trial and temptation through which we must have 
to pass ; not for the sake of calculating upon them, 
for " sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof ; " but 



CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 43 

that our consciences may more truly reply to the 
searching question, " Whither goest thou ? " and that 
our souls may arm themselves with "the whole 
armour of God," and set out in prayer and faith on 
another stage of their militant career. And thus 
when at last we hear the noise of the chariot wheels ; 
when at last the Church of Christ shall hail her 
Saviour and her Prince; then all the sorrows and 
the woes of time will be drowned in the sudden 
reaction of eternity ; then " the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; " then " the cup of 
trembling " will be changed for the cup of a com- 
plete and consummated salvation ; then, while the 
shadows of eternal night are falling on a perishing 
world, and shutting out for ever the temptations 
and crosses of life, to us " at evening time it shall 
be light." 
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** Let us get up early to the vineyards ; let us see if the vine flourish, 
whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth : 
ihere will I give thee my loves." — Song of Solomon vii. 12. 



[O a casual and thoughtless reader, — to 
one, that is, who is satisfied with merely 
skimming over the surface^ without endea- 
vouring or caring to imbibe the meaning 
conveyed, the Song of Solomon presents scarcely 
anything but abstruse and unintelligible mystery 
and darkness of speech. And this is natural, because 
such a man neither desires nor cares to dig below the 
surface ; he reads the actual words, and never con- 
siders for a moment what they mean ; and then gets 
up and goes away, quieting his conscience by the 
thought that he has fulfilled at least one important 
branch of the Christian's duty, and has made a point 
of daily reading some portion of God's holy Word. 
But the careful, attentive peruser of Divine revela- 
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tion ; the man who sounds the well of truth and 
comfort deeply and hopefully ; who, while his bodily 
eyes wander over the sacred words outwardly^ en- 
deavours to grasp at the deep meaning therein con- 
tained, with the eye of his mind inwardly ; such a 
man cannot fail to be struck with the inexhaustible 
mine of precious truth which this song of songs pre- 
sents to us. 

The language, I allow, is strange and peculiar ; but 
what a wondrous vein oi poetry is there ! The phrases, 
the metaphors, and expressions too are peculiar to 
the book ; but we should have to look a long way 
before we could find expressions more striking, 
similes more appropriate, metaphors more true than 
we have here. And if any one object that the lan- 
guage is too familiar, let him remember the poetical 
character of the book, and the exaggeration of ex- 
pression which genuine poetry always admits. 

The book is of itself an allegory, representing the 
relationship and the demeanour of the Church on 
earth to her heavenly Lord and Bridegroom. She is 
brought before us in all the different circumstances 
of her chequered existence : in sorrow and in joy, 
in affliction and prosperity, the picture is alike true. 
We see her oppressed and well-nigh overcome by 
the power of temptation ; we see her bowed down 
to the dust by trial and perplexity ; and we see her, 
too, in the sunshine of her life, rejoicing and exulting 
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in the love and presence of her Beloved. Let us, 
then, take one single verse, and see whether we may 
not derive, even from each word, a lesson of practical 
importance, — a lesson peculiarly suited to this pre- 
sent .time, the opening of a new year. And may 
God the Holy Spirit be present to bless, to assist, 
and to teach us ; may He guide us, indeed, into all 
truth, and show us those things which concern the 
welfare and support of our souls, and pertain to our 
own everlasting salvation. 

The words of the text are addressed by the 
Church to Christ. " Let us get up early," she says, 
" to the vineyards ; let us see if the vine flourish, 
whether the tender grape appear, and the pome- 
granates bud forth : there will I give thee my loves." 
And first of all, observe the force of that word *'tis ;" 
" Let us get up to the vineyards," — ^you and me, — the 
Church and Christ. The bride will not go alone ; she 
must have the escort of her heavenly Spouse. The 
Church is described as continually restless unless her 
Saviour is with her; just as in the third chapter she 
says, " By night on my bed I sought Him whom my 
soul loveth : I sought Him but I found Him not I 
will rise now, and go about the city ; in the streets, 
and in the broadways, I will seek Him whom my 
soul loveth." And again, see her delight when she 
finds Him. "I held Him, and would not let Him 
go, until I had brought Him into my mother's house, 
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and into the chamber of her that conceived me." 
How like is this language to that of Isaiah, when he 
says, "With my soul have I desired thee in the 
night ; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek 
thee early." And why does the Church thus cling to 
her Lord ? Why is it that she thus pines, when she 
is deprived for a moment of His presence with her ? 
It is on account of His love^ and His protection. 
So deep, so infinite is the Redeemer's love for His 
Church, that it is to her as the warm, genial in- 
fluence of the noon -day sun ; enlightening and 
kindling all her energies, all her hopes, all her as- 
pirations ; and purifying her more completely from 
the dross and alloy of sin and worldliness. And if 
that boundless love is removed, if a dark cloud of 
temptation or trial pass between the Church and the 
great Centre and Focus of her light, and incite her 
in a moment of ingratitude and unbelief to exclaim, 
** Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? " the effect is 
that of the waning sun, sinking at last below the 
horizon, and the cold damp dews of nightfall shed- 
ding their chilling influence over the earth. Without 
the Saviour's love, without the constant manifestation 
and assurance of His love, the Church pines and 
frets in her fancied loneliness and misery ; gives way 
to groundless doubts, and discontented murmurings ; 
thinks that she is ill-used and neglected ; and com- 
plains of the coldness of that love, which in sheer 
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mercy is sending the trial, or the affliction or the 
temptation, that her faith may be strengthened, her 
trust in God more fully established. 

And she needs the constant presence of her Lord 
for the sake also of His protection. Weak and 
feeble in herself, subject to a thousand temptations, 
a thousand trials, and utterly unable either to foresee 
or avert the least of them, on her Saviour, and on 
Him alone, she relies for protection. He can hush 
the angry billows which otherwise would overwhelm 
and annihilate her ; at His bidding the winds and 
storms of affliction and trouble are quelled ; while 
He sits at the helm, she "fears no evil," for His 
" strength is made perfect in " the hour of her 
" weakness." And therefore that she may feel and 
experience the abiding presence of His love, and 
also that she may be satisfied of His fatherly care 
and protection over her, she refuses to go alone, — to 
go without Him ; but resolves, like Ruth, " Whither 
thou goest, I will go : and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge." "Let usl' she says, "get up early to the 
vineyard : " let us go together. 

And now for our first practical lesson. We have 
been describing the feelings and sentiments of the 
Church ; and we profess to be members of the 
Church ; surely, then, we can enter into the misery, 
the loneliness of the bride when she was, or fancied 
herself to be, deprived of her Lord's presence with 
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her: surely we can understand by our own expe- 
rience, her longing, her craving after her Beloved. 
But is it so? Alas! our own hearts condemn us. 
I fear that we shall look in vain for such ardent 
thirstings after Christ as we have here; such feel- 
ings, such consciousness of empty want and impo- 
tence without His gracious assistance and presence. 
Can' we truthfully say that we are never happy 
without Him } that, whatever earthly joys and 
comforts we possess, without Christ, " we are of all 
men most miserable"? that in His loving smile all 
our happiness, all our delight is centred and fixed ? 
and that without that smile our soul pines away 
in desolation, and "refuses to be comforted," be- 
cause He is not there to shine upon her? Too 
often, I fear, the sense of Christ's presence and 
favour is with us a secondary pleasure; too often, 
so long as we are blessed with the comforts, and 
riches, and delights of this world, we care little 
enough whether or not He is within u& So long 
as the stream runs smooth, and the sky is clear, we 
seldom care whether He is steering our bark over 
the ocean of life, or whether we are borne over the 
still waters by the gentle force of the tide, without 
a steerer, without a pilot. But yet when the winds 
arise, and the waves roll above our heads, and 
threaten to overwhelm us altogether, then we are 

ready enough to seek Him from whom alone safety 

E 
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and salvation come ; and even are tempted, like the 
faithless apostles, to accuse Him of neglect and in- 
difference, " Master, carest thou not that we perish ?" 
But, brethren, if we forget our Protector in prosperity^ 
what right have we to expect Him to remember tis 
in adversity ? if we treat Him with such coldness, 
such ingratitude in life^ how do we know that He 
will care to preserve us in the hour of death ? Oh, 
no! we must have Christ with us always: we should 
never rest satisfied unless we have an abiding sense 
of His presence within our souls. We must begin 
with Christ and end with Christ ; all we do, all we 
undertake, must be wrought in Christ. And there- 
fore let us begin another year with Christ. Let us 
not go to rest this night till we have prayed that 
He may come, and dwell within our hearts to the 
very end of our lives ; and so we shall be able to 
exclaim, with the Psalmist of Israel, "I have set 
the Lord always before me." Let us act like the 
Apostles of old, and follow Christ constantly, con- 
tinually: like the disciples at Emmaus, who ** con- 
strained'' Him, saying, "Abide with us: for it is 
toward evening, and the day is far spent ; " and like 
the aged, venerable Paul, who as the evening of his 
life was fast drawing on, could triumphantly rejoice, 
being "persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth. 
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nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." Unless we begin the year with Christ, how 
can we dare to hope for His protection and succour 
during it ? Remember that He will not come un- 
invited. Ready as He ever is to hail the gentlest 
whisper of His children's prayer, "Abide with us, 
O Lord ! " yet He will not manifest His presence 
in their hearts until that presence be asked in 
humble prayer. Shall we, then, defer to implore 
the aid of this saving, this healing presence } Shall 
we wait for another year, another opportunity to 
invite Christ into our souls } Who knows if a 
second opportunity will be given to us t Oh, let 
us, on this New Year's Day, pray earnestly that 
the Son of God may condescend to dwell in our 
sinful hearts ; may kindle new longings after holiness 
within us ; may purify us, and purge us from the 
stain of every sin; may draws us, day by day, 
nearer and closer to Himself; and, when this short 
life on earth shall be ended, may take us to dwell 
with Him in glory everlasting, for ever and ever ! 

But, secondly, listening once more to the voice 
of the bride, we hear her saying, " Let us get up 
early to the vineyards." Those two words imply 
an idea of motion and exertion. Hence, we learn 
that the Church is not to rest listless and idle, 
satisfying herself that her Lord is with her, and 
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that therefore she need make no exertion to further 
her salvation. The man who reasons with himself, 
" I am observing the daily ordinances of my religion; 
I am acting as an honest, upright man, doing my 
duty towards God and towards my neighbour; I 
trust in God's love and mercy; and I hope that 
Christ is watching over me, and dwelling within 
me : what else need I do ? " such a man has not 
yet arrived at the great secret of our religion. Not 
only must we be "sober," but ^* vigilant;'' not only 
"pray," but *^ watch;'* not only trust in God^s 
fatherly love, and Christ's atoning death on the 
cross, but we must exert ourselves to promote our 
own salvation. We have a race to run, and we 
must run it ; we have a duty to perform, and we 
must perform it. And often that duty is a very 
hard one; just as the bride says, "Let us get up 
early to the vineyards." We have all of us our 
" Hill Difficulty " to go up : we have all of us our 
peculiar hindrances and besetting sins; and we must 
conquer all of them. To some, life is one continual 
hill ; to others, the path is smooth, the journey 
comparatively easy : but all have, at some time or 
other, to mount, to ascend. And it is the ascent 
which proves the true believer. Any one can walk 
well enough on a level road, or over the flowery 
turf; but when we begin to ascend the hill, then it 
is that the real, true Christian is easily distinguished 
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from the faint-hearted, outside, would-be Christian. 
But since the hill is steep, the road often rough and 
stony, how may we hope best to accomplish the 
laborious ascent ? Do as the bride in the text does : 
" Let us get up." Take Christ with you as your 
guide and encourager ; and, never fear, you will get 
safe enough to the top. With Him the "rough 
places " will be made " smooth ; " before Him the 
" mountain and hill," so steep, so inaccessible before, 
will be " brought low." Following in His footsteps, 
the ascent will appear easy, for He will " make your 
feet as hind's feet ; " and, like David of old, " by the 
help of your God" you will be enabled "to leap 
over the wall." 

Learn we then another lesson : that however strong 
the temptations which beset us, however many the 
trials which threaten to crush us as we journey 
through life, so long as Christ, and Christ alone, be 
our stay, and our hope, and our comfort, all will be 
well We must not grow dispirited and downhearted 
by contemplating what ispossibky what seems likely 
to happen; but rather invigorate and arouse our 
courage and our faith by dwelling upon what is cer- 
tain. I mean that we must not be always thinking 
of the troubles and difficulties which might over- 
whelm us ; but rather of the certainty ^ the sureness 
of Christ's power and Christ's love to avert what 
threatens us, and to bring comfort and support to 
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our weary souls. To some of us the year which has 
just begun may be a constant, a daily ascent. Be it 
so, if it is God's will. And shall we not go forth, 
boldly trusting not in our own strength, but in Christ 
Jesus our Saviour ; ready to face any difficulty, to 
make any exertion, with the Lord for our " righteous- 
ness and strength" ? And if this should be the last 
New Year's Day which we shall see on earth, — if, on 
arriving at the summit, we shall be obliged to des- 
cend into the dark river of deaths shall we not fix 
our eyes on the glories which await us on the other 
side, and plunge into the deep waters hopefully, 
prayerfully, readily ; knowing full well that even in 
" the valley of the shadow of death," that " rod " and 
that "staff" which have supported our tottering steps 
all along through life, will not fail at the last hour to 
" comfort " usw 

Thirdly, " Let us go up early'' So says the bride : 
let us in practice echo her words. Every exertion 
we make, every step we take towards Heaven, let 
us do it " early!' The bride is anxious to visit her 
vineyards "early," — that is in the morning. And why 
then } Because the sun has not risen to its fiercest 
heat, the cooling dews of Heaven have not yet left 
the moist ground, and therefore she feels it easier 
to make the exertion before the heat of the day. 
She cannot endure the full heat of the noonday sun; 
she tells us so before, " Look not upon me, because 
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I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me : " 
because, that is, the sun, the burning sun of trial and 
temptation has oppressed me ; and therefore she 
wants to set out " early," before she is exposed to 
the meridian scorching of the sun. What then are 
we to learn from this ? That in religion, as in every- 
thing else, it is best to begin early ; just as God says 
by the mouth of Solomon, " Those that seek me 
early shall find me ; " and again, " Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth:" because 
temptations grow, as it were, in power just as chil- 
dren grow in years ; and there is less temptation in 
youth, that is to say, temptation of a lighter kind in 
youth, and therefore, unless we accustom ourselves 
to fight against it then^ we shall not be so well able 
to resist it in after years, when it shall have acquired 
greater strength. 

But we may derive another meaning of equal im- 
portance from this word " early." It appears from 
the context that the bride is addressing her Spouse 
in the morning ; and therefore when she says, " Let 
us get up early to the vineyards," she means, let us 
go while it is early: let us go at once. Oh, how 
often, in perusing the Bible, do we find illustrations 
of that warning voice of the Apostle, " Now is the 
day of salvation." Brethren, with us " now " is this 
opening day of another year. Have we employed it 
in redeeming the time, and reflecting that the days 
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of our life are few ? that we are twelve months nearer 
to Heaven or to Hell than we were last January ? 
Have we been acting as if we felt that " this is the 
day of salvation " ? Or have we been occupied only 
in spending the day as the first of a happy New Year, 
without laying the foundation of a holy New Year ? 
If we have not yet sought Jesus, let us seek Him at 
once. If we have not already taken care to begin 
this day with Christ, at least let us not end it without 
Him. Naw^ while we have life and strength; now, 
while we have time and opportunities; now, while 
yet there is a chance, let us flee to Him, and hide 
ourselves under "the shadow of His wings." How 
dare we pray this night, " Thy kingdom come," if we 
are not prepared, or at least preparing for that king- 
dom ? How dare we make our petitions that His 
" will may be done on earth, as it is in Heaven," 
whilst we are living in daily opposition to that will ? 
Oh, come then at once, whilst it is " early." Come 
before night : to-morrow morning may be too late. 
Come now to Christ Jesus your Saviour ; and be not 
so foolhardy, so presumptuous, as to begin another 
year without assuring yourselves of His care. His 
presence. His protection. With all your opportuni* 
ties, all your means of grace, all your advantages, 
" why will ye die, O house of Israel ? " 

But having thus inquired with whom we are to 
go, how we are to go, and when we are to go, we 
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come to ask in the next place whither we are to 
go : ** Let us get up early to the vineyards^ And 
what are we to understand by the "vineyards" of 
the Church ? What but the hearts of her children ? 
Observe for a moment the aptness of the metaphor. 
It is not " the vineyard " but the " vineyards ; " more 
than one are spoken of: different vineyards, — differ- 
ing in size, in soil, and in fertility. Now, a vineyard 
may be very large, and yet barren ; or very small, 
and yet remarkably fruitful. Just so a man may 
have wealth, understanding, an abundance of means 
and advantages, and yet be utterly unprofitable at 
the great harvest home of the gospel : whilst a poor, 
illiterate, simple-minded man, with not half the 
means or half the opportunities of the other, may 
be twice as fruitful, twice as holy, twice as sincere. 
Again, a vineyard may be blessed with a rich, loamy 
soil ; or it may present nought but a mass of stones, 
and entangled roots of former crops beneath the 
surface : so too, the heart of one man is meek and 
gentle, gladly receiving the seed of the Word, and 
turning it to good account ; whilst the heart of ano- 
ther is hard as adamant, cold to the gospel invita- 
tions of mercy, stubborn, self-willed, and unbeliev- 
ing. Once more, a vineyard is nothing but a bare, 
rugged track of land, till it be tilled and cultivated, 
hedged in and enclosed ; neither is man's unregene- 
rate heart fit for anything, till it has been influenced 
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by the Holy Spirit of God, and prepared and broken 
up by the conviction of the word of life, to receive 
the good seed of the gospel. 

The Church of Christ is peculiarly a possessor of 
vineyards. She is God's steward, God's agent on 
earth. She has, moreover, numerous vineyards, for 
which she is responsible. She has a foreign vine- 
yard, — that vast field of missionary labour, where 
she is toiling night and day to win fresh souls to 
Christ. This vineyard is made up of multitudes of 
smaller ones : a vineyard in India, another in China, 
another in Africa, another in America, another a- 
mong the savage islands of the Pacific. All these 
are comprised in the foreign vineyard. Then there 
is her home vineyard, in which she labours to bring 
her own countrymen to the fold of Christ : her Bible 
Mission, her Scripture-Readers' Association, her Sab- 
bath-rest Association. All these are branches of the 
home vineyard : these are what may be called general 
vineyards. And then there is another, involved in 
all the larger and more extensive fields of labour, of 
necessity mixed up with each and all, — an indivi- 
dual vineyard, a vineyard of hearts. This is the 
vineyard whither we will follow the bride to-day. 
And, like her, with Christ as our assisting guide, 
and His word as the truest and surest test, let us 
look into our own hearts, and see whether the re- 
viving and life-giving grace of God is really there. 
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Let us, on the New Year's Day, adopt the humble 
prayer of David : " Try me, O God, and seek the 
ground of my heart ; prove me, and examine my 
thoughts." And let us search well our own spirits, 
and see what are our hopes, our prospects, our in- 
tentions, for the year to come. Let us, in pursuance 
of the apostle's advice, " examine ourselves whether 
we be in the faith, and prove our own selves." Let 
us take heed unto ourselves that we despise not the 
grace of God, nor "grieve" that Holy Spirit, "where- 
by we are sealed unto the day of redemption." " Let 
us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape 
appear, and the pomegranates bud forth." 

Observe here the Church's care for the plant gen- 
erally^ and then for ^t fruit in particular. First for 
the plant in general : " let us see if the vine flourish." 
And since we have imagined the vineyards to repre- 
sent the hearts of men, what are we to understand by 
the vine } What, but the plant of God's planting, 
— ^the "seed of the word," which He engrafts in the 
hearts of His people } And how can this heavenly 
germ, this good seed, be said to *^ flourish " in our 
hearts? How can the word of life live and grow 
in us } The better to answer these questions, let 
us glance for a moment at the natural world, and 
ask. How is it that the vine appears so green and 
verdant in summer time } How is it that it puts 
forth its bright leaves, its clinging tendrils, its tiny 
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shoots, its purple fruit ? Is it not the genial influ- 
ence of the noonday sun ? the nourishing irrigation 
of the morning dew ? and the mild breath of the 
gentle winds of spring? and the rich and fertile 
nature of the soil ? Are not these the means ? And 
so it is in the spiritual world : the four great ele- 
ments of our being — earth, air, fire, and water — these 
constituent parts of the book of nature are clearly 
reflected in the wondrous book of grace. Just as a 
vine will never flourish on a barren, unprofitable 
soil, so the word of God, we are told can never take 
deep root except in good ground. If the seed fall 
" by the wayside," on a bare, trodden path, our Lord 
declares that Satan will surely come, and, like the 
"fowls of the air," devour it Or if it be sown among 
the thorns of care, and anxiety of riches and of this 
life, its early growth will be stunted and choked. Or 
if it fall on stony ground — on hearts which have no 
root in themselves, no subsoil, nothing below the 
surface, — ^the sun X)f persecution or affliction will 
scorch and overpower them. Good seed must be 
sown in good ground: and unless our hearts afford 
the necessary depth of soil to make it fruitful we 
shall look in vain for the vine to " flourish.** 

But air is another component of the soul's fertility. 
The winds of heaven strengthen and invigorate the 
young plants, and we, too, want spring breezes in 
our soulSy to nourish and fertilize the gospel seed. 
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And what kind of wind ? That same rushing mighty 
wind which fell on the apostles at the Pentecostal 
celebration ; that same wind which, shortly after- 
wards, shook the place where the converts "were 
assembled together, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost" Yes : we want the gentle inspi- 
ration of the Spirit of God to teach us how to 
receive the seed ; and when that seed is firmly 
planted, to nourish it, cultivate it, and prune it 
The wind, you know, strengthens the young tree, 
so that, when old, it may bear up against heavier 
gales and storms. And so God's Spirit strengthens 
the vine in the soul, by gentle yet needful disci- 
pline, so that, when affliction or trial arises, it may 
not succumb to the gale, and may not be blown 
about by " every blast of vain doctrine." 

Again, as in the natural^ so in the spiritual world, 
there is need of the genial warmth of the sun. And 
who, save the loving "Sun of righteousness," can 
inspire with " bright beams of light " the hearts of 
His people ; make them fruitful, fertile, profitable } 
Our hearts must feel the warm rays of that glorified 
meteor shining down upon, and into them, before 
the ground will be sufficiently prepared to turn the 
seed sown to good account. Unless Christ Jesus is 
there to counteract, as it were, the storms and 
tempests of Satan's raising, the weak plants will 
droop and wither for want of heat and warmth. 
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Just as we wait for the milder atmosphere of spring 
to bring out all the lovely plants and flowers of our 
gardenSy so we must watch for the atmosphere of 
gra^Cy to send forth first the foliage, and then the 
fruit of our spiritual "vines." Our tender plants 
want sun : they are too tender, too delicate, to be 
cut by the bitter winds of adversity, before they 
are grown. Pray we then, in the words of our 
Church, that God may " cast His bright beams of 
light " upon us, that we " may so walk in the light 
of His truth, that we may at length attain to the 
light of everlasting life." 

Once more then, there is need of the element 
waUr, the dew of God's blessing, to moisten the 
soil, to nourish the plant, and to prevent its being 
parched and scorched by the too great heat of the 
sun. Paul " planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave 
the increase." It is God's plant: and therefore it 
must be irrigated by God's blessing. No one surely 
can question our need of this grace : all must feel 
that their own hearts are by nature hard and stony, 
and that it is only God's grace and mercy which 
can touch or melt the obduracy of unregenerate 
man. And if God's grace is not in our hearts, how 
can we hope to be saved } If our " vines " are not 
being daily replenished by His blessing, how are 
they ever to become fruitful } Each one of us has 
his own peculiar " vine," for which he, and he alone. 
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will be responsible. We have each received the 
grace of God's Spirit at our baptism ; and from our 
earliest years the good seed, the heavenly "vine" 
has been sown in our hearts. If then we refuse to 
attend to, and cultivate this precious plant, it must 
wither away and remain unfruitful. Unless we look 
early to the seedy we shall never be able to reap the 
harvest And oh, what misery will be ours, if, at 
the last great day of account, when the harvest of 
the gospel shall be reaped into the garner of ever- 
lasting life, we shall be found amongst the tareSy 
and set aside to be burned ! Oh, take good care 
then, while life and time are given you, so to 
amend your ways, and so to walk before God on 
earth, that you may have no reason to regret wasted 
talents, and neglected opportunities: "They made 
me keeper of the vineyards ; but mine own vineyard 
have I not kept." 

Notice, secondly, the care of the Church for the 
fruit in particular : " Whether the tender grape ap- 
pear." Since the " vineyard " is the heart of man, 
and the "vine" the word of God sown therein, it 
follows that the fruit of the vine must be the ordi- 
nary effects and productions of that heavenly seed : 
that is to say, all those " fruits of righteousness 
which are by Jesus Christ to the praise and glory 
of God : " Christian graces and Christian virtues. 
Looking into our own hearts, can we discover any 
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such signs of holiness ? have we faith, hope, love, 
humility ? It does not follow as a natural course of 
things, that the mere sowing of the seed will pro- 
duce such effects; any more than when we plant 
crops, we can tell whether they will produce an 
abundant or ^poor harvest The bride is not certain 
that she will find grapes on her vines : she goes to 
see ^^ whether'* they are beginning to appear. And 
in the same way, we must not reckon confidently 
on the fertility of our souls, till we can perceive 
actual proofs of their fruitfulness. And what are 
the proofs ? These very effects, — ^these very virtues 
which I have mentioned, — and many more. We 
know the wise saying of our Lord : " A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit ; " and therefore, if we 
find these goodfruitSy we may venture to hope that 
the parent tree is also good. But if not, — if no tender 
grape appear, — if we can find no such marks and 
signs of a holy life, — let us remember that the fault 
must be ours; and let us endeavour at once to 
remedy it. And what is the remedy ? Two common- 
place words will tell it : " Watch and Pray'' Watch 
against what is evil : pray for what is good. Watch 
against sin : pray for gr€u:e and strength^ that you 
may watch the better, The gardener, or the far- 
mer, who is disappointed of an expected crop, does 
not sit down in despair to fret over his loss; but 
immediately considers how he may avoid such a 
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mishap another season, and pays still greater care 
and greater attention to his ploughing and sowing 
than heretofore. Brethren, if you too find no " ten- 
der grape " on your " vines," " go, and do likewise." 
Use greater diligence to keep the seed in your heart, 
and to keep sin out of it ; and pray earnestly and 
hopefully that your labours may not be unrequited, 
nor your care, your pains, altogether in vain. And 
so, when "the harvest is past, and the summer 
ended," for the sake of Christ Jesus you will be 
saved. 

But before we leave this part of our subject, we 
must learn yet another lesson from the bride's care 
for her flowers as well as her fruit " Let us see," 
she says, " whether the pomegranates bud forth!' 
That word " bud " clearly shows her expectation of 
a blossom: and what learn we here? That whilst 
we are bringing forth fruit unto life, there should 
also be the flower^ — ^the bright blossom of the fruit. 
The fruit for God: ih^ flower for man. The fruit, 
we have said, is faith, hope, love, and the other 
Christian graces : then the flower will be the sign, 
as it were, of these, — the light to "shine before men ;" 
the proof of faith, and hope, and love, — good works. 
But we must carefully guard against a too common 
error in the world, — that these good works are essen- 
tial to salvation. The blossom of fruit trees, how- 
ever abundant, however lovely to the eyes, is yet of 
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no use whatever to man, except as a token or fore- 
runner of the fruit In the same way, good works 
are useful only as a proof, an outward sign, of inward 
faith ; but of themselves not necessary to salvation 
or justification. "We conclude," writes an apostle, 
" that a man is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the law." But, says St. James, " Faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone." The flower shines 
bright and beautiful to the sight of man ; so our 
good works are outward signs to the world at large, 
who can only witness the deed^ but are unable to 
read the motive. And since God alone is able to 
read the hearty oh, let us take diligent heed lest our 
good works proceed from wrong motives. The blos- 
som may be most plentiful, and yet the fruit little 
or none ; so our good works may appear most noble, 
most excellent to man^ while there is no real fruit, 
no " tender grape," no flourishing " vine." 

But whilst we are warned against displaying our 
blossom without any good fruity it is always as well 
that there should be ^eflower^ provided there is also 
the fruit. It is always as well that we should show 
forth our profession before men, not ostentatiously, 
not vain-gloriously ; but humbly, quietly, meekly, 
that others may learn from our example to walk 
rightly and holily before their God. " Let your light 
so shine before men" \so: up to such a point, and 
not beyond it, in a certain degree, and no further; 
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for the glory of God, and not for your own praise] 
"that they may see your good works and glorify 
{not you, but] your Father which is in heaven." The 
true Christian is a Christian at heart ; and yet no 
one can doubt that he is a Christian. There is that 
in his demeanour, and his conversation, which be- 
speaks his profession at once. He is not ashamed 
to be known and looked upon as such : and at the 
same time, he does not display his goodness openly, 
but leaves his neighbours to find it out in his cha- 
racter and his conduct Such a man bears both 
blossom and fruit. There is a kernel within the 
nut; an opening flower within the bud. Let us 
then " do likewise." Let us be fruit-bearers^ for the 
glory of God and our own salvation ; and flower- 
bearers, for the good of our fellow men : and when 
we look into our own vineyards to see if " the ten- 
der grape appear," let us look well to whether " the 
pomegranates bud forth." 

Last of all, notice the hriA^^s promise : " There will 
I give thee my loves." " There : " in the " vine- 
yards,*' — in my heart Yes, if we look into, and 
examine well and in a right spirit, our own sinful 
hearts, the effort must be to exite our warmest love 
to Christ. Because a sincere, candid search will at 
once convince us of our guilt and sin. This dis- 
covery will lead us to exclaim, " What must I do to 
be saved ? " and the spirit of conviction will return 
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an answer: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ" 
And why on Christ ? Because He died to take 
away our sin ; He gave Himself unto deaths that 
we, by His death, might have life. And who can 
think on this subject unmoved ? Who can meditate 
on the exceeding love of Christ to him^ and not feel 
a burning desire to know and to love Christ Him- 
self ? Yes : self-examination, conducted in a humble, 
conscious, earnest, prayerful spirit, has this great 
end and object, — to teach us to love Christ more. 
First convinced of sin, then led to seek a Saviour, 
then brought to meditate on all that wondrous 
scheme which constitutes His claim to the title of 
Saviour, and we mtist love Him. And still more, if 
we love Hitn^ we are assured that He will love us, 
" I love them," God says, "that love me." And again, 
" Draw nigh unto Gody and He will draw nigh unto 
your Brethren, let us begin this new year with 
Christ ; and to that end let us examine our own 
hearts. Let us prove ourselves in a humble, penitent 
spirit ; and we shall surely find that " there is none 
other name under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved." Oh, let us not forget that we 
have each our '* vinel* planted by God Himself; and 
that for the fruit of it we shall soon, we know not 
how soon, be responsible. Pray we then that that 
awful day may not find us unworthy cumberers of the 
ground ; but that, when the trumpet of the Lord 
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shall sound, and the angels shall go forth into all 
quarters of the world to reap in the Gospel harvest, 
we may each of us be gathered into the gamer of 
life, a sheaf ripe for immortality. Let us then, in 
penitence for the countless sins of the past, and with 
earnest resolutions to amend our ways for the time 
to come, let us with Christ for our guide and our 
teacher, "get up early" to our own ** vineyards," 
and "see if the vine flourish, whether the tender 
grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth." Let 
us daily examine well our own hearts, and " search 
out our spirits." Let us prepare our souls to be a fit 
habitation, and acceptable temple of purity and 
holiness for our Lord and Saviour. Let us pray 
that He in mercy and condescension may come and 
dwell within us ; and there let us give Him our loves. 
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"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

Hebrews xiii. 8. 



jERHAPS there is nothing in the world 
around us which more forcibly convinces 
man of his own utter helplessness and no- 
thingness, than time ; that mighty power, 
which though we see it not, we all must feel ; 
which is ever hurrying onwards in ceaseless step, 
unimpeded by the prayers or the efforts of mortal 
men ; and which, though we have not the slightest 
control over it, drags us along with it in the same 
even pace, and compels us, as we look back to the 
past, to confess that, in every point of view, we are 
not now what we once were. Forced onwards by 
the same irresistible impulse, the child finds himself 
to-day thinking like a child, to-morrow already 
putting away childish things ; and the man who but 
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yesterday was exulting in the full vigour of his 
bodily and mental powers, goes forth to-day with 
tottering step, and dimmed eye ; and finds, it may 
be for the first time, that here he at least has "no 
continuing city." 

Our life is essentially a shifting scene, — a moving 
panorama of human experience ; now lit up by the 
gleaming sunshine of prosperity, and now again 
darkened by the swelling clouds of trouble and 
affliction. Ever changing : and yet in some respects 
ever the same. Limited by the sovereign hand that 
rules the world, but to us uncertain and precarious ; 
hanging, as it were, on a thread; "swifter than a 
weaver's shuttle : " "a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away ; " a tiny atom 
in the annals of the world ; a single drop in the deep 
ocean of time. Yesterday, to-day, to-morrow, these 
are the three ingredients in our short existence ; on 
these depend all our hopes, our apprehensions, our 
schemes, our undertakings, the extent of our earthly 
enjoyment, and the limit of our earthly woe. To 
some yesterday is as a milestone, which tells that 
one more stage of their weary life is past and gone ; 
whilst others look back to it with regret, and long to 
live it over again, with all its bright and happy 
associations unmarred by sorrow's touch, unsullied 
by one dark shadow. To-morrow looms hazily in 
the future, teeming with expectations, and hopes, 
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and fears : one man peering inquisitively into its 
probable results, while another dreads even to think 
of what it may produce. To-day is all that we can 
really call our own : yesterday was a loan which we 
haVe been forced to restore, — to-morrow is our's only 
in contingent reversion : to-day, and only to day, is 
our actual possession. Yesterday h4is been our's: 
to-morrow may be our's : it is only of to-day that we 
can truly say that it is our*s. How important then 
must the events and the issues of each day, as it 
comes and goes, be to us all ! How momentous the 
impression which it leaves on our character and our 
hearts I And yet the high value of each single day 
we are too apt to lose sight of: the ordinary routine 
of custom and habit deadens our sense and appre- 
ciation of its worth. It is only on a certain few 
marked occasions that our eyes are opened to this 
truth. Such an occasion, of course, is the opening 
of a new year ; the day on which the past and the 
future are brought most prominently before our 
eyes ; the day on which we receive, as it were, a 
fresh lease of our life, and date another memorable 
epoch in our earthly existence. On such a day, at 
such a season as this, there are few persons who 
do not think over the principal events which have 
affected themselves during the year now past and 
gone. It is our natural inclination to look back and 
review the leading circumstances which have either 
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embittered or enlivened the old year. The worldly 
man does it to see how much pleasure, how much 
self-indulgence he has allowed himself, and to dwell 
with satisfaction on the many recollections which 
crowd upon his mind. The man of business does it 
to calculate how his affairs have stood during the 
year; whether his expenditures have been less or 
greater than those of previous years. The Christian 
looks back, and thinks of his '' sins, negligences^ and 
ignorances ; " not to pride himself upon their dimi- 
nution. but to humble himself for their enormity, 
and to recount all the mercies of his God, all the 
thousand ways in which he has bieen assured of his 
Saviour's guiding love. 

But whatever be the motives which prompt men 
at this time to pause and look back, all must arrive 
at one and the same conclusion. One great and lead- 
ing fact forces itself on each and all: How many 
changes have taken place ! There is not a man in 
the world who has not felt, during the past year, 
some change either in his temporal condition, or in 
his spiritual state, or in those about him ; and as the 
worldly man thinks of the changes of the past, he 
exclaims, " Oh, if it were not for these, how uninter- 
rupted would be my happiness ! how complete my 
enjoyment of life ! " The business man, too, thinks 
of them, and says, " Oh, were it not for these, how 
smooth and pleasantly would my business run ! how 



74 SERMON V. 

free from trouble and vexation and disappointment!" 
And the Christian thinks of the changes, and what 
does Ae say ? " Oh, were it not for these, religion 
would bring me no real, no lasting peace. I should 
derive no comfort from the thought of 'Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.' " 

Amid so much that is uncertain and changeable, 
how readily does the mind seize on anything that is 
really firm, sure, and enduring. How anxiously do 
men try to find some little resting-place for the soles 
of their feet, — some little crevice in the mighty rock 
of time, where the withering storm, that shall turn 
the garden of Eden into a desolate wilderness, shall 
not hurt them. Not more eagerly does the ship- 
wrecked sailor strain his eyes, as he rises to the top 
of some seething billow, for the friendly strand 
where he may find rest and safety. And yet, though 
the world has gone on for well nigh six thousand 
years, her children, " wiser in their generation " than 
" even the children of light," have never found that 
which they have sought and sought again. Still are 
they strangers to substantial peace. Long have 
men been labouring and toiling all the day, wearing 
out a whole life-time in anxiety and care and am- 
bition ; but yet, after all, it has been only " for the 
meat which perisheth," and while they were eating 
it, it has perished in their very mouths. One thing, 
and one alone, remains the same. In the swelling 
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tide of all '' the changes and chances of this mortal 
life," there is but one solid Rock, which has weathered 
every storm, and withstood the fiercest hurricane. 
Tested by the countless years of a by-past eternity, 
that Rock has stood: "the Rock of ages." Thousands 
there are who have sought refuge in its crevices; 
thousands who have sheltered themselves in its open 
clefts, from the fury of the tempest and the surging 
of the sea. While all around is changing, it alone 
is unaltered. Bound by no laws, fettered by no 
limits of duration, it has been, and is, and ever shall 
be the "only present help in trouble;" for this is the 
signal light that shines out from that beacon Rock 
over the deep dark waters of sin and death, "Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

" The same yesterday'' How many proofs have 
we had of His sameness, even in the year which has 
just run its course. What has that year been but a 
catalogue of mercies ? What was its every day, its 
every hour, but a special gift from God } In that 
year God gave us fifty-two Sundays, — fifty-two 
special opportunities of drawing nearer to Him, 
knowing more of Him, and devoting ourselves afresh 
to His service. And think, if you can, of all the 
means of grace apart from these, which He has 
vouchsafed to us. Every single day has He been 
listening to our prayers : He has put His own Word 
into our very hands ; He has constantly admitted 
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us to His table. Sunday after Sunday He has 
"opened to us the gates of righteousness;" week 
after week has His redeeming love been preached in 
our ears. And these surely are blessings which 
every man who means to " save his soul alive," will 
reckon among the highest and the best gifts of the 
old year. And then, the temporal mercies : health 
and strength, food and raiment, preservation from 
countless known and unknown dangers, and all those 
many things which comfort life, — ^all these are special 
ministrations from God. 

And if we are inclined to say, " After all, there is 
nothing so remarkable in this ; God has done as much 
for us in m^ny previous years: " this is just the very 
point we are trying to establish. All these mercies, 
trifling and ordinary as they may seem, are the very 
testimonies which we have from day to day, that 
change as we may, God is ever and always the same. 

Or look, for a moment, at His more individual 
mercies, — those seasons at which His love has come 
specially home to our hearts. Think of the days on 
which we seemed to feel God tiearer to us than at 
other times, — days of special communion with Him, 
— days when our souls seemed to care less for earth, 
and more for heaven. Look back to the dark hour 
of affliction, when God was peculiarly precious to 
the soul ; or the time of difficulty and perplexity, 
iirhen He smoothed down the roughness of the way; 
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or the powerful temptation, which, by His strength, 
we were enabled to overcome ; and let us ask our- 
selves if God has not on every occasion amply ful- 
filled His word, — if He has not honestly acted up 
to all His promises regarding us, — if He has not 
been, under the ever varying experiences of the past 
year, all He promised to be. 

Depend upon it, no one man sought for Christ last 
year who did not find Him. There was not one 
who was stirred up to think of his soul's salvation, 
and to give up his habits of sin, and amend his ways, 
who has not known something of the "joy and peace 
in believing " in a living and loving Saviour. Not 
one of those who last year were effectually awakened 
by the warning voice of God's ministers (and we 
may reasonably suppose that some, at least, were so), 
not one has since regretted that he heard the sermon 
which startled him, or wished that he were still living 
in the ways of death, and earning the wages of his 
own wilful sin. While to those who, by God's grace, 
have long known and loved their Saviour, we may 
be sure that the old year has but added another 
silent and impressive testimony to His goodness and 
His worth. It is but gone to join that glorious 
"cloud of witnesses," which shall one day testify 
before the assembled world of the immutability of 
redeeming love ; and even now, as the believer looks 
back to all he has done and felt and suffered during 
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that vanished year, with a heart full of thankfulness, 
and lips filled with praise, he will take up the words 
of the Psalmist, and say. Lord, " Thou art the same, 
and Thy years shall not fail" "Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

But if a retrospect of the past affords us such con- 
vincing proofs of the unchanging love of the triune 
God towards us, we may gather from the fleeting 
experiences of the present moment thoughts of no 
less importance or comfort He is "the same to- 
dayy If we look at the present condition of our 
own lives, either temporally or spiritually, we cannot 
fail to see this. Each breath we are now drawing, 
the health we now enjoy, the prospects we now have 
of happiness for the future, the various comforts and 
luxuries we now possess; or, again, the means of 
grace which now are within our reach, the oppor- 
tunities we have had to-day of assembling in the 
house of God, hearing His word, and partaking of 
His most blessed feast of love; all these are His 
own gifts : and yet we are so accustomed to them, — 
we are so in the habit of taking them as matters of 
course, that we too often fail to see in them all the 
impress of their Divine Author. We too often forget 
that we are indebted to God's goodness for the 
smallest crumb of our daily bread, no less than for 
the higher and more special blessings which we 
receive from His hand ; and God's power is just as 
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much exerted in maintaining a constant and regular 
supply of what He has once given, as it is in be- 
stowing special gifts at special times. 

Yes : this very day is another witness to the 
immutability of the Saviour. And when we think of 
the perishing thousands around us, — ^the countless 
multitudes of men who are living in habitual and 
hardened sin, with the awful prospect of dying a 
hopeless death, how does the recollection that "Jesus 
Christ is the same," shine like ''a light in a dark 
place" The sinner's Friend : ever " the same." His 
heart even now yearning over the souls He died to 
save, — ^yearning, it may be, over our souls, and plead- 
ing with His people in the tones of tenderest expos- 
tulation : " Why will ye die, O house of Israel ? " 
Ready this day to hear the faltering confession of 
some newly awakened penitent, well nigh " dead in 
trespasses and sins;" ready to listen to the first 
stammering cry for pardon, from some poor sinner's 
lips : as ready to hear even now, as when that dying 
voice from the felon's cross fell faintly on His ears, 
was heard, and answered, "Lord, remember me." 
He is "the same to-day" as when He wept over the 
fatal blindness of the devoted city, or raised again 
that widow's son at the gate of Nain. That same 
heart which then grieved for the obduracy and un- 
belief of His people. He now wears upon the throne. 
Though He in Person is in glory, His love, His 
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sympathies, are with His Church on earth : His lost 
sheep are still in His mind. Still He lives and loves; 
and that selfsame voice, which for more than eighteen 
hundred years has blown the Gospel trumpet in all 
quarters of the world, and proclaimed the glorious 
message of more than human love, " Come unto Me, 
and I will give you rest," calls to us all to-day, be- 
seeching us to be saved. While the warning cry is 
still as ever heard, " Now is the accepted time : be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation." 

And then, once more, that glorious assurance to 
the believer, in love and strength to come: "the 
Sdjntfor ever,'' " I am He that Hveth ; and, behold, 
I am alive for evermorer That same gracious pro- 
tection which has hitherto guided our steps, will still 
be our's. That Fatherly hand, which from child- 
hood's days has shielded and defended us, shall still 
be our " pillar of cloud " by day ; the indwelling 
Spirit of Christ, with all His quickening, renewing, 
and sanctifying energy, shall still be unto us a " fire 
to give light by night." With what better motto 
can we set out on the duties, the trials, the joys, the 
sorrows of another year } What better watchword 
can we take, as we are girding on our armour and 
entering upon a fresh campaign on the wide battle- 
field of life, than the thought of "Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever " ? 

And let this thought be our saf^uard against 
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yielding to temptation. The same Jesus will be 
with us who was Himself tempted: He knows all 
our infirmities, all our weak points, all our secret 
inclinations to sin. The same power which so 
signally repelled "the crafts and assaults" of the 
devil in the lonely wilderness, will ever be at hand 
to shield us from an overpowering attack. Strong 
the temptation often will be, in order more search- 
ingly to test our faith; but with every temptation, 
the greatest and the smallest alike, "a way to escape" 
will be provided, " that we may be able to bear it." 
" For in that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted. 
He is able to succour them that are tempted." 

Again : let the thought of Christ's sameness pre- 
serve us from all doubts and fears and questionings 
as to His power, or His willingness to help us in 
trouble. He who has done so much for us already, 
is surely His own guarantee for the future ; He who 
died for us, will surely provide all lesser blessings. 
Yi\s power is ever the same, unimpaired ]py time, not 
blunted by constant exercise: He "fainteth not, 
neither is weary." Still does He bear upon His 
breastplate that title of ancient days, which all that 
run may read: "I am that I am." And His love^ too, 
IS the same. He loves His own " unto the end; " " I 
am with you alway;" "Thy loving kindness and 
mercy shall follow me," says David, "^?//the days of 

my life." That love, which once prompted the 
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Redeemer to offer Himself in our stead on the 
cross, is still, and ever will be, the rich inheritance of 
His people. "His banner over us is love." It is 
His unalterable love that appoints our trials, as well 
as our more manifest blessings : " Whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth." 

And then again, when we think of Him always 
the same, let us beware of indulging in peering 
inquisitively into the events of the future, or specu- 
lating as to what may possibly befall us. To all of 
us does Jesus seem to speak as He did to St. Peter: 
" If I will " that it be so, " What is that to thee ? 
Follow thou Me." If troubles and afflictions are in 
store, do not meet them on the way ; and let not 
the constant brooding over future contingencies 
interfere with the right performance of present duty. 
Our future troubles are, after all, only things which 
may be: our duty is clearly and definitely laid 
down, — a sure and living reality, a plain and an 
undisguised fact. And even laying aside the right 
and the wrong of the question altogether, what is the 
use of such morbid forebodings and apprehensions } 
They cannot ward off the calamity, — ^they cannot 
prevent God from doing His will : they only disturb 
and unsettle the mind, and unfit it for the present 
duties of life. How far happier is that man who 
sets himself steadily and resolutely to accomplish 
the simple duties of to-day, than he who is ever 
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racking his mind either with vain and empty regrets 
over yesterday, or with dark and gloomy appre- 
hensions about to-morrow. "Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof." Standing on the brink of 
another year, boldly may the Christian plunge into 
the waves, even though he cannot see the other side, 
if he do but trust humbly and fearlessly in an 
unchanging Saviour. He, who has made religion 
the one grand object and centre of his life, will 
always find it specially valuable at such times as 
these ; because it is then that its real support is most 
forcibly brought out. It is then that he feels most 
strongly that he is leaning on no frail staff, no 
"bruised reed," but a genuine, satisfying reality. 
The might of Jesus is his only trust ; and so, clinging 
closer and closer to " the everlasting arms," he dares 
to face the fiercest wave, and to stem the strongest 
current. He full well "knows whom he has be- 
lieved ; " he knows why he has believed Him, and he 
not only " reckons that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed," but he is persuaded that 
Christ " is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him." 

Finally, there is one thought more that we can 
hardly pass over at such a time. Those words " for 
ever " imply more than the limits of a single year, 
more than the " threescore years and ten " of the age 
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of man ; aye, more than the bounds of the world's 
existence. They seem to lead us out of our depth, 
till we are lost in the fathomless ocean of eternity. 
Little can we now realize all which that solemn word 
implies, and well is it that we cannot : for how much 
more glorious will be that day, when the endless, 
boundless, immeasurable ages of the life everlasting 
burst on our exalted and ennobled comprehension, 
than if it were only the possession of some inheri- 
tance which we had seen and known long ago. 

Jesus will be "the same then." In the brilliant 
courts of the heaven of heavens, that love, which 
has always been "about our path and about our 
bed," will reign paramount. That love Divine, 
which we have so often neglected, despised, abused, 
will then be consummated in the Redeemer's full 
and complete satisfaction at the final salvation of 
the precious " travail of His soul." And when ten 
thousand times ten thousand years shall have 
passed away, we shall only be standing, as it were, 
on the new years' day of our immortal life. And 
if we may then look back to the perils through 
which we have been safely guided, the dangers and 
trials in which we have been supported and pre- 
served, the watchword of the Church militant will 
then become the victory-hymn of the Church trium- 
phant : " Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever." 
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"From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the 
same my name shall be great among the Gentiles ; and in every place 
incense shall be offered imto my name, and a pure offering : for my 
name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. " — 
Malachi i. I T. 



[HERE is no event in the whole history of 
our blessed Lord's career on earth, which 
concerns us more closely than that which 
our Church brings to our minds on this 
day: namely, His manifestation to the Gentiles, 
For if the life and death of Christ had been designed 
only to influence a particular people, as the Jews, — 
if all others had been excluded from the power of 
His atonement, and the effects of His redemption, — 
if the kingdom of heaven were promised to none 
but children of Israel, we should never have heard 
of a Saviour, we should never have profited by a 
Saviour's blood, we should have no hopes of pardon, 
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no right to expect an inheritance among the saints. 
But God's Fatheriy mercy was capable of larger 
schemes than this. He resolved to give up His well 
beloved Son to die for sin ; but not for this person's 
sin, or that person's sin, but for the sin of the whole 
world. Since an atonement was to be made, He 
graciously invited all to profit by it ; and thus we, 
Gentiles as we are, included in the dark catalogue of 
sinners, are allowed to come forward and put in our 
claim to the saving and sanctifying blood of the 
Lamb. • Keeping this important recollection in view, 
we will devote our attention to the following points, 
gathered from the text : — 

First, the name of Christ known among the 
Gentiles. 

Secondly, Christ worshipped by the Gentiles. 

Thirdly, the hope given of an universal brother- 
hood in Christ. 

May God the Holy Spirit enlighten and assure 
our hearts, and bless the seed sown in them unto 
everlasting life. " From the rising of the sun even 
unto the going down of the same (that is, from east 
to west), my name shall be great among the Gen- 
tiles." That Christ should be made known to the 
Gentiles, was the constant theme of the voice of 
prophecy. There is hardly a single Prophet, who 
foretells any of the events relating to Christ's coming, 
who does not, either directly or indirectly, make some 
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allusion to His epiphany. In the Psalms there are 
many instances where mention is made of this sub- 
ject Take, for instance, a passage in Psalm Ixv., 
where it is said, " O Thou that hearest prayer, unto 
Thee shall all flesh come." Now this evidently in- 
cludes more than the one nation of the Jews. " All 
flesh'' must take in all mankind, all the world. Here, 
then, we have an express assurance that all the 
world shall be brought to Christ Again, refer to 
Psalm Ixviii., where (verse 31) we read, "Princes 
shall come out of Egypt ; Ethiopia shall soon .stretch 
out her hands unto God." Take one more example 
from Psalm Ixxii., at the eleventh verse : ^^All kings 
shall fall down before Him ; all nations shall serve 
Him." So that, you see, David, who wrote nearly 
three hundred years before Isaiah and the greater 
prophets, had a clear intimation as to this great and 
important manifestation of a Saviour to all the 
tribes of the earth. In no place will you find it, 
however, more strikingly alluded to than by Isaiah, 
in that glorious description of the conversion of the 
Gentile world, drawn out in the eleventh chapter: 
"In that day," he says, "there shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; 
to it shall the Gentiles seek." Again : " He shall set 
up an ensign for the nations." In the prophecy of 
Ezekiel, too, there is a remarkable passage in the 
last verse of chapter thirty-seven, where it is said. 
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"The heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of 
them for evermore." These and numerous other 
instances, which a little study and research will 
bring before you, all tend to prove the intimation 
that was given to the early Prophets, that the pro- 
mised Saviour should be made known and worshipped 
by Gentiles. And it is worthy of remark, that these 
prophecies were delivered by Jews, — men who des- 
pised all who had not received the law of Moses, 
and who therefore despised the Gentile world. Yet 
these Jews were directed to proclaim the future 
union of all nations in one religion, and that religion 
the worship of the Messiah, to whom the Jews looked 
forward as peculiarly their own, and of whose atten- 
tion the service and homage of other nations was 
not worthy. But, on the contrary, it was the very 
people of the Jews who despised and rejected the 
Saviour. " He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not." The very Jews who had made 
such boasting of the honour done to them by the 
coming of a Deliverer from among them for all 
other nations, — ^these very Jews who would not allow 
any one else to put in any claim to the efficacy and 
power of the Messiah's coming, voluntarily made 
way for the Gentiles by dishonouring their King. 
They rejected Him, and they were themselves re- 
jected, and the vineyard was given to more profitable. 
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more trustworthy, more faithful servants. Hear how 
St Paul brings home this fact* to their consciences : 
" It was necessary that the word of God should first 
have been spoken to you ; but seeing ye put it from 
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life, lo, we turn to the -Gentiles." 

Christ belonged (so to speak) in a peculiar manner 
to the Jews. He had long been promised to them ; 
and when first He came into the world, they were 
invited to come and worship Him. The news was 
brought to them of the Advent before any other 
nation heard it. Peculiar favour was always shown 
to them. They were apprised of the birth of a 
Saviour by the voices of the angelic chorus; the 
Gentiles were guided only by a star: the Jewish 
shepherds were evidently favoured more than the 
Gentile learned and wise men. But see the different 
spirit in which they received the tidings : the 
Jewish shepherds were prompted by a feeling of 
curiosity to see the wonderful event that had hap- 
pened at Bethlehem ; the wise men of the Gentiles 
asked anxiously, " Where is He that is born King 
of the Jews } [you see that they were quite willing 
to pay deference to the Jews' prerogative], for we 
have seen His star in the East, and are come to 
worship Him." No mention is made of the Jews 
making offerings to their infant King, or (even 
supposing that they were too poor to do so) paying 
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any homage to Him. The Gentiles " presented unto 
Him gifts ; gold, and* frankincense, and myrrh," the 
choicest their country produced: and not only so, 
we read that " they fell down and worshipped Him," 
Surely St. Matthew, who omits the narrative of 
the Jewish shepherds given by St Luke, would have 
gladly introduced it, if he had been able to mention 
his countrymen's adoration of their infant Saviour. 
May we not suppose that this was partly his reason 
for leaving out the occurrence } That as St. Luke, 
from modesty, leaves out the adoration of the Magi 
(himself being a Gentile, or, at least, of Gentile 
origin) ; so St. Matthew, from a feeling of unwilling- 
ness (shall we say, of shame } ) says nothing of the 
approach of his own people, the Jews, to the birth- 
place of the Messiah } Contrast, for a moment, the 
different views of Jew and Gentile with regard to 
Christ. The Jews, ever since their wanderings 
under Moses, had from time to time received inti- 
mation of the coming of a Saviour; and by their 
prophets, His character, offices, and power were even 
minutely described : and the Jewish people looked 
forward to His advent. But in their sanguine and 
eager desires, they made one great mistake, which 
unfitted them for receiving their Lord worthily: 
they understood the prophecies relating to Him in a 
literal manner ; they expected an earthly, temporal 
Saviour, who should " restore again the kingdom to 
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Israel." And so when Christ came into the worid, 
they could not believe that the lowly infant in the 
manger at Bethlehem was Zion's King, the promised 
"Shiloh," the "Prince" foretold by Isaiah, the "King" 
of Zechariah, the Deliverer, who, they thought, should 
" redeem Israel." And this mistake, this prejudice, 
so worked upon them, that they really rejected, and 
would not receive " the Lord of glory." And then 
the Gentiles were invited to do homage to Him. 
The first-fruits of the Gentiles, the " wise men from 
the East," set a noble example, and one after another, 
by slow degrees, they came over to the faith of 
Christ. Of course they came slowly and gradually, 
for they had not, as the Jews, heard much of Christ, 
and it required some persuasion and conviction to 
assure them that He was worthy of their service. It 
took some time and sound argument to prove what 
He could and would do for them. So the Gentiles 
are by no means to be blamed for their slackness in 
coming over to the side of Christ. 

Brethren, we are Gentiles, and surely we come 
slowly enough. We, who are enlightened, — ^we, who 
have the testimony of God*s word, and so many 
means of grace, — we come slowly enough. Then 
"judge not, that ye be not judged." Oh, think of 
God's infinite mercy in allowing the Gentiles to 
receive His Son ! He might have said, " Since the 
Jews will not receive Him, no other nation is worthy 
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of Him." He might have turned away in disgust at 
the base ingratitude and unbelief which His own 
peculiar people showed in return for all His favour, 
and might not have given us Gentiles a chance of 
turning to God, and embracing His Gospel. But so 
great is His mercy, that not only has He invited us 
to come unto Him, that we may have life, but He 
has left it in the power of the thankless Jews to 
return, if they will, and believe in Christ It is 
curious, that at the present time, the Gentiles are 
doing all they can to convert the Jews ; that God's 
chosen, but rebellious people, are now reduced to 
such a state of apostacy, that they are being brought 
back to the fold, and even baptized by Gentiles ; 
that those who once boasted that with them rested, 
as it were, the spring and source of all religion, and 
who were so anxious to make proselytes to their 
faith, should now themselves be proselytized at the 
hands of those persons upon whom they used to 
look down as infidels and heathen. Thus has the 
name of Christ become " great among the Gentiles." 
Not only is it " known " among them, but " great : " 
that is, honoured, respected, loved. 

We may observe, that though the Gentiles required 
some persuasion to convince them of the truth of 
the Christian religion, yet, when they perceived its 
real superiority and worth, they were most willing 
and ready to embrace it Look at Cornelius : im- 
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mediatdy he sent for Peter, that he might be con- 
vinced and taught ; and being convinced, he desired 
to be instantly baptized, that there might be no 
delay in his enlisting under the banner of his Lord. 
Look, too, at the Ethiopian eunuch. As soon as 
Philip had expounded thoroughly the scheme of 
the Gospel, he was convinced ; and at the first con- 
venient spot, he stopped in the midst of his journey, 
and was baptized. Look at the Philippian jailer, 
who at midnight received the holy rite, with all his 
family. Oh, well should we act, if we imitated more 
closely the zeal and anxiety and interest of these 
first Gentile converts, these first-fruits of the Gentiles. 

But not only is the name of Christ said to be 
"great" among the Gentiles, but the text declares, 
secondly y that He shall be worshipped by them : " In 
every place incense shall be offered unto my name, 
and a pure offering." 

In this glorious announcement let me call your 
attention to two things : that Christ is to be wor- 
shipped " in every place," and " with a pure offering." 
In other words, the worship of Christ is to be uni- 
versal and sincere. We have much reason to thank 
God for the spread of His blessed Gospel as far 
as it has yet been circulated among the Gentiles. 
Though we cannot yet say with truth that Christ is 
worshipped ever3rwhere, yet we must be aware that 
His cause and His religion are daily gaining ground. 
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The purposes for which He came amongst us are 
being gradually and steadily unfolded. He daily 
shines forth brighter and brighter, as a " Light to 
lighten the Gentiles." Incense is daily offered to 
His name. Fresh houses of prayer are springing 
up around us. In London alone it is astonishing to 
reckon up the churches that have been built (the 
true Christian churches, I mean, that have been 
built) within the last few years. Yes, thanks be to 
God, we have abundant proof that the Saviour is 
accepted and received by the Gentiles. Though 
the minister's labours be often discouraged by the 
obstinacy of some and the unbelief of others, we 
cannot doubt that the Lord is now, as in the days 
of the Apostles, "adding to the Church daily 
such as should be saved." We cannot doubt that 
He is gathering "His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other : " for His 
Church is constantly receiving fresh members ; the 
banner of Christ crucified is constantly enlisting 
fresh soldiers and warriors. But though we may not 
yet see the fulfilment of the prophecy, our duty is 
plain : we must beware lest we hinder the spread of 
the Gospel : we must beware lest except by us it be 
universally received. Oh, take we good heed, then, to 
embrace its precious truths and promises while we 
may. " Now is the accepted time : now is the day 
of salvation." And not only are we to receive them 
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ourselves ; we must extend the privileges which we 
enjoy to others also. Our Lord compared a certain 
class of persons to those who built on a sure and 
lasting foundation, when He said, "Whosoever hear- 
eth these sayings of mine and doeth them:" but He 
went further than this on one occasion, when He 
had been teaching and conversing with the people, 
and ended His sermon by observing, — " Whosoever 
shall do, and teach (my commandments), the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 
What a glorious incentive to each one of us to do 
our utmost to bring every benighted soul that comes 
under our influence nearer to God! "Great in 
the kingdom of heaven." A noble reward for a 
noble employment : a labour of love requited by 
a throne " in heavenly places." For bringing erring 
brethren to Christ, we shall be brought to partake 
of His blessed kingdom. But let not this be our 
principal object in our work of love. Let us not 
think so much how we may advantage and bring 
honour on ourselves, as how we may glorify God 
and promote His kingdom on earth ; let us endea- 
vour to extend His Gospel, and the worship of His 
dear Son, that incense may indeed be offered unto 
His name everywhere ; that every spot in the broad 
earth may acknowledge "one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men;" that "the desert" may "re- 
joice and blossom as the rose;" that the water of life 
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may gush forth from the hard and barren rock. But 
observe, further, the sincerity of the worship that is 
foretold for the Saviour. " Incense shall be offered 
unto my name, and a pure offering." And this is 
the most comforting assurance of all. Not only, 
you see, is Christ to be worshipped, but He is to be 
worshipped "in spirit and in truth." He is wor- 
shipped by the Church now, but the ^^pure offering" 
is given only by a few. Wherein, then, lies the dis- 
tinction ? Inasmuch as worship is an outward cere- 
mony, sincerity of worship is the " pure offering " of 
a pure heart. The worldly man worships, the hypo- 
crite worships, the sensualist worships : that is, they 
bend the knee, and kneel before God with the rest 
of the congregation ; they offer an offering, but it is 
not "pure." Take a remarkable instance: that of 
the Pharisee and the publican. The Pharisee wor- 
shipped: he used a long prayer, he expressed his 
gratitude to God for various mercies, and here he 
stopped. The publican worshipped too, but he 
offered a ^^pure offering." The Pharisee's offering 
was a proud, self-righteous heart ; the publican's was 
a broken, penitent heart. Who can doubt which 
was the purest offering } In one word, the Pharisee 
offered Cain's offering, the publican that of AbeL 
And have we no offering for God } Dare we g^ive 
unto the Lord our God "that which doth cost us 
nothing".? Perhaps you say, "I am too sinful to 
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sacrifice to the Lord." But that is just what He 
wants. Let your sin be your offering: make it 
oyer entirely to Jesus. Relieve your burdened heart 
at the foot of the cross, and be sure that your offer- 
ing will be accepted. Offer in faith^ and your 
offering will be "pure." Believe that you are un- 
worthy to offer, but that God has graciously invited 
you to do so, and you will be presenting " a pure 
offering," — a sacrifice of a " sweet smelling savour." 
And when you are hesitating, and half afraid to 
jM'esent yourselves, remember the words of your 
risen Saviour : " Him that cometh unto Me, I will in 
no wise cast out" Let me exhort you, then, in the 
words of St Paul, " by the mercies of God (let that 
be your plea), that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service." 

But we proposed to notice, in the third place, the 
blessed hope given in the text, of an union and 
brotherhood of all nations in Christ. You see that 
the verse ends with the glorious and encouraging 
declaration, "My name shall be great among the 
heathen, saith the Lord of Hosts." Here is an ex- 
press promise from the mouth of God Himself, and 
who can doubt its truth ? Much as we rejoice at 
the spread of the Gospel over this land, and over 
distant lands, and eager as we are to notice its still 

wider extension, nobody cafi lopk at the sin and 

H 
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wickedness which, even in a civilized and Christian 
land like our's, abound, and yet say that the worship 
of God is universal. Much, indeed, has already been 
done; many efforts have been made to promote God's 
glory among darkened nations, and in many cases 
God has mercifully crowned our efforts with success. 
But much is still to be done, and it is our business 
to do it. Let it not be all our share in the work, 
to calculate and conjecture how far we may succeed, 
or how far we are most likely to fail ; all we have to 
do is to acty to do our best^ and leave the issue in 
God's hands. We must not hide our talent in a 
napkin, because it is too precious to use, or because 
we fear that it will be thrown away on those for 
whom we spend it. No: lay it out, discreetly, wisely, 
judiciously, prayerfully, hopefully; and depend upon 
it, some day it will be restored to you with interest 
Think what a field of missionary labour is open 
before us. Consider that we are Gentiles, and all 
those poor heathen, whom we are called upon to 
convert, are Gentiles too. What a kindred feeling 
springs up at once ! What a joyful task to bring 
brothers to Christ ; to be the blessed means, through 
God's grace, of saving a brother's soul ! " All ye are 
brethren." The thought should inspire us with love 
and compassion. We should feel an interest in them, 
for had not Christ died for us, and had not His 
blessed Gospel been preached to us, we should have 
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been in the same state of ignorance and darkness as 
they are ; and the feeling of pity naturally incites a 
desire to do what we can to relieve them. And 
what are we to do ? Surely our line of duty is clear 
enough. We have a great treasure which they have 
not: our endeavour, therefore, should be to impart 
it to them. And that treasure, that " pearl of great 
price," is no other than " the Gospel of your salva- 
tion," the record of a Saviour's acts, a Saviour's love. 
People are very apt to talk high of their regard for 
the unconverted heathen, and to express great in- 
terest in their behalf, and a great anxiety to benefit 
them ; at the same time, they lament that they are 
so far away, and that they cannot give them the aid 
they would, owing to their distance. And thus they 
quiet their consciences. But they never seem to 
consider that there are plenty of opportunities at 
home, which call for and deserve their best exertions. 
We have hundreds of Gentiles at home, brethren, 
to whom the Gospel has never been preached, and 
who have therefore no certain assurance of the 
"truth as it is in Jesus." I will not call such persons 
actually "heathen," but I see no reason why the 
term should not be applied. Look at the wretched 
multitudes who live in the miserable alleys and back 
lanes, not of London only, but of all our lar^" 
towns; three or four families, perhaps, crowd' 
gether in a small house, it may be, wit^ 
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room for each family. No Scripture reader to preach 
Christ to them, no Sunday school near where their 
children can be sent (and if there was, they would 
never send them), no church even to invite them to 
come, Sabbath after Sabbath, to offer the sacrifice of 
prayer and praise. These are the scenes which call 
out for Christian sympathy. These are the scenes 
where a Christian visitor would find ample field for 
all his talked-of labours and interest Surely heathen 
at home are, or ought to be, more to us than heathen 
in distant lands. Why then spend so much money 
on theniy whilst you care not to give a farthing to 
bring the others one step nearer to Christ? Not 
that I wish, in the least degree, to damp or check 
your interest for the poor Africans, and Hindoos, 
and the islanders of the Pacific, for they are well 
worthy of your esteem and encouragement ; but I 
wish to enforce the old adage, " Charity begins at 
home." You may give hundreds of pounds to the 
missionary sermons, and other charities, without 
feeling the least care or interest in the object. You 
may "give your body to be burned" for the heathen, 
and yet have no charity. But when you look at 
home, and see the crying want of religion, the total 
lack of Christian comfort that you may meet with 
even in your own parish, and when that sight excites 
an impulse that cannot be resisted, — ^when you feel 
that you must do something for them, — ^when you 
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pay a visit of sympathy to the mourner, or when 
you (regardless of your own choice) go to the abodes 
of sin and wickedness and abject misery, and preach 
a risen Saviour, that is true charity. Remember the 
testimony which St. Paul bears to its during worth : 
" Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but 
the greatest of these is charity." And once again : 
" Charity suffereth long, and is kind." 

Thus much for our own individual endeavours. 
We each know what we can do ; let us each take 
care to do it But let us now say a word as to 
the hopes we may entertain with regard to the effect 
of our labours. There is no doubt, from various 
passages of Scripture, that there is a time coming 
when " the earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea : " a time when Christ's religion shall be universal, 
when His Gospel shall be the one acknowledged and 
practised standard of morality and faith, when all 
** wicked doers shall be rooted out," when we shall 
all be "knit together in one communion and fellow- 
ship," when all men shall acknowledge the same . 
God as their Creator, when all shall believe in the 
same Lord as their Redeemer, and when all shall be 
influenced by the same Holy Spirit as their Sancti- 
fier and Teacher. Such a time will, doubtless, come : 
whetty or how^ we know not But we do know, from 
the infallible warrant of God's revealed word, that 
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** our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord ; " and 
that as our blessed and exemplary Lord and Master 
saw " of the travail of His soul " and was " satisfied ; " 
so we may look forward to a blessed and happy 
result of our " work and labour of love." We have 
the express promise of God Himself, "My name 
shall be great among the Gentiles : " not only 
known, not only heard of, not only preached, but 
great among the Gentiles. Great (that is) " to the 
pulling down of strongholds," great to root out all 
prejudice and unbelief and hardness of heart, great 
to extirpate all manner of sin and wickedness, great 
in establishing its own Divine power and superiority, 
great in purchasing to itself "a peculiar people 
zealous of good works." 

In conclusion, then, remember that though you 
may not live to see the actual effect of such and 
such a work of your charity, yet it will not fall to 
the ground unrewarded. You know that " a cup of 
cold water" will not be given unnoticed, if given 
with true charity ; much more then will the visit of 
mercy, the friendly word, the Gospel preached, not 
be allowed at last to " lose its reward." Be it ours 
with all zeal and interest to do whatever we can, to 
do our utmost to promote God's glory, and to 
establish His Gospel on earth ; not looking so much 
for the reward, as anxious rather to serve Him, and 
promote the good, the spiritual good of our fellow 
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creatures. Ours, as Christians, is a heavy responsi- 
bility. " Of God's fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace;" and it is our duty, yes, our bounden 
duty, to distribute it to others. We have an express 
command bora the Saviour's mouth: " Freely ye have 
received, freely give ; " " Preach the Gospel to every 
creature." We have an encouragement to the same 
effect: "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that 
He will send forth more labourers into His harvest." 
Yes, and we have a promise too : " Then shall the 
righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
Thee an hungred, and fed Thee } or thirsty, and 
gave Thee drink 1 when saw we Thee a stranger, 
and took Thee in ? or naked, and clothed Thee f or 
when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
Thee } And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto Me." And the wicked "shall 
go away into everlasting punishment; but the 
righteous into life eternal." 
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''Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool." — Isaiah 1. 18. 




[O regular atid so numerous are the mercies 
and blessings which we all receive at the 
hands of God, that if we do not take care, 
and do not sufficiently watch over our 
souls, the natural effect will be the lifting up of our 
corrupt and unregenerate hearts. Where so many 
mercies are bestowed, and bestowed so regularly, 
too, we are apt to regard them in time almost as 
necessaries. We are apt to expect them, to wonder 
if they do not come at the usual time, while the 
real wonder is that they ever come at all. Remem- 
ber, God is not obliged to give us one single comfort : 
one single mercy. He never made an agreement 
with man to keep up a regular supply of blessings 
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and conveniences; and therefore, whether He in- 
creases or withholds the bounty, He is equally 
"justified in His saying, and clear when He is 
judged." The great thing always to keep in mind 
is this: not one of the innumerable blessings we 
daily and hourly receive is deserved. If we could 
realize this fact, we should prize our blessings more 
highly while we have them, and be less inclined to 
murmur when they are withheld or altogether taken 
away. But the profusion with which our heavenly 
Father showers upon us mercies and blessings of 
every description ought to produce a particular 
feeling and sentiment in all our hearts. If you were 
to injure or offend some one of your neighbours, 
and he, instead of calling you to account for the 
offensive word or the unjust deed, were to pass 
over the whole matter ; and, as if endeavouring to 
reinstate himself in your friendship, and make up 
the quarrel, were to make you a handsome present, 
as if nothing had happened, would not such conduct 
arouse a peculiar sensation in your heart ? Yes ; I 
am sure that it would do so in every man, whatever 
his disposition. He might not allow it openly, but 
I am sure that he would feel it. I am sure that, at 
such conduct as this, every one, who had been the 
aggressor, would feel shame. Brethren, God's mer- 
cies ought to make us feel shame ; shame that they 
are so little deserved ; shame that our sins have so 
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deeply offended our Maker; shame that we, who 
profess to be His people, should so grievously tres- 
pass against Him ; shame that, while He is so 
merciful, we are so sinful ; shame that we so often 
"crucify the Son of God afresh;" shame that we 
are so deaf to His warnings, so unwilling to repent 
and turn to Him. And this feeling of shame will 
produce another feeling in our breasts : I mean 
humility. If we are ashamed at God's undeserved 
mercies, we shall also be humbled at the thought of 
our own sin. It is in order that we may reflect 
more seriously on these important subjects, and 
that we may be better able to cultivate that most 
prominent of Christian virtues, that the Church has 
set apart this day, and the following six weeks, as a 
time for deep meditation, for confession of sin, and 
the prostration and humiliation of our souls before 
our offended God. Think not lightly of Lent, 
brethren. Do not regard it as an institution of the 
primitive, rather than the modem Church. Surely 
the modern Church, the latter-day Churchmen, have 
as many sins to bewail and confess as the ancient 
fathers. Here is a golden opportunity for such ac- 
knowledgment, appointed by the Church; and a 
special call to such a duty from our God and 
Father, For what says the text } " Come, now, and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord : though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
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though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool." 

Notice first the invitation ; and secondly, the pro- 
mise. " Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord." Observe first that it comes from 
God. Yes ; this most gracious invitation proceeds 
from none other than our offended God. That God, 
against whom we have so deeply sinned, and whom 
we continue daily to offend, by thought, word, and 
deed, not only proclaims that all who choose to 
come unto Him, shall obtain free pardon and re- 
mission, but He even invites the sinner to take 
advantage of that great and inestimable privilege. 
How many such messages do we meet in perusing 
the sacred pages of God's word ! "Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money, and without 
price." "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." And 
these gracious invitations always express or include 
a promise: as an assurance that those who come 
will not be coming in vain : and the promise is a 
pledge of spiritual mercies, of bounties, and free 
gifts of grace ; of something to refresh the weary 
soul. In one invitation, " wine and milk " are offered, 
freely offered, "without money : " the blood of Christ 
to take away sin, and the milk of the Word to com- 
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fort and encourage the sinner. In another, " rest " 
is offered to the " weary and heavy laden : " spiritual 
rest — rest from the affliction and bondage of sin, 
and an evil conscience ftere ; and the rest which 
" remaineth to the people of God " hereafter. And 
in the text there is another glorious prorpise, which 
we will consider presently. Observe, however, that 
each and all of these free invitations are issued by 
an offended God, That is the point to keep in mind ; 
and thus we shall better estimate the intensity of 
those blessings and mercies which we daily receive : 
for if we had always done our duty, and walked 
before God with integrity and a good conscience 
from our youth up, there would have been no cause 
for wonder at these blessings, because we should 
then have deserved them : but now, since we have 
all gone astray; since "there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one ; " since we are all " unprofitable 
servants;" there is every reason to wonder at the 
persevering mercy and love of God, in thus, in spite 
of our depravity and sin, blessing us with innu- 
merable mercies in Christ Jesus. Brethren, had God 
done nothing more for us than give His Son to die 
for us, there would have been ample cause for our 
wonder^ that one stupendous act of love is by far 
too much for our comprehension : if He had stopped 
there, we should have* no reason to complain. But 
see how He goes on showering down, day after day. 
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mercies, comforts, blessings, luxuries: and see too 
what a return we make to Him. Truly did the 
Prophet say, in the name of the Lord, "All the 
day long I have stretched forth my hands : " there 
is God's love and mercy. But he goes on — "unto 
a disobedient and gainsaying people:" there is man's 
ingratitude and sin. 

But nov/ for the invitation itself. "Come, now, 
and let us reason together." Just consider the ex- 
ceeding love and condescension which are here 
blended together. Observe, God does not say 
"Come, and confess your sins;" or, "Come, and 
hear the charges which I have against you;" or, 
"Come and see how often and how deeply you 
have offended Me; and wonder at My mercy in 
sparing you thus long : " but He says, " Come, and 
let us reason together;" in other words, "Come, 
and discuss the point ; say what you have to say, 
and I will say what / have to say; come, and 
argue with Me; that by gentle reasoning I may 
persuade you that you are a sinner ; come and hear 
the many proofs which I can bring forward to prove 
the matter;" "come, and let us reason together." 
Think of the vastness of the condescension : man 
invited to reason with his Maker! God agreeing 
and offering to enter into a controversy with man ! 
How strange it seems that, with all the love and 
gentleness which God shows, man is constantly, per- 
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severingly, obstinately, wilfully sinning against Him, 
who is so eager, so interested in the salvation of 
each poor sinner's soul ! Among the many gracious 
invitations and encouragements which abound in 
God's word, you seldom find such a height of 
condescension as we have here : " Let us reason 
together." You may find two passages of a similar 
kind ; one in the forty-third chapter of this pro- 
phecy, where the Lord is represented as entreating 
His people to accept His proffered salvation, and 
saying, " Put Me in remembrance : let us plead to- 
gether: declare thou, that thou may est be justified" 
The other is in the sixth chapter of the prophecy 
of Micah, at the second verse : " The Lord hath a 
controversy with His people, and He will plead 
with Israel." And now, what lesson may we learn 
from all this } God's extreme reluctance to punish 
His people, if He can in any way (so to speak) 
find an excuse for them. In the verse just quoted, 
"declare thou, that thou may est be justified," He 
seems endeavouring to avoid the painful course of 
punishment. He pleads with the sinner, and says, 
" declare thou." Bring forward any instance of my 
commands being obeyed ; any " deeds of the law," 
as signs of a living faith, that you may not put 
yourself beyond the pale of redemption and eternal 
life:" "Let us reason together." This is language 
which man very seldom uses to his inferiors. We 
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are generally too quick at accusing others, especially 
our dependents, and finding fault with them, and 
seldom willing to hear what they have to say for 
themselves. We seldom care to listen to a long 
story, which perhaps might clearly prove them inno- 
cent ; but God addresses us, who are lower than 
the lowest degree of inferiors, and says, "Let us 
reason together." Say what you will : give your 
excuse;" "bring forth your strong reasons;" "de- 
clare thou, that thou may est be justified." Oh, that 
this " mind " were in us, " which was also in Christ 
Jesus!" On one occasion, when mett had accused, 
apprehended, and then forsaken and despised one 
of their fellow creatures, for yielding to temptation 
to which they were equally liable, what was the 
Saviour's verdict? "Neither do I condemn thee: 
go, and sin no more." 

But observe, again, that the invitation is un- 
limited, and therefore universal. There is no re- 
striction to Jew or, Gentile; the invitation is to all; 
the promise is made to all : and this is calculated 
to convey comfort to all. No one is excluded. The 
most degraded sinner may "come" and "reason" 
with his God. You remember that the woman of 
Samaria, profligate and wicked as she was, was not 
however considered too abject to converse ; yes, and 
to converse familiarly, with the Lord. So even the 
hardest of hearts may come to the audience-chamber 
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of "the great King." ' Let the desponding one come. 
Let the worldly minded come ; * let the proud, the 
self-willed, and the ambitious come : let the humble, 
broken, and contrite heart come. The Saviour says, 
" Come unto Me all yer " Let him that is athirst 
come ; and whosoever willy let him take the water of 
life freely." " Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters." All are invited. O Lord, grant that 
all may come. 

But another question naturally arises from the 
contemplation of this gracious invitation : How are 
we to accept it } wJien and how are we to ** come 
and reason " with the Lord } Brethren, now is the 
accepted time. This day — ^this solemn Ash Wed- 
nesday — ^is the fittest opportunity you can have for 
beginning, if you have never begun before, to 
"reason" with your God. Fall before Him, and 
confess everything to Him : secret sins and open 
sins : sins which only your own conscience has 
witnessed, and those which have been committed in 
the sight of the world. And as you "reason," 
beware lest you rebel. Beware lest you are tempted 
to feel that God is dealing severely with you in 
convincing you of so much sin, — so many little sins, 
as you call them. It is written, " Come, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord." But it is also 
said, " Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker." 
Remember that, with all your argument, all your 
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skill, you must be found guilty : your cause 15 not 
in the hands of a fellow many subject to like infir- 
mities as yourself, but the hands of an allwise, 
allpure, and sinless God. Therefore, since your 
sin is so evident, so thoroughly indubitable, better 
\XY far to confess it at once. You cannot disguise it ; 
the only thing you can do, is to acknowledge it. 
Go then at once, one and all ; with bended knees 
and humble demeanour bow before the tribunal of 
the Judge ; and then, alone with your God and your 
soul, pour out the depths of your hearts, your inmost 
thoughts and desires, before Him who is ever ready 
to hear your petitions, and who, while He hates and 
abhors the sin which estranges the heart from Him, 
still loves and yearns after the sinner^ who was 
originally made in His own likeness, and for whom 
the blood of His well beloved Son was shed. Pray 
then, in the words of our Church, that your loving 
Father and God may by His Spirit "create and 
make in you new and contrite hearts, that you 
worthily lamenting your sins, and acknowledging 
your wretchedness, may obtain of the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness," for your 
Saviour's sake. 

But, secondly, an encouragement as well as an 
invitation is given you to confess your sins, and 
that encouragement a free and universal promise. 

" Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 

I 
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white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool." Now you see, in this verse, 
that the vastness of the gift is expressed by the 
wideness of the contrast. As crimson and scarlet 
are different from white, so is the regenerate heart 
different from the unrenewed and natural heai;):. 
And this great change is the promised gift. Brethren, 
it is a valuable gift ; for it can only be given by 
One : it is a wonderful and peculiar change ; for it 
can only be wrought by One. It can only be given by 
Christ ; and it can only be wrought by His blood. 
But further, I think we may with propriety trace a 
few features in the metaphor of the expression in 
the text, which will both justify and explain it It 
is said, " your sins " " shall be as white as snowl' 
Now snow is not only perfect in colour, but also in 
its purity. So we may take the passage to signify, 
" Though your heart was before scarlet with sin, it 
shall now be pure and holy, since your sins are 
pardoned and done away by Christ's blood." Or 
we may take the metaphor in another way, and 
illustrate it thus, — "your sins and transgressions, 
grievous though they be, shall now, through the 
efficacy of Christ's atonement, melt away, vanish, 
disappear, as the snow when exposed to the rays of 
the noonday sun." That is to say, " As the natural 
sun melts away the snow, so the * Sun of Right- 
eousness' shall do away your sins, and blot out 
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your transgressions, that they shall be no more seen." 
Again, with reference to the second metaphor, — 
" Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool," we may, I think, explain it in a more fami- 
liar, yet not unscriptural, way. Observe that sins of 
a still deeper and darker dye are mentioned, and it 
is declared that " they shall be as wool." Wool, we 
know, forms one of our chief articles of dress. It 
undergoes a particular process of purifying and 
cleansing, and is at last offered as clothing. May 
we not then illustrate the verse as follows } " Your 
heart, stained and disfigured as it was with the most 
heinous sins, shall now be clothed in righteousness, 
having on the bright ' garments of salvation.' " Or 
we may even pursue the idea still further, and say, 
those very actions, which formerly sprung from 
sinful motives, those very desires, which tken sav- 
oured of nought but sin, now through the renewing 
power of the Holy Spirit, produce such results, 
excite us to do such things, as clothe us with righ- 
teousness ; as gird our loins with truth ; as cause 
our "light so to shine before men," that they may 
be led " to glorify " their and our " Father which is 
in heaven." What I have said is not authorised by 
Scripture : it does not follow that it need be so : it 
it is merely a conjecture ; but it is always interest- 
ing, and also instructive, when we meet with this 
kind of simile in Scripture, to try to adapt them to 
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the case in question ; and not to pass them over as 
merely poetical expressions. We are told that "aZ? 
Scriptue is given bjr inspiration of God ; and is 
profitable." Surely then researches will be of some 
use to us, if made in a humble and inquiring spirit 
These metaphors taken from earthly and natural 
things, are meant to prove the immense contrast 
between God and man, earth and heaven. And if 
we view them as such, we shall not fail to be struck 
with the great truths and encouragements which they 
convey. But to return to the subject before us. Be 
my conjecture true and correct, or not, it is distinctly 
and clearly promised that our " scarlet " sins, and 
our " crimson " sins, shall be made " white ; " that is, 
shall be altogether pardoned and washed away by 
the atoning blood of Christ. Now about this pardon 
there are two things for us to notice : what it is, and 
how we can obtain it. What' is it } It is a free, 
perfect, and efficient pardon. We have commented 
on the freeness, the universality of the invitation ; 
equally general is th^ promise of the text. " Though 
your sins," it is said. No persons or nations are 
specified in particular. It is not "you Jews," or 
" you Gentiles ; " but all you who read or hear the 
Bible ; all you whose eyes or ears meet with this 
glorious invitation ; all you who have been led to 
embrace the faith of Christ and to become members 
of His Church. And while we preach the freeness 
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of the promise to the benighted heathen in distant 
lands, believe it to be equally addressed to your- 
selves. The promise is for the Briton, as well as 
the n^ro : and for the negro, as well as the Briton. 
If you take the whole world in a mass, you will find 
not one to whom it is not addressed ; for each and 
all of mankind it is written ; for their comfort and 
encouragement it is intended. The freeness of the 
pardon is expressed by our Lord in a very simple 
but very beautiful metaphor, — that of water. You 
will find it introduced in many places. Take that 
one in the Gospel according to St. John, where 
" Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto Me and drink." If any man : 
no restriction, no distinction. So there is the pas- 
sage before quoted from the prophecy of Isaiah, — 
"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters." The meanest beggar may drink as much 
as he will of the wayside brook ; no one can pre- 
vent him from quenching his thirst there ; no one 
can extort a farthing from him for the draught 
Equally, ay, and far more free is the promise of 
pardon. "Without money, and without price," 
every one may drink of " the water of life freely." 
Let me quote but one other passage, which is per- 
haps clothed in clearer language than either of these. 
I mean that in the last chapter of the Revelation, 
where the general and gracious invitation is uttered, 
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" Let him that is athirst come ; and whosoever will 
let him take the water of life freelyr Think what 
an immense, what an inestimable gift this is ; this 
pardon through the death and atonement of the Son 
of God. If any of us had power to bestow a very 
valuable favour, we should, of course, expect, if not 
a handsome return, at least some requital for it; 
but God offers and bestows this most precious of 
all gifts freely^ expecting neither recompense nor 
reward. To the rich as well as poor, to the strong 
as well as the weak, the proffered gift is free. No- 
thing to do but to ask for it : unconditional, without 
distinction, perfectly free. Oh, then, when you 
contemplate this amazing proof of God's love for 
sinners, remember and act upon the Saviour's 
maxim, " Freely ye have received, freely give." 

But again, this is 2^ perfect pardon; that is to say, 
all sins are pardoned. It does not apply only to a 
certain class of sins ; " all manner of sin " is par- 
doned by Christ's blood. No sins are too small to 
require it ; none are too great to obtain it. Men 
talk of small and great sins, but in this promise God 
makes no such distinction. In His sight "all un- 
righteousness is sin ; " " whatsoever is not of faith is 
sin ; " " sin is the transgression of the law " of God. 
So that, since there is no actual difference in the 
sins, neither is there a distinction made in the 
bestowal of the pardon. It is for the secret, hidden 
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transgressions, which, have no witness but God and 
conscience ; and for those, too, which are committed 
openly before men. We need pardon for the idle 
word; yes, for the wicked thought^ just as much as, 
if not more than, for the unjust or cruel action. 
Perhaps more ; for without the thought at first, the 
deed would never have been done. Thoughts are 
the parents of actions. The thought of evil, then, is 
in want of pardon. Words, too, are often very 
sinful, very wicked. We injure our neighbour by 
words far oftener than deeds. Many a man is ready 
enough to slander and calumniate a fellow-creature, 
and so tarnish his good report and character, who 
would never think of lifting a finger against him to 
hurt \:C\% person, Jesus has declared, " By thy words 
thou shalt be justified ;" but He added also, "By 
thy words thou shalt be condemned." How faith- 
fully, how fearfully true are the words of St. James, 
when he wrote, " The tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity — an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." Oh, 
pray that your words may be pardoned, for " every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment" And the 
pardon is perfect too in its durancy. It is not valid 
only for a time, after which we shall need it to be 
renewed. Remember, it is not like a papal indul- 
gence, which allows the people to commit certain 
specified sins during a certain time, at the end 
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of which it ceases : the pardon which God gives 
is lasting, everl^s^ng, I do not m^n that we may 
with impunity fall into sin again ; but if we are 
really willing to embrace this gracious gift, and to 
live in such a manner as will show that we duly ap- 
preciate it, and are truly sensible of, and grateful 
for the mercy of our heavenly Father in bestowing 
it, — ^then we may feel that the gift is really ours ; that 
God has given it ; that man cannot take it away. 

Thirdly, it is an efficient pardon. It is efficient 
in justifying us. It not only takes away our sins, 
but it also makes us appear just before God. It not 
only removes the sin, but it takes away also the 
guilt of that sin. It washes our stained hearts in 
the blood of a crucified Redeemer. It turns our 
" scarlet " and " crimson " sins into the whiteness and 
purity of " wool " and " snow." It takes away " the 
stony heart," and gives instead " a heart of flesh." 
Remember St Paul's comforting words to the 
Gentile converts at Corinth : " But ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God." Not only "washed" from sin, but "sanc- 
tified," — clothed with a garment of righteousness. 
Not only " sanctified," but justified, — made to ap- 
pear just ; that is, before God, for the sake of His 
beloved Son. Oh, then, where you are desponding, 
heavy laden with sin, and conscious of its weight. 
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yet doubting whether the pardon can be extended 
to such a sinnef as you, remember that it is an 
efficient pardon ; able to do all that you require j 
able to take away and blot out your sins ; able to 
justify you before God, to bring you to His throne 
"washed," "sanctified," "justified," by the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. 

Such are a few of the principal characteristics of 
the pardon. In conclusion let us say a few words 
as to how it is to be obtained ; especially with re^ 
ference to the important duty to which we are called 
to-day. Yes : until a man is thoroughly humbled 
by the thought of his sin, and brought to confess 
it, and bewail it before God, he will never obtain 
pardon. There must be a secret working of the 
Spirit in the heart to ** convince'' of sin: to prove 
and exhibit sin in its strongest light ; to make the 
sinner feel that there is no middle course. He must 
either be saved or lost, before he will bow in sub- 
mission and penitence at the feet of his offended 
God. It has been truly said, " To be almost saved 
is to be altogether lost." There is no rock, no ledge 
in the gulf between hell and heaven, on which the 
almost persuaded man may rest his foot. If heaven 
is your aim, you must be pardoned, and therefore 
you must seek pardon. Be assured that it will not 
come of itself. If you want it you must ask for it. 
The door will not be opened unless you knock ; yes, 
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and knock so as to be heard. Knock importunately. 
Plead with your God. Say, as Jacob did to the 
angel, " I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." 
If you apply at all, let it be in earnest Lukewarm 
petitions are in fact no petitions at all. Be not 
slack, then, to confess your sins, brethren. It is a 
service, a duty appointed by God for the salvation 
of sinners. Why will you not perform it } Is it 
your pride of heart which prevents you } Do you 
feel it to be a degradation to acknowledge your 
sins } Are you afraid of wounding your own feel- 
ings, if you fall before God and say, " I acknowledge 
my transgressions," " God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner " 1 Believe me, there is nothing to be ashamed 
of in confessing your sins : quite the contrary. The 
degradation lies in the act of sin. You may well be 
ashamed of that : but confession is the only way in 
which you can atone for sin. Rather than feel your 
pride wounded, you should be thankful that the 
Holy Spirit of God has enabled you to see sin in 
its true light ; has shown you yourself in your true 
colours; has spurred you on to do all you can to 
please your offended God ; has given you grace 
to confess your sins. Or is it that you feel that 
you are such a sinner that it is of no tise to confess 
your sins ; that all the confession in the world will 
not save you } Oh, banish from your heart such 
thoughts of unbelief! Cannot you believe the pro- 
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mises of God ? And He has distinctly said, "Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow : though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." Your sins cannot be too deeply stained 
for Christ* s blood to wash out Your heart cannot 
be too hard for Christ's love to melt You cannot 
be too wicked for Christ's atonement to save. You 
cannot be too worthless for Christ to make inter- 
cession for. Take comfort, then, desponding sinner. 
Believe that your Saviour is offering pardon to you ; 
free, perfect, efficient pardon to you. Read all He 
has done ; all He has promised to do ; and apply it 
to yourself. Not only believe that He did all that 
is recorded of Him; but believe that He did \tfor 
you. And when you can do this, your heart will be 
so touched at the idea of Christ's love for you, that 
you will only be too anxious to obtain the promised 
gift of pardon. Pray, then, for the assistance of the 
Spirit of God that you may confess your sins aright; 
that you may "worthily lament " your wretchedness; 
and sue for pardon at the feet of that Saviour, who 
shed His blood for you. Seek Him humbly, peni- 
tently, earnestly, constantly ; and take care that, 
whilst "with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation," at the same time "with the heart," you 
believe " unto righteousness." 
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THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER, 1861. 



" And they were in the way going up to Jenisalem; and Jesus went 
before them : and they were amazed ; and as they followed, they 
were afraid." — Mark x. 32. 




|T is very difficult, in the face of such a 
bewildering array of thoughts and recol- 
lections, as crowd upon the mind, as we 
stand once more on the threshold of the 
Holy Week, to select any one special subject for 
consideration or discussion. The events we have 
now to commemorate are so connected, so inse- 
parably linked together, that we cannot withdraw 
one singly, without partially disarranging the whole. 
So amazing, so stupendous are the successive scenes 
in the mighty drama which this Sunday begins to 
reveal, that we hardly know how to dwell upon them 
with finite minds. Our reason seems dazzled by 
the sight ; and as each day unveils fresh marvels to 
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t)ur view, we are borne along in wondering amaze^ 
ment, firmly believing that so it was, but yet longing 
to ask again and again, " How can these things be ? " 
And perhaps, after all, a feeling of holy wonder is 
the best preparation for the contemplation of this our 
Paschal Week. Perhaps we cannot do better than 
gaze in solemn and admiring awe, upon the won- 
drous accumulation of the events as a whole, before 
we begin, day after day, to think more especially 
of each one as it occurred. And thus we shall be 
better able to enter into the spirit and feeling of the 
Apostles ; and to know something of that deep- 
seated amazement and fear, which came over their 
hearts, as they went up on that eventful journey to 
Jerusalem. 

Let us briefly call to mind the circumstances of 
that journey. The time had now come, when the 
Son of Man was to accomplish the crowning act of 
His life and ministration on earth. That " hour " of 
His, at which He had so often hinted, was now 
arrived — ^the hour of his human weakness. Other 
times there had been, when that weakness was dis^ 
played — the hunger in the wilderness of temptation 
— 'the thirst at Jacob's well— the weeping 2X the 
grave of Lazarus — ^but now that final, consummat- 
ing hour was appearing, which was to be a concen- 
trated fulfilment of all that was " written in the law 
of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms 
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concerning " Christ ; and in which the Word, once 
" made flesh," was as flesh to die ; and to make a full 
and complete atonement for the sins of a fallen 
world. Now was the only-begotten Son of the 
Father to offer Himself as a voluntary sacrifice to 
take away sin. Now was "Christ the Lord" to 
become " obedient unto death, even the death of .the 
cross." No wonder then that the journey up to 
Jerusalem, only a few days before all these events were 
to take place, should have been a solemn, even a 
fearful journey. It would seem that when the Lord 
set His face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem, there 
was a peculiar brightness and special unearthliness 
in His countenance ; as if the thought of that mighty 
scheme of redemption which He was so soon to 
work out, and that signal victory which He was so 
soon to gain over the devil, had arrayed His face in 
somewhat of the Transfiguration lustre ; and that at 
this His followers were "amazed." Or it may be 
that they were astonished at His seeking again the 
Jewish capital, knowing how many enemies He had 
among the Jews, and how eagerly they were watch- 
ing for an opportunity and a pretext to seize upon 
His person : just as they had once before reasoned 
with Him when He was going back to Judaea, 
having heard that Lazarus was sick, " Master, the 
Jews of late sought to stone thee ; and goest thou 
thither again } " And the thought of the probable 
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treatment their Lord would receive at the hands of 
the exasperated Jews, may have caused that the 
faithful band, " as they folllowed, were afraid." 

Anyhow there ,was a deep and solemn mystery 
which hung over that journey to Jerusalem. Not 
one of the Apostles had a definite idea of what was 
to happen, what would be the result. We know 
that the intimations which the Master Himself had 
given were only partially understood : so much so 
that, on one occasion, a too zealous Apostle denied 
indignantly the possibility of such a thing, " Be it 
far from thee. Lord: this shall not be unto thee." 
The first such intimation of His own death which 
Jesus gave was that warning to all who would be 
His true disciples : "If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me." Then for the first time was the manner of the 
atonement foretold. It appears that " to take up 
one's cross" was never used as a proverbial saying 
before it was thus employed by our Lord Himself: 
and thus this obscure, practical maxim, repeated 
more than once by our Lord, was the first little 
intimation which He gave of that cross, in which the 
very chiefest Apostles could glory, and in which the 
very humblest sinners may trust. 

First of all then wonder at the Redeemer's resolu- 
tion — the unflinching sternness of His will. He 
knew full well all that awaited Him at Jerusalem. 
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He foresaw sill that should come upon Him. Al^ 
ready His path was overshadowed with the shadow 
of the cross. Already He seemed to hear the 
soldier's mocking challenge " If thou be the Christ." 
To the Man Christ Jesus all loomed darkly enough ; 
knowing, <is God, all the agonized sufferings He 
was destined to undergo, as Man, But yet His face 
was set " steadfastly." Not fw one moment did He 
flinch from that last journey. We hear of not one 
word of deprecation with the Father thetL Only 
when sorrow after sorrow and pang after pang had 
well nigh worn out that loving soul, did He pray, 
" Father if it be possible." Steadfastly, resolutely, 
boldly was that journey accomplished. A painful, 
a trying journey it must have been. Still it was 
boldly done. Learn we then, the only mode of 
satisfactorily performing unpleasant and uncongenial 
duties. Do them resolutely, and manfully. If we try 
to make any compromise, they will seem far harder. 
The only way is, to set our face steadfastly to do what 
is right. If we make any good resolution, either in 
the affairs of this life, or in religious duties, the only 
way to keep it, is to set about it at once, and boldly. 
Let that be the first thing. Let the accomplishment 
of that be the uppermost care of our minds. If we 
try to draw back, and think that we have undertaken 
too much, we shall never keep it. " Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might" 
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And then, again, if God's hand be laid heavily 
upon us with the stroke of affliction, some upward 
journey marked out for us, like that up to Jerusalem; 
still, if we face it boldly, it may be borne. If we 
can but step manfully, even along a dark and hidden 
path, " casting all our care upon God," and leaving 
it to Him to direct our steps, then there will be no 
cause for fear. Jesus did many things which must 
have been sorely repugnant to the natural self-in- 
dulgent desires of the flesh. He constantly con- 
quered these, and brought His human body into 
subjection to His Divine will: and thus, even on the 
verge of that last journey. He could '* steadfastly set 
His face," and begin it. 

But again, let us wonder at His perfect and willing 
submission to His Father's will : that will which 
had devised through eternity's uncounted ages the 
scheme of man's redemption; that will which had 
marked the co-equal Son as the victim who should 
make the needed atonement ; that will which had 
sent Him to earth disguised as a peasant's child, 
and growing up a wandering teacher in Israel ; that 
will it was His meat to do. All through His earthly 
career He had done it. Ever since His blessed 
mother laid Him in the manger at Bethlehem, while 
Jewish shepherds and Gentile sages knelt before Him 
in thankful adoration, had He done the Father's will. 
His whole life had been one connected act of obe- 

K 
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dience. His ministry had breathed throughout the 
same spirit of filial submission ; '' Lo I come to do 
Thy will, O God." " I delight to do Thy will, O my 
God ; yea, Thy law is within my heart" And now 
it was the Father's will that He should go up to 
Jerusalem, and that there what was written of Him 
should be accomplished. And no doubt it was the 
Saviour's greatest support, when human nature grew 
faint and sad on that trying journey, to think that 
it was the Father's will. No doubt the recollection 
that this was a part of His mission from the Father, 
was to Him like the honey which Jonathan of old 
found dropping in the wood, when he was faint and 
weary with a tedious march. "I mtist work the 
works of Him that sent me, while it is day." "My 
meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and 
to finish His work** How seldom do we perform 
anything, simply because it is God's will! How 
seldom do we set ourselves to any unpleasant or 
distasteful duty, unless our own ends and interests 
are in some way connected with it ! What a glorious 
boast for a Christian that he does this or that merely 
to please God ! How happy is that man (if such 
there be) who can honestly say, with his Lord and 
Master, " I do always those things that please 
Him ! " 

And then, once more, we may well wonder at the 
Redeemer's exceeding lave. What was it that took 
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Him up to that last passover at Jerusalem, but His 
love to God and man ? Love to God, because He 
delighted to do His will : and love to man, because 
already His heart was yearning over a lost world ; 
and He knew that soon the blood of reconciliation 
would be shed. We can almost fancy the look of 
love with which He would gaze on His bewildered 
followers, when He thought that He was soon to 
die for them ; that the sins of a too-zealous St 
Peter, or the want of faith in St. Thomas might 
soon be washed out in His own blood ; that He was 
just about to die for those whom He so dearly 
loved, who had been the companions of his earthly 
fortunes, had been with Him in peril, in hardship, 
in persecution : such thoughts as these must have 
stirred up the very depths of that more than human 
love. And what can the true believer better con- 
template at this time ? What can we dwell upon 
with more fulness of satisfying comfort, than the 
power of redeeming love } What theme can be more 
fitted for the subdued thoughts of the Holy Week, 
than that surpassing love which comes home with 
such power to the earnest heart ; and which speaks 
so softly and so plainly of Jesus to the souls which 
He has bought } Oh, whenever throughout this 
week, we are at a loss for something to think of ; 
or whenever, in moments of solitude, our hearts flit 
away to some worldly, carnal, it may be sinful, 
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object ; then let us at once recall our thoughts, and 
fix them by a bold effort on thisy which must bring 
us pleasure, and comfort, and peace, such as no 
worldly thoughts can give ! 

Christ's love is an inexhaustible theme, for there 
are so many points from which to regard it; so 
many ways in which it presents itself to our thoughts. 
Whether we think of it as providential love, seen 
in each little temporal blessing that makes life so 
happy ; or as redeeming love, paying the penalty 
which we could not pay, making the satisfaction 
which we could not make; or as reconciling love, 
drawing tighter the chain which links man to Grod ; 
or again as mediatorial love, ever pleading for us 
before God's mercy seat, offering up for us the 
feeble prayers that rely only on His intercession, 
and expostulating eageriy and anxiously for some 
of us, " Let it alone this year also ; " still it is all 
the same ineffable love, only seen in its different 
relations, — the purest, holiest, deepest, most enduring 
love, — for He loves His own unto the end. 

But there is another lesson which we may learn 
from that journey to Jerusalem. We read that 
"they were in the way going up to Jerusalem ; and 
Jesus went before them : " He led the way. He 
needed not that any one should go first, and en- 
courage Him along that painful road. He, who 
was to encounter all the danger; to whom the 
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journey was a journey of death ; He led the way, 
and the Apostles followed. Often had it been so 
before, on brighter days, when they had wandered 
by the lake of Gennesaret, or climbed the sloping 
sides of Olivet ; and on daj^ of sadness too, as when 
they followed Him to Bethany, mourning as they 
went, and wist not that they were following "the 
Resurrection and the Life." But now it was very 
different Now they walked, as it were, in darkness. 
Their Lord was leading them up to the city which 
had rejected Him ; whose children had sought His 
very life ; and they could not but think, that His 
re-appearance would excite the same angry passions 
among the Jews, and that His life would surely be 
in jeopardy, if not theirs as well. But still this 
was not the first time they had followed Him into 
danger, and they were not inclined to desert Him 
now. They knew not all that was to happen there ; 
but they did know that the Master had " steadfastly 
set His face to go to Jerusalem," and they would 
go with Him. There "^ds faith here, and attachment, 
and courage. Faith, in that they were satisfied that 
there was a reason for going again to Jerusalem; 
for Jesus never incurred unnecessary danger. At- 
tachment, in that they clung lovingly to Him ; and 
were ready to follow Him, not only in comparative 
prosperity, but no less in the hour of probable 
danger. Courage, because they must have felt 
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sure that He would protect them ; and that, so long 
as they were staunch in their all^iance to Him, 
they need " fear no evil" And besides, Jesus went 
before them. Could they refuse to follow Him 
then t Yes ; it was in the power of flesh and blood 
to refuse even then: at^ least, in our day, it is no 
uncommon thing for a man ''to kick against the 
pricks ; " and when his conscience tells him that 
Jesus is standing just before [him, and beckoning 
him into some dark cloud, he will still refuse to 
obey that call When God reveals to us something 
as clearly and plainly His will ; and that something 
galls and chafes our natural pride; and we make 
excuses; and pretend that, after all, it is not so 
essential ; and, at last, leave it undone ; what is this, 
but virtually refusing to be led ? " Jeshurun waxed 
fat, and kicked." When man is thoroughly puffed 
up with his own conceits, he will not yield to the 
gentle sway of the Gospel. There must be within 
us that confiding love, which glowed in the bosom 
of St. John, to temper the zeal and energy of St. 
Peter's devotion : and these two will serve to keep 
the heart humble, ever on its guard, ever listening 
for the well known voice, and never flinching from 
the path of honest Christian duty. 

Or again, whenever Jesus goes before us, we may 
safely follow. "When He putteth forth His own 
sheep. He goeth before them." Sometimes He may 
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see fit to beckon us out of the foId» and to lead us 
for a while into the lonely wilderness; but even 
there He will speak "comfortably" unto us; even 
in the dark night of sorrow and trial He "giveth 
songs ; " when the road is roughest, and the dark- 
ness thickest, He is at hand. He has trodden that 
same way before, just as He went up to Jerusalem 
in front of His Apostles ; that when their hearts 
should grow faint and apprehensive, and their faith 
colder and less brilliant, they might look forward 
to Him, and take courage. 

But now observe how the Redeemer acted, when 
He finally approached Jerusalem. We might have 
thought that,'when He came in sight of the towers 
and gilded domes of the holy city, and beheld 
before Him almost the very scene of His own death, 
His heart would have grown sick, His steps less 
firm, His countenance pale and downcast : and we 
might have expected Him to enter the city by 
the most private gate, and to wend His way through 
the least frequented streets, to avoid as much as 
possible the observation of His enemies: but how 
widely different was His conduct ! We cannot but 
be struck with the utter absence of anything like a 
culprit's demeanour in the conduct of our Lord. 
Though He knew that He was to die as a malefac- 
tor, though He stood meekly and silently before 
the judge ; still that silence bore witness to His own 
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perfect innocence, and not to a sense of conscious 
guilt So now He determines to enter Jerusalem in 
triumi^, that all may be made aware of His presence. 
And He proceeds at once to the temple, the place of 
most public resort, and where the most powerful oi 
His enemies — the chief priests and Pharisees — ^would 
be sure to be. This conduct seems at first sight at 
variance with what we said above, — that our Lord 
never incurred needless danger ; but now His hour 
was come ; the time for his death was at hand ; and 
so, having well nigh finished His mission, and being 
anxious that all things should be accomplished. He 
chooses to make known His presence at Jerusalem ; 
that now at the appointed time. His own will, and 
that of His father, might be fulfilled. And so, on 
that first Palm Sunday, He rode in majesty into the 
city; fulfilling by the very action an ancient pro- 
phecy, and eliciting exulting shouts of praise from 
the attending multitudes, and glad Hosannas to Him 
that came "in the name of the Lord." For four 
days Jesus pursued unmolested His ministry of 
love. Not until the Thursday night was He be- 
trayed into the hands of His enemies. We gather 
from St Mark's account, that on the Sunday night 
(corresponding to this night) having gone out in 
the evening to Bethany, He slept there, probably at 
the house of Martha, Mary, and the risen Lazarus. 
On the Monday morning He returned to Jerusalem ; 
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cursed the barren figtree on the way; and then 
cleansed the temple of the unlawful traffick which 
polluted it ; retiring again out of the city in the 
evening. As we are not told that He went again 
to Bethany, it seems probable that He withdrew to 
some lonely place^ perhaps the hallowed Mount of 
Olives ; and, as was His wont, spent the night in 
prayer to God. On the Tuesday morning He came 
back to Jerusalem, and walked in the temple ; 
delivered the parable of the thankless husbandmen ; 
and answered many artful enquiries of the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and Scribes; and ended His teaching 
by commending the poor widow's offering to the 
treasury. He then went out of the temple, and 
foretold in powerful language the coming destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and His own second appearance 
on the earth. On the Wednesday, as He sat at 
meat in the house of Simon the leper, Mary anointed 
His feet with ointment of spikenard, and obtained 
her Lord's loving commendation. On the same day 
Judas made his impious covenant with the chief 
priests. On the Thursday, in the evening, He ate 
the Passover with His Apostles ; instituted the most 
Holy Eucharist ; and afterwards washed His Apos- 
tles' feet. Then He sung with them the Psalms 
which were always chanted at the Passover ; and 
went out to Gethsemane. There He underwent the 
agony; there His soul was "exceeding sorrowful 
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unto death ; " and there in the darkness of the 
night He was treacherously betrayed and seized. 
He was led away to the high priest's palace, where 
He was subjected to a short examination, and to 
indignities at the hands of the servants. Early on 
the Friday morning He was led before Pilate ; and 
at last condemned, and crucified. 

Such are the leading events which we ought on 
each day to contemplate if we would make this 
week a really Holy Week to our own souls. This 
is a week which only comes to us once in a year ; 
and it teems with means of grace ; precious oppor- 
tunities; blessed privileges. God's house open to 
us day after day; and the whole theme of the 
Church's teaching "Jesus Christ and Him crucified" 
But then, our meditations on Jesus (and surely we 
do mean by God's special help to meditate on 
Jesus) must not be confined to the house of prayer. 
Rather should they present themselves to us in our 
first waking moments; and be the last peaceful 
thoughts we dwell upon at night Oh, this is no 
ordinary week ; and the more we really feel the 
value of pardon and atonement, the more shall we 
appreciate its solemn contemplations ! And inas- 
much as we cannot (even in the holiest frame of 
mind) dwell profitably on Christ's most precious 
death without prayer ; real, earnest, hearty prayer ; 
let us be impressing each day of this week more 
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effectually on our minds, by resolving to set apart 
some portion (if only a very few minutes) of each 
day for extra prayer, with special reference to 
seeking the help of the Holy Spirit, that the con- 
templations of our Saviour may be truly blessed to 
our souls. 
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" Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with 
His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore 
unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach." — Hebrews xiii. 
12, 13- 



[HE ceremonial law of the Jews, with all 
its forms and appointments, was neither 
more nor less than a series of types. In 
every office, in every ordination there 
was something typified : so that not one of the 
ceremonies which composed it had any value in 
themselves ; but all pointed to one great centre, 
as yet unrevealed, of which they were but the 
"shadow" and "not the very image." And not 
only the ceremonial law, but the whole life and 
proceedings of the Israelites under Moses, from the 
time when they were bondmen in Egypt, pointed, 
in a certain degree, to the same great Antitype, 
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— ^the Lord Jesus Christ: and He was prefigured 
in His twofold character, of a Saviour and Deliverer. 
The life and early history of the Jews set Him 
forth as a triumphant Prince and Deliverer : the 
ceremonial law showed Him to be also a crucified 
Saviour. And this it did in all and each of its 
ordinances, but specially in its sacrifices. If you 
read the commands of God with respect to the 
ceremonies, you will find that it was a continued 
system of sacrifices. Every morning and every 
evening a sacrifice was offered. Whenever the 
priests performed any function or service in the 
tabernacle, it was not complete without a sacrifice ; 
so that, while the sacrifices formed a ceremony, 
a most important one, of themselves, without them 
no other ceremony could be perfect They were 
therefore indispensable ; and in this way they were 
a true emblem of that great event which we are 
called upon to commemorate to-day: the sacrifice 
of Christ for us upon the cross. 

Let us, first of all, trace some points of resemblance 
between the two. 

The sacrifices of the Mosaic law were, we have 
observed, indispensable to Jews, as regards their 
religious ceremonies and duties. Equally indis- 
pensable, then, is Christ's death to the performance 
of our religion. Brethren, if Christ had not died to 
save sinners^ where would have been the use of our 
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professing any religion at all ? And even then, where 
would have been the comfort of religion? Where 
should we have looked for the sweet assurance 
which the Gospel gives of pardon and salvation ? 
How could all our righteousness justify us without 
a Saviour's blood to wash our sinful hearts ? And 
where should we have found a Saviour's blood, but 
in a Saviour's death ? Oh, we do not half value the 
atonement! [We do not half feel how needful it 
was for us. We seldom think of all the " benefits " 
of Christ's death. We seldom think what would 
have been our lot without it. Again, all our re- 
ligious ceremonies are founded on the Saviour's 
death. How is it that we receive grace and spiritual 
strength from the Holy Eucharist } Because we 
then partake, by faith, in a spiritual manner, of His 
Body and Blood ; which were sacrificed on purpose 
to save us from death and everlasting punishment. 
Why is it that, in the Sacrament of Baptism, we 
sign the infant " with the sign of the cross " } It 
is " in token that hereafter he shall not be ashamed 
to confess the faith of Christ crucified, and manfully 
to fight under His banner." That banner is the 
cross : the sign of a crucified Saviour. I fear how- 
ever, that some people, even of the present day, do 
not sufficiently consider the indispensable nature of 
Christ's death. They preach religion, but not a 
Saviour. They talk of morality, but not faith in 
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Christ. They tell you what to do to be saved, as 
far as good works are concerned ; but they never 
tell you how you are saved, or that a living faith 
is necessary. And even if they do preach Christ, 
it is not Christ crucified ; it is not Christ in His 
humiliation; it is not Christ as a Saviour ^ a Re- 
deemer^ a loving Brother: no; it is Christ as a 
Judge, as an awful Arbiter; as one whom people 
are to fear^ but not to love. Oh, brethren ! is this 
Gospel preaching ? Is this preaching Christ cruci- 
fied for sinners } It is teaching men to dread rather 
than love Him. It is keeping them from, rather 
than bringing them to Him. Depend upon it, such 
preachers do not consider Christ's death indispensable 
to man. Yet without an atonement there would 
not only be no salvation ; but no hope, no prospect 
of salvation. Unless the Son of God had died to 
save sinners, we must hav6 been inevitably ruined. 
So in every respect, from every point of view, as 
regards both our temporal and our eternal interests, 
the sacrifice of Christ on the cross was altogether 
indispensable. 

Again, there is a strong resemblance between the 
nature of the Jewish sacrifice, and the atonement 
made by Christ For in what did a sacrifice consist ? 
Two things were necessary : that the victim should 
be slain; and that its blood should be shed. We 
might sometimes be tempted to wonder at the 
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immense slaughter and bloodshed that composed 
the chief part of the Jews* religion; and it might 
seem, at first, to be unnecessary and cruel. But 
we must remember, that without it the religion 
could never have been preserved; the Divine au- 
thority could never have been maintained. The 
Jewish religion was not like our's. They had no 
Bible to tell them that Christ died for sinners. 
They had the most distant notions of a Saviour. 
Therefore their religion was necessarily a symbolic 
religion. They had the covenant of works ; and 
therefore their religion was wholly a religion of 
works. The sacrifices were intended to assure 
them of their position with regard to God, and 
also of what God would do for them: not that 
they knew it at the time; but their religion was 
so much less dependent on faith than our's, owing 
to the remarkable and frequent manifestations of 
the Deity, that they had only to obey. They had 
actually held converse and communion with God. 
They had known Him in all He had done for them. 
They had His law which they were bound to keep ; 
and that law, particularly the ceremonial division of 
it, was designed to keep up God's authority among 
the people; and at the same to show them what 
their sins would bring upon them. This was espe- 
cially seen in the sacrificial laws. The victim was 
first consecrated, then slain ; first dedicated to God, 
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and then its blood was shed. Now I think that we 

may expound this in a twofold manner. The victim 

was consecrated to God ; and the blood then shed. 

So our hearts must be given entirely to God, if we 

hope for the benefit of Christ's death and passion. 

Or again, Christ Himself, our great atoning Sacrifice, 

was dedicated to God, appointed by God, to suffer 

on the cross, and shed His blood for sinners. It is 

expressly stated that the sacrifices were to remind 

the people of their sins. The victim died instead 

of the people. Now we may trace the correctness 

of the Antitype, the Son of God dying for sinful man. 

St. Paul, in the Epistle whence the text is taken, 

applies himself to draw the line between the first 

and second dispensations ; and to show, in every 

respect, the vast superiority of the death of Christ 

over the ceremonial offerings of the Jews under 

Moses. And discussing the necessity of a Saviour's 

death, he quotes from the seventeenth chapter of 

Leviticus, where in the eleventh verse it is said, 

"It is the blood that maketh atonement for the 

soul : " or, as he expresses it " Without shedding of 

blood is no remission." We all remember the strict 

injunctions that were laid on the people on no 

account to eat or consume the blood of those 

animals which were killed for food : " The life of 

all flesh is the blood thereof; whosoever eateth it 

shall be cut off;" "Thou shalt pour it upon the earth 

L 
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as water/* The blood, then, was the life. Without 
the shedding of the life, in short, '' is no remission." 
Therefore Christ, willing in every respect to conform 
with the law for man, and anxious thoroughly to 
accomplish His g^eat and wonderful mission, was 
not only ready to hang on the cross, or to be 
insulted and mocked by His ememies, but He died 
for us. Freely, willingly, of His own accord, " He 
poured out His soul unto death." Without one 
murmur, in the fulness of His love. He gave Him- 
self up as the Atonement for sins which He had 
never committed, knowing what would have been 
the result, if He had not done so. 

But not only was it necessary that the victim 
should be slain; it was also commanded that its 
blood should be shed. And this part of the in- 
junction was complied with in the case of Christ 
in a peculiar manner. It was done, but not de- 
signedly : " One of the soldiers, with a spear, pierced 
His side," as He hung upon the cross : not that His 
blood might be shed; for we are told that, in the 
case of the two malefactors, " they brake the l^s of 
the first, and of the other which was crucified with 
Him. But when thq^ came to Jesus,, and saw that 
He was dead already, they brake not His legs (it 
had been declared "A bone of Him shall not be 
broken ") : but one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced His side, and forthwith came thereout blood 
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and water." Thus unconsciously, without design, 
without intention, was that soldier the means of 
effecting the most important part of the work of 
redemption. By that one careless act of his he 
poured out that blood, which is alone able and 
powerful to wash out sins, and to purify the sinner's 
heart. Oh, if he had but known the efficacy of 
those precious life drops, which his weapon was then 
drawing forth, surely he would not have been able to 
wait, without insuring his own safety and peace, by 
seeking refuge in the very " clefts" which his ruthless 
spear was actually making in " the Rock of Ages ! " 
But we must pass on to notice another resem- 
blance, which we find in the principle or theory of 
sacrifices. It is briefly this. The Israelites, like all 
other men, were sinners ; but, at the same time, they 
were God's peculiar people. He had a peculiar 
interest in them : so much so that He entered into 
a bond or covenant with them. That covenant we 
call the covenant of works, because its terms were 
these : ** If you keep my laws, and walk in my 
statutes, you shall live ; but if you transgress them, 
and harden your hearts through unbelief, you shall 
surely die." It required a perfect, unsinning obedi- 
ence ; but this they were unable to give, for they 
were under the bondage of sin. So then God in His 
mercy, devised a plan by which they might never- 
theless comply with His demands, and obtain for 
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themselves the promised life. He ordained that 
they should, instead of suffering themselves for their 
sins, atone for them by killing certain animals : that 
the victim should, as it were, undertake and bear 
the sins of the people, and die in their stead. You 
will understand this system better, if you take the 
account of the scape-goat God ordered that a goat 
should be brought before the tabernacle ; and that 
Moses should, by placing his hands upon its head, 
transfer to it the sins of the congregation ; and that 
he should then let it take them away with it to the 
wilderness. Just so was it in effect with the sacri- 
fices. The whole principle may be summed up 
briefly thus. The people deserved to die for their 
sins, but they were allowed to kill certain animals 
instead, that ttieir death might atone for them. 
Brethren, we are just like Israel of old, sinful, sin- 
stained, and sin-corrupted. But God, who would not 
that any should perish, has wonderfully contrived to 
rescue us from everlasting punishment, by offering 
in our stead His only begotten Son, by giving Him 
to be a sacrifice and atonement for the sins of all 
the world, by delivering Him up to death that we 
might live. This is the resemblance. Now let us 
ask " Where is the difference } " It lies in this. The 
blood of the Jewish sacrifices could not really take 
away sin ; it only did so figuratively, typically : but 
the Lamb can perfectly, thoroughly, completely. 
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purify the heart from the stain of every sin, and 
create a " heart of flesh," where before was only a 
" stony heart." 

And many other resemblances we might trace 
between the Jewish ceremonial and the death of 
Christ, if time would permit ; such as the purity of 
the sacrifice which consisted of "a lamb without 
spot or blemish ; " those who in both cases offered 
the sacrifice, namely the priests, though acting from 
widely different motives ; the important nature of 
the sacrifice to all, since it was made for all the 
congregation generally. But we must pass on to 
notice the compliance with the Mosaic law, which 
was still further shown in the point which the text 
dwells upon. " Wherefore Jesus also, that He might 
sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered 
without the gate'* Now this is a very remarkable 
point, for we find in several parts of the law that 
sin-offerings, — that is to say, those sacrifices which 
were especially atonements for sin, — ^were to be made 
^* without the camp." In the laws relating to the 
consecration of the priest, we read, in the twenty- 
ninth chapter of Exodus at the fourteenth verse, 
" The flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, 
shalt thou bum with fire without the camp : it is a 
sin-offering!' Take another passage, in the fourth 
chapter of Leviticus and the twelfth verse: "The 
whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp 
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unto a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, 
and bum him on the wood with fire." And again, in 
the twenty-first verse, referring to the case : " If the 
whole congr^^tion of Israel sin through ignorance," 
it is ordered " he shall carry forth the bullock with- 
out the camp, and bum him as he burned the first 
bullock: it is a sin-offering for the congelation." 
It appears then that sin-offerings were, without ex- 
ception, offered "without the camp; in order that 
the interior thereof, and the immediate precincts of 
the tabernacle might not be defiled by them. Christ 
was a sin-offering; and Christ, willing on every 
occasion " to fulfil all righteousness," and to become 
obedient to the law for man," " suffered without the 
gate." Hence it was that " He bearing His cross 
went forth (that is, out of the city) into a place 
called the place of a skull," but "in the Hebrew, 
Golgotha." The victim was taken forth out of the 
camp to be slain : Christ was led out of the city to 
be crucified. The victim was offered on a temporary 
altar of wood : " Christ our Passover " was " sacrificed 
for us " also on an altar of wood, and that altar the 
cross. But beware of fixing too much importance 
on the mere cross. You are not to dwell upon the 
cross of wood; but the cross of atonement The 
great error of the Romanists is, that they rely too 
much on "the outward and visible sign" of atone- 
ment; but not half enough on "the inward and 
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spiritual grace." They are never tired of preaching 
the necessity and importance of wearing a crucifix : 
but this is by no means "bearing in the body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus." They are slow enough to 
impress the power and efficiency of the atonement 
What good would the cross have been, unless Christ 
had died for sinners on it ? That is the point. Christ 
died for sinners. If Christ had not been crucified 
for us, we should have been far worse than crucified. 
But now let me call your attention to one single 
word in the text ; which, short though it be, yet teems 
with interest and meaning: that word "suffered." 
Jesus *^ suffered without the gate." Here we have 
the whole history of our Lord's passion, mental and 
bodily anguish, and finally His death, all condensed 
in this one word. There can be no doubt that 
although Christ was both ready and willing to die 
for sinners, yet the circumstances connected with 
His death were most painful. So much so that we 
find Him, occasionally in His converse with the 
Apostles, unable to restrain a shudder at the pros- 
pect of it On one occasion He exclaimed, " I have 
a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished." He seems to 
say "Oh, that this baptism of fire which I must 
soon endure were now over ! Oh, that this terrible 
ordeal were passed ! Oh, that the cup which I must 
drink were already drained!" There can be no 
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doubt that the ordeal, willingly and even gladly as 
it was gone through, was most terrible. Think of 
the anguish of mind which the Saviour endured. 
Think what must have been the conflict of bitter 
feelings which caused that, ''His sweat was as it 
were great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground." What was it that prompted the cry of 
agony and despair, " O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me ! " What, but exhausted 
human nature } And again, when hanging on the 
cross, the presence of His Father seemed, for the 
moment, totally withdrawn. When there was dark- 
ness over the land, and darkness over a dying 
Saviour's mind ; in the bitterness of His anguish 
He exclaimed aloud, " My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ? " Oh, brethren ! does not this 
speak to us, but too plainly, of a suffering Messiah ? 
And what was it, think you, that excited this bitter 
anguish ? Was it only the near prospect of a pain- 
ful death } Was it only the scorn and derision of 
Roman soldiers } Was it only the unjust and 
cowardly decision of Pilate.? Far, far more than 
this. There was, first, sorrow for sin: sorrow at 
beholding so many thousands of His people lan- 
guishing unconcernedly in misery and ignorance. 
And secondly, there was the overpowering weight 
and burden of sin which He had to bear: the 
sins of the whole world thrust upon His devoted 
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shoulders. The Jewish scapegoat had only to bear 
away the sins of the congregation ; but here we find 
Christ bearing " in His own body on the tree " the 
sins of millions of millions. And thirdly, no doubt, 
there was grief at the thought of how few would 
embrace the proffered salvation ; how few would 
care to have their sins washed out ; how few would 
come to Him that they might " have life." Oh, be 
it ours to use all due care that we may be numbered 
amongst those happy few ! 

But this leads me on to a few remarks on the 
practical, christian duty of which the text reminds 
us, as connected with the death of Christ : " Let us 
go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, 
bearing His reproach." This verse involves two 
questions which at first sight appear somewhat 
puzzling : What is meant by " going forth without 
the camp?" and, how may we be said to "bear" 
Christ's " reproach " } 

And with regard to the first duty mentioned, it is, 
I think, clear that it is to be performed in imitation 
of Christ : that in going " forth without the camp," 
we are not only to go to Him, but to follow Him ; 
not only to set Him as the end and goal of that 
journey, but as the guide and example too. Brethren, 
by going "forth without the camp," you will be 
going out of yourself to seek for Christ. We will 
first take the expression as referring to that greatest 
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hindrance which we have to a perfectly entire sub- 
mission to Jesus, — ^that idol which sets itself up in 
all our hearts almost without our knowledge — self. 
Yes, depend upon it, if there was less of self in the 
world, there would be more Christianity ; if there 
was less of real love and worship of self, there would 
be more extensive and pure religion. In thus, 
however, regarding the passage, the duty is clear : 
we must give up self to go to Jesus, The love of 
self is wholly incompatible with the proper adoration 
and service of God. Out of the camp. There seems 
a certain degree of analogy between this expression 
and that used in another part of the Epistles, where 
the Apostle speaks of the body, in writing to the 
Corinthians, as " our earthly home of this tabernacle. 
There seems an assimilation between the ideas 
conveyed by a " tabernacle " or tent, and a " camp." 
And this will justify the view we have taken of the 
passage. We must go forth out of this earthly, 
mortal, frail abode of dust, — out of the body, — out of 
self; or otherwise we shall never find ourselves 
nearer Christ And if you ask why this is so ; we 
answer, first, Because it is so perfectly at variance 
with Christ's own nature and disposition, that no 
one can imbibe His Spirit, and at the same time 
rear up the idol in His heart. How often did He 
turn aside to relieve the widow's distress, or comfort 
the mourner's tears ! Aye, and if you want one 
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stupendous and indubitable proof of His sacrifice 
of self, look at what He did to-day ; and remember 
that He did not do it for Himself^ but for you. 
This He declares, and justly too, to be the highest 
proof He could give us of His disregard of Himself 
and His affection for us : " Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends." And if you ask for another reason, we 
reply, that When self is set up in the heart, it mono- 
polizes the affections, at least in a great measure, 
and fixes them on itself; whereas Christ has said, 
"Give Me thine heart." He will have it, if you 
give it all to Him: but He does not mean to be 
satisfied with the corner which self can do without. 
He must have all, or none. He does not want to 
share the love of His people with another. If they 
do not think Him worthy of all their confidence. 
He does not think thetn deserving of any of His. 
Oh, remember that He has warned you, again 
and again, that He is " a jealous God ! " He will 
not stoop to listen to half-\ovQ^ and ^^-worship, 
and lukewarm prayers. " God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and 
in truth." And then again, we may adduce a third 
reason to show you how incompatible is the service 
of Christ with that which we are so apt to pay to 
ourselves. "No man can serve two masters:" so 
that however much you might wish to serve Christ, 
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as long as you allow the idol to remain in your 
heart, you will never do so properly. No, brethren, 
you must " go forth out of the camp ; " you must 
follow Jesus out of the vain, and frail, and deceitful 
bulwarks which your god, your idoly is building up 
in your hearts. Ask for His guidance. His direction, 
His assistance, and you will obtain it. He will lead 
you over the same path that He has trodden for 
you before. He will lead you forth out of the city, 
and set you on a lofty mountain above the world ; 
where, in prayer and peaceful communion you may 
feel the joy of being alone with your God : whence 
you may look around you on the busy, wicked, 
pleasure-seeking world; and feel how far happier 
you are in having fixed your thoughts and hopes 
on that " mountain apart," — that hill of Calvary, 
where your sins were washed out, and your salvation 
accomplished. 

But, secondly, we may take the expression of the 
text in a more extended sense. It may refer not 
only to the hindrance of self, but to all those worldly 
stays and interruptions which impede our heaven- 
ward course. "Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world : " " the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life," all 
these are ever ready to hitch and entangle us in our 
godward path. These are the thorns and briers in 
our way. Without these the road would be sweet 
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and pleasant to walk in : but, nevertheless, we must 
shake them off, if we hope ever to get to heaven. We 
must begin now, and we must begin by disentangling 
ourselves from these numerous impediments. We 
shall never get to heaven without trouble, without 
an effort ; and there is St. Paul, a man who by long 
experience knew this to be so, exhorting and encou- 
raging us to make the effort *' Come forth out of 
the camp," he cries. Make the effort at oftce, Jesus 
has gone forth before you : He has led the way for 
you : then follow Him. Do not refuse to tread 
where your loving Saviour has trodden before. Do 
not refuse to carry that cross which He once bore 
willingly for you ; but since He has died " without 
the gate," to "sanctify" you "with His own blood," 
"go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, 
bearing His reproach." But whether you take the 
words of the Apostle as referring to the hindrance of 
self only, or as signifying all the impediments which 
the world in general lays in your heavenward path, it 
is evident that there is something to be shaken off, 
something to be left behind, something to be got rid 
of, which impedes the Christian's progress. Different 
persons have different hindrances ; and to some the 
world would afford greater impediments than to 
others. Many, from their condition or circumstances, 
would find self, the love of self, most effectual in 
choking up the smooth stream on which they are 
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sailing. The world certainly holds out more varied, 
and perhaps more tempting inducements to turn 
aside from the straight path. The power of being 
able to " enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season " is 
doubtless a very strong temptation to many ; but if 
you really wish to walk in the path, straight and 
narrow though it be, which leads to Zion, you must 
renounce all these ; yes, and everything else which 
contend in any way to alienate your heart from God. 
" Go forth therefore unto Him without the camp." 
No exception is made. You may not carry your 
own tent with you : every loved, besetting sin must 
be left behind You must either follow Jesus, stript 
of all the painted garments of worldliness and sin, 
or else not at ail. And if you ask kow you can 
ever set aside all this, to which you have clung with 
so much affection ; or, at all events, with which you 
have been in some way or other mixed up ; we tell 
you that there is one remedy which will cure the 
complaints of every desponding and despairing heart, 
which has never failed : prayer. And if you cannot 
find words suited to your case, what can be more 
simple, and what more expressive, than the prayer 
which our Church has herself compiled, in which she 
teaches you to pray that " whereas, through our sins 
and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in run- 
ning the race that is set before us, God's bountiful 
grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us." 
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One word, in conclusion, as to the other duty men- 
tioned in the text : " Bearing His reproach." We 
may do this in two ways : in suffering with Christ ; 
and suffering for Christ. By suffering with Christ 
I mean, in some measure, as He did. He suffered 
for sin : so too, let us suffer. Let us try to feel 
the burden and the guilt of sin ; let us try to feel 
that our own sins are more than we can bear ; let 
us try to feel that their weight is really bearing us 
down. Again, He was crucified : so too, let us 
crucify our own sinful lusts and affections. St. Paul 
declares, "I die daily;" "The world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world." We may mortify and 
kill all unchristian vices; we may crucify all our 
corrupt and sinful appetites and passions ; we may 
become so dead to the world as that we are not 
enticed and corrupted by its allurements. Christ 
died, and was buried : so too, " we are buried with 
Him by baptism into death." We must die to the 
things of the world ; die to the works of the flesh. 
We must, as it were, bury and hide out of our sight 
all sin. Yes : and then we may hope that, "as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." 

Lastly, brethren, we are called upon to suffer for 
Christ. Not however, as once His people did, by 
persecution and death. But there are many ways 
in which we can suffer for Him now. By patiently 
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enduring to be evil spoken of; by avoiding all rash 
and angry words ; by bearing the taunts and ridicule 
of ungodly men, rather than give up our religion ; 
by meekness under provocation and injury; by act- 
ing with Christian moderation, when the flesh urges 
us to revenge; by undergoing any sacrifice, setting 
ourselves entirely aside, rather than bring reproach 
on the name of Christ In all these, and many other 
ways we suffer /^r Him. It tnay be your lot, as you 
pass through the world, to have to suffer in some 
peculiar manner. Religion is so distasteful to some, 
and others are so obstinate and callous, that the pro- 
fession of it may produce differences, and estrange 
even long standing friendships. Oh, brethren, this 
is a painful effect ; but it is better, yes, anything is 
better than to give up your God ! " Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do," said the Saviour. Be ready 
then, be willing to suffer for Him, if you are called 
upon to do so. Reflect constantly and prayerfully 
on the wondrous proof which He has given you of 
His love, by suffering for you. Trust entirely, trust 
only in the merits of His death. Believe and rely 
upon the full and perfect efficacy of His atonement 
Wash away your sins in His most precious blood : 
and setting the world with all its pomps and vanities 
aside, " Let us go forth unto Him without the camp, 
bearing His reproach," 
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"And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which 
was made unto the fiitbers, God hath fiilfUled the same unto us thdr 
children, in that He hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written 
in the second Psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee." 
—Acts xiii. 32, 33. 



iHE Resurrection of our Lord from the 
dead is, if rightly considered, found to be 
the great secret, the keystone, on which 
the truth and preeminence of our reh'gion 
is founded. It is that which has so powerfully as- 
sured and convinced men of the infallibility of the 
doctrines of our Church ; and that the greatest proof 
of Christ's power and Divinity has become the 
greatest proof of His Church's excellence and Divine 
authority. The fact that Christ rose from the dead 
is a testimony to His divine nature and mission, and 

therefore a testimony too to the genuine nature of 

M 
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His Church, which no other can adduce in support 
of its claims. For this is a fact which not only 
assures the Christian that he belongs to Christ now, 
but gives him hope also of being His hereafter. Yes ; 
the resurrection of our Lord speaks to us, in plainer 
words than any other event could have done, of 
a future state. It gives us indisputable assurances 
" that He which raised up the Lord Jesus, shall raise 
up 14S also by Jesus." Oh, brethren ! were it not for 
the resurrection where would have been our comfort, 
our certainty in our religion ? Were there no future 
world to look to, where would have been the in- 
ducement, the stimulus which this knowledge gives 
to serve God on earth } Truly has St. Paul observed 
" If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are 
of all men most miserable." And therefore we have 
indeed a right to exalt and triumph on our Easter 
anniversary ; to triumph with our risen Lord over 
death and the grave; to triumph over the "princi- 
palities" and "powers of darkness;" to triumph over 
the defeat of our arch-enemy, who, though he put 
forth his utmost power against the Son of God, found 
to his cost that, though he was strong, there was yet 
a stronger than he; that, though he was potent, there 
was one omnipotent. In considering this great and 
glorious event, I shall endeavour to direct your at- 
tention to the two leading points of the text: "the 
promise made unto the fathers;" and that "God hath 
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fulfilled the same unto us their children:" tracing 
out, in the first place, the obscure intimations that 
were given in the Old Testament history of a future 
state, and the resurrection of our Lord ; and showing, 
in the second place, the importance and necessity 
of receiving Christ as a risen^ as well as a crucified 
Saviour, and the certainty also of our own resurrec- 
tion, as foreshadowed by His, And may He, who 
raised up His Son from the grave, raise up any of 
us who are sleeping the sleep of spiritual death, that 
we may rise to "newness of life;" and show that 
we really are " risen with Christ," by seeking " those 
things which are above." 

First of all then, we are to trace out " the promise 
which was made unto the fathers." Although there 
is no direct announcement made in the Old Testa- 
ment of this crowning scene in our Saviour's career 
on earth, there can be no doubt that it is referred to 
in more places than one, " in the law of Moses and 
in the Prophets, and in the Psalms." In the first 
place, take the original promise made to Abraham : 
" In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed." This is an indistinct but a certain intima- 
tion of the resurrection : no doubt it is so, for it is 
several times introduced in the New Testament, es- 
pecially by St Paul, in immediate connection with 
that event. The promise evidently refers to Christ : 
"He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of 
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one : And to thy seed, which is Christ" And surely 
we are not to suppose that only temporal blessings 
are intended : we are not to imagine that Christ 
would give blessing to "all the nations of the earth" 
only for so short a time as the span of human life. 
No: this promise evidently refers to those higher 
blessings those far greater privileges which Christ 
has bestowed on mankind; and of the greatest 
which have been brought " to light through the gos- 
pel" is surely "life and immortality." Since they 
are not only temporal blessings which are intended, 
they must surely last beyond time: and what is this 
but an intimation of a future life } That which is 
not confined to time, must surely extend into eter- 
nity : and here we get a clearer view of the obscure 
way in which this great and leading doctrine is 
introduced in the Old Testament. Farther still, I 
think we may even trace an allusion to Christ as 
" the firstfruits " of this after-life. It is riot said, by 
Thy seed, but " in Thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed." In Christ : that is, " together 
with Christ ; " " one with Christ." We shall be raised 
in the power of Christ, as He was raised before ; in 
the likeness of Christ, — ^holy, incorruptible, as He was 
raised before ; in the glory of Christ, — ascending, as 
He did before, to the realms of light, the Father's 
mansions, the kingdom of heaven. " In Thy seed." 
It seems to imply, in a peculiar way, that Christ 
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was not only to be the giver, but 2^ partaker y a sharer 
of the Gospel blessings ; that they would, as it were, 
be incomplete unless He took part in them; as if 
He were to be mixed up, so to speak, with His 
people in enjoying them. So Christ was the earnest, 
the pledge of His people's resurrection. He rose 
from the grave, that we might be assured that we 
too shall rise. He burst the bonds of death, that we 
might know that death would no longer have any 
power over us: but that the same Divine power 
which raised Him will also one day raise up tis by 
Him. 

Pass we on, however, to the same promise made 
in another form to David ; on which one of those 
magnificent arguments of St Paul is founded, as a 
proof that our Lord's resurrection was indeed a 
fulfilment of what had been from time to time 
prophesied ever since the world began. There are 
two leading passages in the Psalms where the 
promise is introduced : one of which is quoted in 
the text, the other in the next verse but one. I 
will just draw your attention to the passage in the 
sixteenth Psalm, at the tenth verse : " Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell ; neither wilt Thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption." It is evident, as St 
Paul shows, that though David wrote these words, 
yet they cannot refer to him ; " for David (says the 
Apostle), after he had served his own generation by 
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the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption." He died the natural 
death of man; was buried; and underwent the 
usual process of decomposition, returning unto the 
dust of which he was made. So the passage cannot 
be made out to refer to him, "But He, whom 
God raised again, saw no corruption." Here then is 
the great and glorious theme and subject of the 
passage. See how the Apostle comments on David's 
words. "And as concerning that. He raised Him 
up from the dead, now no more to return to corrup- 
tion ; He said on this wise, I will give you the 
sure mercies of David." This expression " the sure 
mercies of David " (or as it is more literally, " the 
holy things:" that is, the blessings which I promised 
to David), refers to this glorious resurrection promise; 
this hope held forth of a rising to life, of which 
Christ was to be the firstfruits, and in which His 
people were afterwards to participate. Oh, brethren, 
be thankful that they are " sure mercies ! " Be 
thankful that you have this pledge, this certain 
proof of your own resurrection, — ^namely, your Lord 
and Master bursting for you the chains of the grave, 
and conquering the last and terrible enemy you 
have to subdue : death. But this passage which I 
have quoted from the Psalms, merely speaks in an 
indefinite manner of a circumstance ; and breaks off, 
as it seems, before the end. It only declares that 



EASTER DAY, 167 

the soul of Christ will not be left in hell (or the 
place to which spirits were supposed to retire when 
freed from the body) ; and that the Holy One of 
God will not see corruption: that is to say, the 
power of death will soon be broken short, the grave 
will not long hold its prey. But this is speaking in 
a negative, indefinite way ; we feel that something 
is omitted. And now we shall the better receive 
and understand the promise as it is expressed in 
the second Psalm : " Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten Thee." Here we shall see what a 
connection there is between the two passages : the 
other speaks negatively of death; this one speaks 
positively of life. The former passage asserts that, 
in the case of the Son of God, death is left behind ; 
this verse declares that life, a new life, is entered 
upon. The one speaks of the shaking off of death ; 
the other of the assuming life, " This day have I 
begotten thee." This day thou art born anew; 
this day thou hast taken upon thee a new life, a 
life of glory, a life of eternity. Thou who didst but 
lately die for sinners, hast now resumed the life 
Thou didst then lay down. There can be no doubt 
again, that this passage refers to Christ : " Thou art 
my Son." He is often alluded to thus, and in other 
ways in the Psalms : " Kiss the Son, lest He be 
angry;," "The rulers take counsel together against 
the Lord and against His anointed;" "The Lord 
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said unto my Lord/' This title seems particularly 
suited to the event it alludes ta For, by His resur- 
rection, Me, who for so many years had by His 
lowliness, His life on earth, His assumption of 
humanity, proved Himself to be indeed the Son 
of Man, declared a? plainly, by that wonderful 
display of glory and exercise and power, that He 
was at the same time the Son of God. 

This then, brethren, was " the promise which was 
made unto the fathers.** In these different ways 
the same great truth was conveyed, or intended to 
be conveyed, — that there will be a resurrection, and 
that Christ should rise from the dead. But there 
are one or two other passages in the Bible where 
the same event is evidently alluded to : in the 
twenty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, at the eighth verse, 
we read, "He will swallow up death in victory.*' 
Now this, like many other prophetic intimations, 
admits of a double interpretation ; having reference 
both to an event future, but near at hand ; and also 
to an event that is very much farther off in point 
of time. Comparing this verse with the context, it 
is clear that it refers primarily to the blessings which 
God showers down on His people, and to the calling 
of the Gentile Church, typified in the sixth verse "as 
a feast unto all people." But surely it has another 
explanation : surely it points beyond, still farther : 
surely it points to a risen, a triumphant Saviour. It 
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is clear that St Paul took it in this sense, for in 
that unequalled chapter, the fifteenth of the first 
Epistle ta the Corinthians, he says : " So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written. Death 
is swallowed up in victory.** The only difference 
being, that while the original text refers chiefly to 
our blessed Lord's resurrection, St. Paul applies the 
quotation to that of His people. Observe the force 
of the expression, "Swallowed up death."^ Death 
was fairly engulfed, overwhelmned, abolished by 
that victory which Christ achieved at the tomb. 
Well may every believer join in the triumph, and 
exclaim, with the eagerness of the Apostle, " O 
death, where is thy sting! O grave, where is thy 
victory!" "Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Then again, there is the passage from Job, quoted 
in our Burial Service : " I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth ; and though, after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." 
Now this passage is well worth your deep considera- 
tion ; for it is the most remarkable, and the fullest 
prophecy, or rather mention, made of the resurrec- 
tion in any part of the Old Testament. And first 
you must bear in mind that it was written very little 
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after the promise which we have been considering in 
Genesis. Though Job's writings are placed after 
those of Nehemiah, he lived in the time of Moses : 
indeed it appears that this book of his was written 
about the time when Moses was keeping the flock 
of Jethro in the wilderness. So that, in fact, this 
clear and hopeful allusion of his was written for 
posterity, in all probability some years before the 
dim and indistinct promise, made to Abraham, was 
recorded. I mention this here, as it makes the 
passage the more remarkable, both for its clearness 
and its comprehensive fulness. Now observe how 
many points are introduced in these two short verses, 
(i) The resurrection of Christ; (2) the judg- 
ment to come; (3) the redemption which He 
wrought out ; (4) our own resurrection ; (5) in 
what manner and nature we shall rise ; (6) that 
we shall hold closer communion with God. And 
these six leading points in the doctrines of our 
Christian Church were alluded to by one who lived 
and died before the Israelites went out of Egypt ! 
"I know that my Redeemer liveth:" here the resur- 
rection of Christ is alluded to. He liveth, who was 
dead : that must imply a return to life. " He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth:" here we 
have intimation of the judgment to come, when "the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven," as the 
Judge of quick and dead. The redemption and 
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salvation procured by Christ's atonement, is set 
before us : Job calls Him " my Redeemer ; " and 
not only so, but he appropriates the boon to him- 
self: ^^my Redeemer." Our own resurrection is briefly 
described in the words "though after my skin, 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God." And the nature of that resurrection is set 
forth : after the usual decomposition of the body, 
still that body would be resumed again (not the same 
in nature^ but the same in appearand)^ so that he could 
say " In my flesh shall I see God." And lastly the 
close communion which we shall be permitted to 
hold with God in heaven is pourtrayed: we shall 
" see God," — not " through a glass darkly," but " face 
to face ; " now " we walk by faith, not by sight ; " 
then our faith will be realized and absorbed in sight, 
for "we shall see Him as He is." We have no time 
to comment further on this beautiful and sublime 
passage ; but it is well worth being read and pon- 
dered upon. There is much more in it than appears 
on the surface ; much more than the casual observer 
would descry. But we must hasten on to refer you 
to one other allusion to the general resurrection and 
a future state, which you will find in the twelfth 
chapter of Daniel's prophecy, at the second verse : 
" And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt." 
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This passage only refers to our own resurrection, 
not to our Lord's : but it is remarkable, inasmuch as 
it enters upon another topic : namely, that of a dis- 
tinction being made between the righteous and the 
wicked, while the glorious inheritance of the one is 
contrasted with the misery and torment of the other. 
It is said too that '' many of them that sleep shall 
awake ; " and this is a metaphor of death and the 
resurrection used especially by St Paul He says 
" We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed ; " 
he speaks also of some " which are fallen asleep in 
Christ." So too of Stephen, it is recorded that " he 
fell asleep." It is interesting and useful to note 
these little connections between the writers of the 
Old and New Testaments on one particular subject: 
it strengthens and confirms the one, and gives still 
more interest to the other ; it warns us too that what 
God has threatened will as surely come to pass as 
what He has promised; and that though the time 
intervening be long, no prophecy will fall to the 
ground unfulfilled in His good time. 

Thus far, brethren, we have traced out those 
passages in the Old Testament which give intima- 
tion of our Lord's resurrection, our own resurrection, 
or a future state after death. And I think we have 
arrived at the conclusion that the resurrection of our 
Lord had a great, a particular object and purpose ; 
and that it did not take place, as other events, with- 
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out a reason or from a mere freak of nature ; but 
that it was worked, and accomplished by the infinite 
power of God : that it was, in itself, the fulfilment of 
ancient prophecies, and also the type, and pledge of 
our own resurrection. Nor was it, again, actuated by 
a sudden impulse on the spur of the moment ; but it 
was evidently a scheme entertained, and revolved 
ever since, and before, the world began : thoroughly 
designed and matured through countless ages, by 
infinite wisdom and unsearchable knowledge. It was 
the grand, though hidden, subject of " the promise 
which was made unto the fathers : " and now " God 
hath fulfilled the same to us their children ;" remind- 
ing us that "we shall not all sleep," but that, 
sooner or later, "we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ." 

But these are reflections which belong rather to 
the second division of our subject ; to show the im- 
portance and necessity of receiving Christ as a risen 
as well as a crucified Saviour ; and the certainty of 
our own resurrection, as foreshadowed by His, Many 
persons seem to think that if they believe that Christ 
died for sinners, that His blood is able to cleanse 
the vilest and most sinful heart, that He has pro- 
cured for man free pardon and salvation, — if they 
place all their trust and hopes in the merits and 
efficacy of His atonement, — ^that this is all they need 
do : whereas it is most highly important, almost 
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equally so, to think of Christ as our risen and ascended 
Lord. I do not mean that such persons deny the 
fact that Christ rose from the dead ; but they do not 
attach any importance to it : they seem to think it 
can have nothing to do with them. Let me quote to 
such persons the words of St. Paul, once more : " If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable." If you do not look upon 
Christ, and dwell upon Him as a risen Saviour, 
where lies all the comfort and hope of religion } If 
you never think of Him as risen and ascended^ how 
can you think of Him as the one who " ever liveth 
to make intercession " for you } And unless you 
can think of Him in His character of "Daysman" 
and "Mediator," how can you think that He is 
pleading for you with His Father > And if you do 
not think, and love to think this, oh, what real 
comfort can you find in religion t Oh, brethren, the 
doctrines of our religion are not meaint to be taken 
up one by one ; you must not dwell upon some, and 
neglect others : you must take them altogether. 
Dwell upon each individually, if you will ; but do 
not leave out any. Nothing is so apt to produce a 
religion of mere sentiment as this. You dwell upon 
some doctrines : you like, for instance, to feel that 
your sins were blotted out in Christ's blood ; but 
you do not equally delight in the thought of a 
judgment to come ; so you do not think of that^—r 
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you try to forget it Oh, this will never lead to a 
true, Christian, practical religion ! You must take all 
its doctrines ; take them and compare them together, 
and see how one strengthens and confirms another, 
and how important they are to be received. The 
Christian loves to think of his risen Lord, firsts 
because it gives him the strongest proof of His 
Divinity ; it makes him feel that His is the one, and 
only true religion ; that he is a member of the only 
real catholic Church. 

Secondly, because he knows that Christ is ascended 
up to heaven to plead for him, to intercede for him, to 
listen to his prayers, to mediate between him and his 
God, and also to prepare a place for him in heaven. 

Thirdly, because his Lord's resurrection reminds 
him of his own ; warns him to walk in the way of God's 
commandments on earth, and encourages him to hope 
that he may inherit a crown of glory hereafter, and be 
numbered among " all them which are sanctified." 

Again, if you do not receive Christ as a risen 
Saviour, you may gradually and unwillingly be led 
into controversies and doubts as to His reality. You 
may in time be induced to hesitate at the doctrine 
of His atonement : you may be led to ask. Did He 
indeed suffer as man for man ? Did He suffer at all.? 
Would not salvation and redemption have been 
given without His going through all that form of 
death and suffering t Brethren, you cannot be too 



176 SERMON X, 

careful in avoiding the being mixed up in such 
disputes, — ^in entertaining for a moment such doubts ; 
for they lead, in the end to nothing short of infi- 
delity and atheism. Believe me, the man, who 
begins to stumble at some one point in our Lord's 
history or character, will soon venture to question 
the authority of another and another, and at last 
will be led to doubt the truth of the whole history 
of the Gospel. It was the great impediment with 
which the disciples met, after our Lord's ascension, 
in their preaching, that they could not persuade the 
people of the reality of the resurrection. They 
could not understand it, and they would not believe 
it It was "thought a thing incredible that God 
should raise the dead." It was so perfectly contrary 
to the laws of nature, and so foreign to the highest 
flights of their imagination, that they either looked 
upon it as an artifice used by the Apostles to entice 
men to embrace their religion, or else as the delu- 
sion of their enthusiastic minds, which no deliberating 
and considering person could imagine or allow. The 
first preachers of Christianity had the more difficulty 
in enforcing this doctrine, because the resurrection 
was, in itself, in fact a supposition : no disciple had 
actually witnessed it The soldiers who guarded the 
sepulchre were bribed to say that they had been 
overcome with sleep ; the devout and early rising 
women were too late. These had the authority of an 
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angeFs voice; but what would the heathen world 
care for that ? So that though the Apostles had no 
doubt but that Christ really was raised from the 
grave, after He had been dead for a certain time ; 
yet they could not pretend to describe the process 
of the resurrection, or explain in what manner and 
likeness their Lord was raised. They knew that He 
was laid, a lifeless corpse, in Joseph's tomb, three 
days before ; and they also knew that the tomb was 
found empty by some of their company, on the first 
day of the week ; and that their Lord appeared to 
them in His usual form during that day, and con- 
versed with them as heretofore. They knew that 
He did rise ; and they knew that He was raised by 
the power of God : but there was not one that 
could actually declare to the people to whom they 
preached, " I saw Him rise." And even if there had 
been any doubt in their own minds, they had the 
direct testimony of the Angel who was sitting in 
the sepulchre : " He is risen ; He is not here," But 
however much they believed it themselves, we can 
understand the difficulty they met with in assuring 
and persuading the people that it was so. A stiff- 
necked, obstinate, and prejudiced people will not be 
persuaded by the clearest evidence, the most studied 
eloquence, or even the testimony of angels. They 
never would exercise any faith. They were always 
crying cait for "a sign from heaven;" but when 

N 
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that was sent it made no difference, for they never 
believed it. A sign had been given to them, a very 
remarkable sign, or type of this actual event of the 
resurrection ; one, too, to which Christ had Himself 
drawn their attention : " the sign of the prophet 
Jonah." There was a peculiar analogy' traceable 
between the case of Jonah and the case of Christ ; 
one so clear that we wonder it did not strike 
and convince even the rebellious Jews. Jonah was 
chosen by lot to suffer for the sins and misdeeds of 
the crew of the vessel in which he was sailing : Christ 
died for the sins of the whole world. Jonah was 
swallowed by a large fish, and remained in its belly 
three days and three nights : Christ was laid in the 
cold dark earth for the same period, according to 
the Jewish calculation. Jonah was saved from the 
perils of the deep, when " the Lord spake unto the 
fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land : 
Christ was delivered from the cruelties and insults 
of His persecutors, from the jaws of death and the 
chains of hell ; and came forth unharmed from the 
grave, — safe on "the dry land," the shore of the 
heavenly Canaan; no more to be mocked and ill- 
treated and cruelly tormented by men; but glorified, 
honoured, exalted and extolled by saints and 
seraphs. Yet even this remarkable sign did not 
convince those for whose benefit and assurance it 
was sent. They hardened their hearts through 
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unbelief. And, in later times, they were equally 
averse to receive the preaching of the Messiah, the 
declaration of His life, His mission, His death, and 
above all His " glorious resurrection and ascension," 
as set forth simply and faithfully by His chosen and 
appointed messengers. Hence, as I said before, the 
resurrection was the key-stone to the Apostolic 
preaching : if a man could once be persuaded of the 
truth of that^ it was comparatively easy to convince 
him of the other leading doctrines of Christianity. 
Another thing, which made it so difficult to prove 
the truth of the resurrection was, that so very few 
knew anything for certain about it. The rest of our 
Saviour's doings and actions while on earth were 
publicly transacted, and publicly seen and known : 
wherever He went crowds attended Him to hear 
His words, and behold His miracles ; very many had 
themselves been permitted to see Him with their 
eyes, and to hear "the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded out of His mouth." But the resurrection was 
so strictly private, so silently effected, that, with the 
exception of the Apostles and the devout women, 
none could give any authentic information on the 
subject ; and, after the resurrection, our Lord con- 
fined His discourses chiefly to the Apostles alone. 
We do not hear of the mighty masses following 
Him then: v/e are expresssly told that God " showed 
Him openly not to all the people." We do not 
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read of any wonderful work which would draw the 
people after Him. So that it seems probable that 
the Apostles and disciples were the only persons 
who were allowed to see, and to converse with their 
risen Lord : and therefore, of course, the people in 
general, knowing that He had been buried, and 
not having seen Him amongst them as heretofore, 
would be less likely to credit the report they heard 
of His having risen from the dead. And this was 
the great subject and theme of all the sermons 
which were delivered by St. Paul, and St. Peter, and 
the other Apostles, after the revival at Pentecost. 
They all united in preaching "Jesus and the resur- 
rection." And though they met with no small share 
of opposition and rebuke, they still persevered, and 
had the satisfaction of seeing a few believers "added 
to the Church," a few more sheep, arrested and con- 
vinced by the preaching of the Shepherd, brought 
home to the fold. Be it, then, for our example, 
that some of those obstinate and prejudiced persons, 
even in those early days of Christianity, were in spite 
of themselves convinced of the resurrection power of 
Christ through the Apostolic preaching; and shall we, 
who live in these enlightened ages, dare to set our- 
selves up against all that is revealed in God's word, 
and say with the bigoted Sadducees, that there is no 
resurrection } Oh, brethren, you must look upon 
Christ as your rise7iy as well as crucified ^dsiowx ! 
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Finally, we must not pass from our Easter reflec- 
tions without one word on our own resurrection. 
We need not here adduce proofs from Scripture to 
show the certainty of that event at the last day. 
We have only need to mention one short passage 
from our Lord's own account of it : " When the Son 
of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy 
angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne 
of His glory." There can be no doubt of it : there- 
fore let us not waste all the remaining time of our 
life in speculating and debating on the probability 
of such an event, exclaiming with antichrist, "Where 
is the promise of His coming } " but rather be it 
our care to prepare for it by casting " off the works 
of darkness " and putting on the whole " armour of 
light;" by crucifying the world to ourselves and 
ourselves to the world ; by setting our " affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth;" by 
becoming "indeed dead unto sin, but alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Whether 
we are prepared for it or not, that day of judgment 
will dawn sooner or later. ^We shall one day behold 
all Adam's countless sons and daughters drawn up 
in terrible array before the judgment seat of Christ; 
" multitudes, multitudes in the valley of derision ; " 
"before Him shall be gathered all nations;" and 
therefore we must appear among the rest. "Why will 
ye die, O house of Israel } " Why put off beginning 
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till to-morrow, if you have not begun ere this, your 
zealous preparation ? Who can say that to-morrow 
will not be the day of their death, perhaps, even 
the day of Christ's second coming ? If you have 
already, wisely and prudently, begun by God's 
grace to prepare yourselves for that day, I can only 
exhort you to go on as you have begun. With 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, root out all that 
is evil, and cleave closer than ever to that which is 
good ; and by diligently fulfilling every part of 
your duty as a Christian, both to God and man, 
fit yourselves for " the great and terrible day of the 
Lord." But if you have not even begun, or thought 
of making such prudent preparation, oh, do not 
delay it again! Begin this very day. Let this 
holy and happy Easter, which celebrated long ago 
your Lord's victory over the sleep of deaths and 
His arising to new life, celebrate also your conquest 
over the sleep of sin^ and your waking to newness 
of life. And as " Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over 
Him ; " so beware of ever again falling into the sins 
which you now resolve to shake off. " Be sober, be 
vigilant." Arm yourselves with the "armour of 
God ; " and " fight manfully under Christ's banner : " 
and so shall you not be ashamed and despairing 
when He shall appear again on earth as the Judge 
of quick and dead. 
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** For our conversation is in heaven ; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to 
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto 
Himself." — Philippians iii. 20, 21. 



HE belief which the Christian so often 
professes in his Lord's ascension, has a 
peculiar interest for him, and a peculiar 
hold upon his heart For inasmuch as 
Jesus has assured us, " by many infallible proofs," 
of the perfection of that manhood which He once 
assumed, and has also clearly convinced us that the 
very same body which was crucified rose again from 
the dead, and lived, and conversed with the sons of 
men, during the mystic forty days that succeeded 
the resurrection ; and since we know from the testi- 
mony of more than one inspired writer, that this 
same body was seen to ascend from the green slopes 
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of Olivet by the congregated band of Apostles ; it 
follows that our blessed Redeemer has by His 
glorious ascension taken up our nature into heaven ; 
and so we, the sinful children of men, have been in 
Him and by Him exalted. He who, as man, suffered 
in the lowest depths of human humiliation, as man 
appeared again triumphant over death; and that 
form in which He had undergone His bitterest woes, 
and achieved His greatest victory, He took with 
Him into the presence of the Father, at whose right 
hand He sits enthroned. 

Seeing then that our nature is thus ennobled ; 
seeing how completely that humanity, which fell in 
Adam, has been restored in Christ, "what manner 
of persons ought we to be," who not only are by 
nature the sons of Adam, but have been made by 
adoption the sons of God ? The great secret of 
the Christian life, that life after which we ought to 
be ever striving, is briefly and powerfully summed 
up by the Apostle in a few striking words : " Our 
conversation is in heaven." 

The Apostles, who with eager eyes tried to pene- 
trate the mantling clouds that hid from their view 
their Master's form, were rebuked by angelic voices : 
" Why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? " that is, 
they were bidden to abstain from the vain and 
useless regrets which their disconsolate feelings so 
naturally suggested, because He whose loss they 
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mourned was ever near them; though they could 
no longer see Him with the natural eye, they might 
recognise and acknowledge His presence by faith ; 
and thus might set cheerfully about the work which 
He had given them to do; trusting in His own 
precious word of promise, "Lo, I am with you 
alway." And we are by them warned to guard 
against a feeling which is too often indulged, — the 
loud and bitter lamentation over that which seems 
to be gone, the guilty indifference to all that re- 
mains; the passionate regret for what an all-wise 
Father has removed, and the neglect of so much 
that still in His mercy is left. Very different is 
the tenor of those solemn words of St. Paul, " Our 
conversation is in heaven." Let us try to gather a 
few profitable reflections, not inappropriate to this 
holy Ascension-tide, from the words of the text : 
leading us as they do to notice, first of all, the 
nature of the Christian's life ; and, secondly, the 
substance of the Christian's hope. And may the 
church's Comforter vouchsafe His covenanted pre- 
sence; and, in accordance with the Redeemer's 
promise, take of the things of Christ and show 
them unto |us. 

This word " conversation," is often used in Scrip- 
ture to represent the whole elementary principle of 
a man's life ; all he thinks and says and does ; the 
way in which he acts, and the motives on which he 
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acts. The word signifies literally a turning abotit; 
and so is used for the sphere in which a man moves, 
and the habits and customs which he acquires in 
the course of his daily walk. The Christian's whole 
manner of life, then, "is in heaven." He is, as it 
were, wrapped up and absorbed in heaven. He is 
not satisfied with thinking of heaven, or speaking of 
heaven, occasionally ; he is not reminded of it 
merely by the associations of Sunday, or the death 
of a friend : but his " conversation is in heaven." 
Something of a heavenly nature is blended with his 
very thoughts, and his life on earth reflects a ray of 
some higher life. His daily work is not merely a 
routine of compulsory duties, but it has for him a 
noble and glorious end. God's glory is ever in his 
view, and so even the drudgery of his earthly calling 
becomes imbued with a sanctifying principle, and he 
finds in the most ordinary and common-place duties 
a path which tends towards that eternal kingdom of 
which he has already had some little foretaste. And 
as in heart, so too in word and deed. His temper is 
kept under control ; his tongue is ever truthful ; 
slanderous and profane words are alike abhorred; 
sympathy and love find vent in acts of quiet, un- 
obtrusive kindness ; and the desire to benefit in 
some way his fellow men comes next to the desire 
to glorify his God. 

But amidst all this there is no outward show. 
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The world often passes such an one by altogether, 
and fails to notice the bright points in his character 
and life. Often it will scoff at such an one, and 
quote in its own way the maxim of the preacher : 
"Be not righteous over much." There is nothing 
to attract the world, because the world can know 
nothing of a " conversation in heaven : " the inner 
life of the true Christian finds no counterpart in 
the character of the worldly man. The votaries 
of pleasure, the men who have no time for religion ; 
the courtiers of the passing " fashion of this world," 
of them more truly might it be said, their conversa- 
tion is on earth, centred and fixed on earth, rooted 
and grounded in the things of earth ; for they are 
"of the earth earthy." But the disciple of Jesus 
aims above the world. He ever bears in mind the 
existence of a higher, holier life, and is ever striving 
to overcome the many influences that combine to 
draw him down to the lower earth. In spirit he 
soars upwards into those realms of light where 
stand, to his keen imagination, the gates of heaven ; 
and while on earth he goes about his daily work, 
and does with all his might that which his hand 
finds to do, in heart and mind he ascends where 
Christ is gone before, and with Him continually 
dwells. He feels that here he has "no continuing 
city : " that this is not his home. He has realised 
the important truth that by baptism he has been 
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made not only a member of Christ's visible churchy 
but also " an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven ; " 
and so he feels that his citizenship is in heaven, and 
he can already claim a sort of brotherhood in Christ 
with the saints and with all " the household of God." 
And, once more, he has laid up his treasure in 
heaven. He has stored up enduring riches in that 
place where alone "neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal." And since his treasure is in heaven, 
there his heart is also ; and while he lives and works 
on earth, his " conversation is in heaven." 

But why should it be so ? Why is this living 
above the world so essential a part of the Christian 
life ? Because thus only can we live in communion 
with our ascended Lord. He is gone up into 
heaven itself " to appear in the presence of God for 
us ; " and if we would dwell in heart with Him, we 
must rise in heart above the world, even as He has 
risen above it in person : " If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." The soul 
must seek its Saviour in the courts of heaven ; it 
must knock at the everlasting doors ; ay, and pene- 
trate within the very holy of holies, that the King 
of Glory may be revealed. Christ is no longer on 
earth : the mansions of the skies have opened to 
receive their Lord, and there He must be sought 
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by His faithful people. The command once given, 
"Touch Me not, for I am not yet ascended," 
becomes a no less imperative injunction, "Touch 
Me, for I am ascended." By faith, by prayer, the 
soul may reach up to the exalted Son; and find 
that His absence in the flesh is but the pledge and 
assurance of His everlasting presence by His Spirit. 

Sin must ever tend to interrupt our communion 
with our Saviour. The effect of sin must ever be 
to rust the link of the chain that binds us to Him. 
If we would know Him and all "the power of His 
resurrection," if we would hold a free and blessed 
intercourse with the Son of God, we must wean our 
affections from the things of earth ; we must draw 
off our hearts from the allurements and induce- 
ments of the world, and strive eagerly and earnestly 
after the attainments of that "mind which was in 
Christ Jesus," and that spiritual ennobling life, 
whose chief feature and characteristic is this, — that 
its " conversation is in heaven." 

Such, then, are the leading points of that inner 
life, which, by the gradual development of God's 
grace within him, the true Christian is enabled to 
lead even here on earth. We have to notice, in the 
second place, the substance of the hope which sus- 
tains him, and stimulates him to endure " unto the 
end." " Our conversation (writes St. Paul) is in 
heaven, from whence, also, we look for the Saviour, 
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the Lord Jesus Christ : who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glo- 
rious body, according to the working, whereby He 
is able even to subdue all things unto Himself." 
The Christian's hope is therefore twofold. He looks 
for the revelation of his Saviour, and for the glorifi- 
cation of his own body. 

And, first, he waits for the further manifestation of 
his Saviour. The same heavenly voices that rebuked 
the sorrowing eleven for " gazing up into heaven," 
also administered a word of cheering comfort, by 
reminding them thus: "This same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." 
And this hope sustained them in the midst of their 
hardships, and labours, and afflictions. As the hour 
of St. Paul's dissolution drew near, he was able to 
look onward with joyful assurance beyond the 
grave, confident that there was laid up for him " a 
crown of righteousness," and that his labour would 
not be " in vain in the Lord." 

It would seem, from expressions which occur in 
the writings of the Apostles, that they expected a 
speedy accomplishment of their Master's promise to 
" come again." And they looked forward with joy 
unspeakable to being so soon re-united to Him 
whom they had loved with so deep and sacred 
affection. Years have since rolled on, and He has 
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not yet appeared ; but still the hope of His coming 
is a bright and joyful hope to His people. Each 
and all of the saints now at rest can testify how on 
earth they thought of their Redeemer's manifestation 
among them, and loved to lean upon the thought ; 
and how they pictured to themselves the glory of 
that revelation, and the passing delight of seeing 
face to face Him who had been the very object and 
aim of their whole heart and life. The Christian 
"looks for the Saviour." His attitude is that of 
the Apostles on Olivet ; save that his daily duties 
are not neglected nor interrupted, but rather quick- 
ened and spiritualized, by his gazing up into hea- 
ven ; and remembering that, when his Saviour shall 
appear, he will be called to account for his works^ 
he strives to accomplish the glory of God in and by 
all he does. » 

And further : the Saviour for whom he looks is 
none other than " the Lord Jesus Christ," the co- 
equal Son, the King of kings. He expects the re- 
velation of Him whom he has ever worshipped ; 
Him at whose footstool he has been wont to pay 
adoring homage. " Saviour " is his " Lord." He 
who "was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
suffering of death," has been " crowned with glory 
and honour." And God has " highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above every name." 
Jesus of Nazareth has been received up into the 
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heaven of heavens ; and the gates of Paradise have 
lifted up their heads to admit the Lord's Anointed. 
This twofold character of the ascended Christ is 
expressed in another passage : ''Him hath God 
exalted to be a Prince and Saviour'' 

At His ascension^ Christ assumed the headship 
of the universal church, and became Lord of all by 
virtue of His sovereign power. "All power (He 
says) is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." And 
yet He is the Saviour too : still He pleads the 
merits of His own precious death ; still He holds 
out the gracious offer of pardon and peace ; still 
from His throne in heaven He cries to every peni- 
tent and contrite sinner, " Look unto Me, and be ye 
saved." And He it is for whom the Christian waits ; 
not dreading His manifestation, for he can say, " I 
know whom I have believed," and he longs to see 
his Master as He is. He looks forward to His 
coming, because he believes that then there will be 
an end of all his sorrows and his trials, his tempta- 
tions, and his sins. He takes comfort in the antici- 
pation, because he feels that it will be a time of 
rejoicing and of triumph to the pilgrim church. 

But there is another reason which tends to give 
joy to the believer when he thinks of the revelation 
of his Lord. He likes to dwell in thought upon the 
event which will be consequent upon it. He waits 
for the day when himself shall be glorified. Now 
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he thinks of his exalted Saviour ; at that day, Ae 

himself shall be exalted. Now, he can only ascend 

heavenwards in heart and mind ; then, he shall 

ascend as Christ ascended,-— even in the flesh. He 

looks " for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ; who 

shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 

like unto His glorious body." Think of the amazing 

mystery contained in these few words. They tell 

us that our frail human bodies shall be changed ; 

and not only changed, but glorified ; and not only 

glorified, but made like unto Christ's body. Oh, 

unutterable wonder, that these our mortal frames, 

subject to every form of weakness, disease, and 

death, shall one day be transformed into deathless, 

undecaying, everlasting bodies! that a time is coming 

when "this mortal" shall "put on immortality;" 

and the " earthly house of this tabernacle," shall be 

renewed, exalted, and ennobled ! " Behold (writes 

the Apostle), " I show you a mystery : we shall not 

all sleep, but we shall all be changed ; " changed from 

corruption to incorruption ; changed from weakness 

to power; changed from dishonour to glory. The 

manner and method of that change who shall say ? 

How it shall be, and when it shall be, we may not 

know. Surely it is sufficient to be told that we shall 

be made like unto Christ. And this brings out an 

important truth concerning the resurrection of our 

Lord. It proves to us that He lives in heaven, not 

o 
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as a spirit, but in human form. Our bodies are to 
be made "like unto His glorious bodyr St Paul 
speaks of the Saviour's body many years after He 
had ascended. And so too spake the angels when 
they said, " This same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven : " that is, in bodily 
form. When He comes to judgment. He will come 
as man. "The Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son : and hath 
given Him authority to execute judgment also, 
because He is the Son of Man!' This, first : and 
then there is another truth involved in the words. 
For since we are to be made like unto Him, it 
follows that as He is so we shall be ; and so His 
resurrection was the type and earnest of our own. 
He rose with tfte same body that died ; but that body 
was glorified^ — endued with such honour as it had 
not known before. And so will it be with us. The 
great change that these our vile bodies are to 
undergo is a change from mortal to immortal. In 
this life, subject to innumerable ills, accident, danger, 
languishing sickness, painful death ; but in the life 
to come subject to no death, no pain, no disease, no 
discomfort. And then our state in our outward 
circumstances will be different as well as in our- 
selves. Here, much that befalls us is uncertain, 
changeable, shortlived ; there, all will be sure, ever- 
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lasting, unlimited. Here, most of our pleasures are 
tempered with something that blunts the keenness 
of our delight ; there, shall there be nought but 
pleasure, full, satisfying, complete. Here, we are 
swayed to and fro by apprehensions, doubts, fears, 
and anxieties ; there, we shall know the fulness of 
the eternal rest : rest in body ; rest in mind ; rest 
in spirit. 

Such thoughts as these we might long pursue; 
but there are one or two other points connected 
with the Apostle's words which we must not overlook. 

We have said that the future revelation of the 
Saviour, and the consequent glorification of the 
mortal body, is the Christian's hope. None but he 
can dwell with comfort on the thought And why ? 
The verses before us suggest the reason. Christ 
will return from heaven : from thence " we look for 
the Saviour ; " and how can a man be looking 
heavenwards, and fixing his hopes on heaven, who 
is not striving to live the heavenly life.^ Those 
only whose "conversation is in heaven," are really 
waiting and looking for Jesus. Those only who 
are trying to attain unto His mind and His spotless 
life, are really expecting and hoping for their Lord's 
return. Before He ascended on high these were 
His words to His chosen disciples, " I have given 
you an example : " that example must be followed. 
His blessed steps must be carefully and prayerfully 



196 SERMON XL 

trodden in ; for thus alone may we hope that our 
lives shall be conformed to His life ; and ourselves 
made like unto Him. 

Again, if we be not made like unto Him here, we 
may not hope to be made like unto Him heareafter. 
The transformation of the heart and mind must be 
daily going on now^ if we would have our bodies 
transformed to Christ's own likeness at that day. 
Even in this life we must in some degree " bear the 
image of the heavenly," and be stamped with the 
image and superscription of the Crucified. We 
must follow Him in humiliation, if we would be 
with Him in glory; we must after Him bear the 
cross, if we would in His presence wear the crown. 
Hear St. Peter's words to the tried and afflicted 
servants of the Most High : " Rejoice, inasmuch 
as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that, 
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy." And St. Paul, writing 
to a Christian bishop, says, " It is a faithful saying, 
for if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with 
Him ; if we suffer we shall also reJgn with Him." 
Only let us strive to glorify Christ with all our 
heart and all our energy now^ and we may rest 
assured that when, at the last great day, we find 
ourselves reunited to our human bodies, He will 
glorify us. And though of ourselves we can do 
nothing to make ourselves like unto Christ, yet He 
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will graciously help us, and by the same power 
which shall one day quicken and exalt our sleep- 
ing bodies, will He now cleanse and sanctify our 
hearts. 

For, lastly, is it not written that the glorification 
of our bodies shall be accomplished " according to 
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all 
things unto Himself"? Christ, our risen Lord, is 
omnipotent Under His governance are all things 
both in heaven and earth ; and all the energies of 
the body, and all the faculties of the mind are ruled 
and swayed by Him. How blessed to think, when 
some sore temptation has well nigh exhausted the 
feeble resistance of our faith, that we have a Saviour 
who "is able even to subdue all things unto Himself!" 
For when we feel the dread power of sin warring 
against our better feelings, and threatening to lead 
us into captivity to its law, there is One at hand 
ever ready to help, ever "able to subdue." One 
before whom Satan has quailed, and from whom he 
has once and again fled baffled and discomfited, 
never more to usurp dominion over the souls of the 
redeemed. In the wilderness of temptation, on the 
cross of Calvary, from the depths of the grave, the 
Lord has triumphed gloriously. " For this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil." And while kings 
and potentates, and all the great ones of the earth 
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are governed by Him alone, and, in all they attempt 
and achieve, do but obey the mandate of His 
sovereign power, He condescends to set up His 
throne in the heart of the humblest and weakest of 
His servants ; to fight in them and with them, and 
for them, against all their spiritual enemies, and to 
prepare them by the workings of His grace now for 
the inheritance of His glory hereafter. Our Lord 
will fight with us against sin, and work with us in 
our strivings after holiness ; but we have no warrant 
for expecting Him either to work or to strive with- 
out us. If we seek His help in our conflict with 
temptation, there must be shown some proof of our 
sincerity by an earnest and honest endeavour on our 
own part to withstand the opposing influence. How 
often do we yield to temptation not so much because 
it is strongs as because we will not be strong ; because 
we will not avail ourselves of the strength offered to 
us, — ^will not put on the armour which can protect us. 
How strange it is, and yet how consistent with the 
pride and stubbornness of our natural heart, that, 
though we have again and again proved the exceed- 
ing weakness of our own strength, we still continue 
to trust in it, and lean upon it, and reject tliat which 
alone deserves the name of strength, — that mighty 
power which "is able even to subdue all things." 
" The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 
When " the end " shall come, and the " vile " bodies 
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of the saints shall be changed and glorified, how 
will they look back upon temptations overcome, 
and sins renounced, and evil desires subdued, and 
say with the Hebrew Psalmist of old, " Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, 
for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake." 
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" They made me keeper of the vineyards ; but mine own vineyard 
have I not kept." — Song of Solomon i. 6. 



|F all the institutions which depend upon 
our Christian charity for support, there is 
none more noble, or more deserving of 
our interest than the vast expanse of the 
mission field. Many and many are the societies 
which have been formed to promote God's glory, 
and the good and well being of man ; but the 
mission field unquestionably takes the lead. And 
this, not so much from its long standing, as from its 
object, and the wideness of its scope. I need not 
tell you, that the object of missionary labour is to 
evangelize the world : to bring all men from all 
parts of the earth to the knowledge of God ; and to 
spread the Gospel of Christ abroad, until " the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
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waters cover the sea," The mission field consists of 
two principal branches : and though from each there 
have flowed divers stnaller institutions, connected by 
the same principle, and formed on the same bases, 
still there are but two fountain heads, as it were, — two 
principal sources, from which these minor streamlets 
derive their origin. And these are foreign missions, 
and home missions. These are the main channels : 
and through one or other of these all missionary 
labour, and all missionary exertion flows. The 
foreign mission, as its name implies, is the field of 
all the labour and efforts that are carried on to 
evangelize the heathen world abroad. The home 
branch directs its endeavours to the conversion of 
the heathen in our own country, arid in our own 
cities. But, strange to say, people in general seem 
entirely to overlook the home missions, the which 
you would suppose would be their first care ; and 
allow the foreign field to monoplize all their atten- 
tion and all their aid. They profess the greatest 
interest in the conversion of the heathen world 
abroad ; and give willing arms to promote the 
spread of the Gospel in Africa and in India : but 
they are at the same time entirely forgetful of the 
vast proportion of their own countrymen who 
are still strangers to God ; the hundreds and 
hundreds who live in profound ignorance of religion ; 
the crowds of mere heathen who are yet to be found 
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even in Christian England. People in general seem 
to forget the vast population which crowds the narrow 
lanes and dense alleys with which the Metropolis 
teems : and hardly one in a hundred but is a pro- 
fessed thief, or a vagabond of the very lowest caste. 
If you were to penetrate into some of the courts 
and passages in the heart of London, what would 
you find ? Nought but a den of infidels. The very 
air reeks with curses and blasphemies ; the name of 
God known only as a byeword ; crimes of every 
kind perpetrated in the light of open day ; drunken- 
ness, profligacy, and vileness of every description, 
carried on almost like a trade. And have we no 
mission field here ? Have we no work to do for 
God here } Are we, can we be justified in leaving 
these alone in their ignorance and sin, while we strive 
so hard to convert the heathen on foreign shores } 
" My brethren, these things ought not so to be." God 
forbid that I should say one word to disparage 
the foreign mission field. God forbid that, by any 
intimation on my part, I should slight that wide 
expanse of interest and labour : for I hold that it is 
worthy of our warmest support ; it is a cause of 
noble, active enterprise, and all honour be to it ! 
and it cannot be too zealously upheld. But I do 
say that we ought not to be so totally devoted to 
that or any other cause, as to be forgetful of our 
own countrymen. Have as much sympathy with 
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the heathen abroad, and as much interest on their 
behalf as you please; but at least let our brethren 
come uppermost in our hearts. Surely they have a 
right to our first attention. Now, as ever, the old 
saying holds good, " Charity begins at home ;" and 
if we form such lofty enterprises as the conversion 
of the worldy surely we had better set out by 
bringing some of our countrymen to God. Brethren, 
we must not agree with the guilty Cain, " Am I my 
brother's keeper } " but rather do our utmost to 
evangelize those among us who are still aliens and 
outcasts, lest the guilt of their sins come upon our 
own heads ; and we incur by our neglect, the tenfold 
shame which Cain felt when God said, " The voice of 
thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground " 
for retribution. 

I shall endeavour to urge the importance of this 
duty more forcibly upon you, by drawing your 
attention, in the first place, to the peculiar position 
in which England stands, as the centre and focus of 
Christianity : and, secondly, to the obligation we are 
under of employing this position for the conversion 
of those of our own countrymen who as yet are 
"aliens from the commonwealth of Israel." And 
may God pour out upon us all a spirit of conviction, 
and a spirit too of brotherly love and charity. 

First then, consider the position in which we 
stand with regard to the other nations of the earth, 
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as the main source and fountain head of Christianity. 
" They made me keeper of the vineyards." 

The Song of Solomon is a figurative or allegorical 
description of the relation that exists between Christ 
and His Church. To a person reading this book 
casually, it will offer nothing but mysterious and 
extravagant metaphor. But with a certain degree 
of attention and thought, we cannot fail to be struck 
with the remarkable depth and intensity of the 
expressions that are used ; and the sublimity and 
truth of those very figures, which at first sight 
appear so bewildering. So that if the book be read 
with serious reflection, we shall find scarcely a word 
which has not some deep meaning beneath the 
surface; scarcely a word, which is either super- 
fluous, or not to the point. And though even to the 
most learned of men, this " Song of Songs " presents 
a certain amount of mystery and difficulty, yet 
there is that in the whole tone of the book, which 
cannot fail to strike the simplest Christian, provided 
he be an attentive Christian, with an idea of sub- 
limity and poetry of a more than ordinary nature. 
Moreover an attentive perusal of the book will show 
us, I think, that it has something of a prophetical 
nature ; that it alludes rather to the Church of the 
Gospel than the Church of the law ; and therefore, 
since it was written so long before that Church was 
established, it is a proplietic allusion. It prefigures 
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the intercourse and communion between the Church 
and her heavenly spouse the Lord Jesus ; and He was 
only imperfectly known as one that was to come, in 
Solomon's time: known only dimly and darkly, from 
the promises made by God to Adam, to Abraham, 
and to David. This book, then, is a description of 
the dealings of a person whom the author had never 
seen ; never heard of, except as one about to be : one 
who was not bom till many hundred years after the 
author of the book was dead. Therefore in whatever 
light we regard his book, we must allow that it is a 
prophetic book, and therefore a book of prophetic 
metaphor. 

We regard the text, then, as a prophetic allusion 
to the state and position of the Church after her 
establishment, by the bringing in of the Gospel 
dispensation, and the birth of Jesus Christ. And we 
see the Church not always in the most favourable 
light. Her failings and her shortcomings are shown 
up, just as truthfully and accurately as her vitues and 
graces. Where she excels in goodness, is dwelt 
upon without ostentation ; and the points in which 
she fails are not glossed over by excuse and 
apology ; but presented to us just as they are. So 
that we have a very true picture of the Church of 
Christ as it is, even so late as \iht present day ; and 
all the more striking from its very truth. 

The expression in the text, " They made me," 
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refers to some persons who have been mentioned 
before. You will find them called by the name of 
" my mother's children." " My mother's children 
were angry with me ; they made me keeper of the 
vineyards." Now we notice, first, the unpopularity 
in which the Church of Christ was held when it was 
originally established. " My mother's children (that 
is, the rest of the world) were angry with me." And 
we know the strenuous efforts that were made to 
check the growth of that infant Church. First of 
all by the cruel Herod, when he massacred the 
innocents of Bethlehem ; hoping thus to annihilate 
the very Founder of the Church. Then when John 
the Baptist was killed, the appointed "Forerunner" 
of the Lord, sent to pave the way for the estab- 
lishment of His religion. Next by the hands of 
the infuriated Jewish mob, when with one voice 
they cried out "Crucify Him, Crucify Him;" and 
put to death the Author of " life and immortality." 
Afterwards when the blood of the martyr Stephen 
was shed by the same exasperated populace. Then 
when they so hotly persecuted the chosen preachers 
and promoters of the Gospel ; and pursued even to 
the death ^^ pillars zxid^ foundations of the Church, 
And lastly, in more recent times, when Satan made 
yet another effort to establish his kingdom on a 
sure foundation ; and to pollute the shores of Britain 
with the false and fatal doctrines of Popery. In all 
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these ways the world hoped to resent the foundation 
of the true Church, and to extirpate it by the putting 
forth of their utmost power. But no : it was not to 
be. Hot and keen as their anger was, it was not to 
last. It was decreed that it should gradualy melt 
before the mild and gentle influence of the Gospel 
of Christ: and that, before the final overthrow of 
nature's citadel, the world should be brought to the 
feet of that very Saviour whom once they were so 
eager to destroy. 

But again, the expression may be taken in a 
narrower sense. The Church of Christ is peculiarly 
a Gentile Church, a Catholic Church ; and therefore 
" My mother's children " may refer only to the Jews, 
In either sense it is equally true and equally the 
case. Very "angry" was the Jewish world when 
the lowly Infant was born in Bethlehem's stable ; 
and they were told that He was their King, their 
promised Messiah. Very " angry " was the patriotic 
Israelite when the Roman governor brought Him 
forth, and said with the bitterest sarcasm, " Behold 
your King." And very "angry" too were they 
when Peter declared " that same Jesus " whom they 
had crucified to be " Lord and Christ ; " and " three 
thousand souls" were convinced and converted. 
And it was the Jews in particular who were so 
active in their attempts to suppress the growth 
of the infant Church. But neither by Jew nor 
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Gentile were God's purposes to be frustrated. The 
*• mother's children/' the brethren of the Church, at 
first were " angry " with her ; and did all they could 
to put an end to her existence altogether : but the 
wise and inscrutable providence of God had decreed 
that their impious schemes should fail; and that, 
instead of annihilating Wis Church, they should, by 
common consent, as it were, exalt her to a very 
noble, and a very eminent position. And thus they, 
who at first were so "angry" with her, have at 
length, by the tacit and mutual consent of nations, 
raised her to a post of the highest honour and 
responsibility, and made her " keeper of the vine- 
yards." No other nation has tried to usurp her 
power : no other people have claimed as their right, 
or attempted to wrest from her, the authority. They 
have done what they could to uproot her; but 
having been singularly repulsed and thwarted by 
the force of the Heavenly Bridegroom, they have at 
last left her comparatively peaceful ; and the Church 
of England now rides supreme over all the nations 
of the known world, — ^the fountain head of Chris- 
tianity, the well-spring of the Gospel, — " Keeper of 
the vineyards." 

God has a great many *' vineyards " in the world. 
He has one under the tropical sun of Africa, and 
another among the Hindoos of India, and a third 
in the clustering islands of the Pacific, and another 
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in the woods and forests of America, — ^and of all 
these, and many more than these, the Church of 
England is the sole " keeper/* Oh, it is a responsible 
post, to be thus answerable for the spread of the 
Gospel : to be thus the agent and steward of God's 
vineyard 1 On England the " Sun of Righteousness " 
has shone with the most brilliant radiancy; and 
therefore on England has devolved the duty and the 
privilege of reflecting those beams on the people 
who still "sit in darkness." England has been 
signally made the main source of religion, of the 
true religion ; and therefore it is her part to provide 
the cisterns and channels through which the life- 
giving stream may flow unsullied and pure to those 
who " hunger and thirst after righteousness ; " to 
those who, like the Saviour at Jacob's well, have 
" nothing to draw with " from the deep well of the 
Gospel. And this is both a duty and and a privilege. 
A duty, because in doing this we are but obeying 
the strict and unconditional command of Jesus : 
" Preach the Gospel to every creature." A privilege, 
for thus we are allowed to be the means of saving 
souls from death, and bringing the benighted heathen 
to the fold of Christ. But however great be the 
responsibility thus incurred, however laborious and 
difficult the task thus imposed, England, made by 
mutual agreement the "keeper of the vineyards," 
did not shrink from her post. No: she thought 
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more of the glorious end of her labours than the 
temporary difficulty she might experience in execut- 
ing them ; and happy in the conviction that she was 
both promoting God's glory and furthering the 
welfare of her brethren and the salvation of the 
world, — trusting at the same time in the Lord for 
her righteousness and her strength, — ^she boldly set 
out on her mighty enterprise, and took the first great 
step towards the evangelization of all her perishing 
and benighted kinsfolk. And, by God's grace and 
mercy, she has hitherto been enabled to continue 
the work zealously and actively ; and not only so, 
but she has, in a great measure, been permitted to 
see the fruit of her labours. Many perishing souls 
have by her means been gathered into the gamer of 
the Lord ; knees that once bowed down to Baal 
have learnt to worship the true God of Israel ; the 
various *' vineyards " have been influenced by the 
genial warmth of the Sun of Righteousness by day, 
and the cooling and refreshing dew of God's blessing 
by night ; and now they are bearing, some more, 
some less, their crop of goodly fruit, to the glory and 
honour of God, and the rich reward of England's 
labour and England's zeal. 

But the " keeper of the vineyards " has not only 
the supervision and direction of the vineyards, but 
also the task of supplying all that is needful for the 
growth and cultivation of the vines. And England 
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has to send out faithful ministers and stewards to 
prune and purge the vines, that they "may bring 
forth more fruit;" and to train the little tendrils 
aright, while they are putting forth their tiny shoots. 
And for this purpose she must provide skilful work- 
men, men who understand how to use the pruning 
knife rightly, who know how and when to apply 
the keen blade of "the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God;" who can treat the tender 
plants gently and considerately, and train them up 
" in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Oh, 
what a blessed thought it is that we are members of 
the true Church, — ^that we can quench our thirst at 
the very source and well-spring of Christianity, — ^that 
from us issue the life-giving streams of the Gospel, — 
that we are made the hallowed means of furthering 
God's purposes of mercy, and converting and saving 
the whole world, — ^that we have been ordained and 
appointed the perpetual "keepers of the vineyards ! *' 
Oh, well may the song of praise and thanksgiving 
ascend from England's shores ! Well may her sons, 
and son's sons, shout forth their gratitude to God 
for such unbounded privileges ! But yet let her 
" rejoice with trembling;" lest, forgetful of the heavy 
responsibilities of her position, she should lean too 
much upon herself, and trust too much and too 
confidently in her awn powers and her awn ability ; 
or be tempted to usurp a portion of the glory and 
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honour of success which belongs to God alone. And 
though by otir means thousands and thousands be 
led to renounce their idolatry and serve the true 
God ; though our preaching convert every islander 
of the Pacific, and every Arab of the desert, yet 
"not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy 
name give glory." 

But we turn again to the text, and find that in 
spite of the bright colours in which the condition of 
the Church is painted, in spite of the glorious and 
honourable position in which she stands, there is 
yet one regret which still rankles in her bosom, and 
seems in some degree to mar the happiness of her 
situation : '* Mine own vineyard have I not kept" 
And this brings us to the second subject for our 
consideration ; namely, the obligation we are under 
to employ our position for the benefit and salvation 
of those amongst us who are still strangers to God, 
and " aliens from the commonwealth of Israel." 

It seems to be a popular idea that heatlien must 
be foreigners ; and that it is impossible for any 
persons who live in a Christian land like this, to be 
ignorant of God, or blind to His purposes of mercy 
in the Gospel. But it is not the worship of idols of 
wood and stone which constitutes a heathen ; any 
more than the mere hearing God's word can make a 
man a Christian. It is not complexion, or colour, 
or native place which makes a man a heathen; a 
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black man may be a sincere and pious Christian, 
and an Englishman may be a blinded and bigoted 
heathen. London, as I said just now, swarms with 
men, women, and children, who absolutely know not 
God, except as a common byeword ; a phrase of 
their own blasphemous language. And they do not, 
for the most part, care to know more. They do not 
try to know more : but, contented with their own 
knowledge, or rather their own ignorance^ they live 
a life of misery and crime ; and die an awful death, 
hardened in their sins. But the fact that they do 
not care to know more of God is no reason why 
we should not induce them to learn about Him ; that 
will not excuse us, at the last day, for having left 
these poor benighted men to themselves, without 
one word of love, one Gospel message. No : the 
" keeper of the vineyards " will have to answer for 
the home "vineyard" no less than for all the rest. 
And then it will be of no avail to plead the amount 
of labour, the number of the vineyards, the ex- 
hausted strength, or the intention iox future exertion. 
The Church's passionate regret, " Mine own vine- 
yard have I not kept," will only condemn herself. 
Brethren, we mtist remember our countrymen at 
home : we must give them our first attention ; our 
first interests. They deserve it : they claim it 

Looking round upon the efforts of the Church at 
the present day, we cannot say that the regret is a 
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general one ; but it is, or ought to be, felt individu- 
ally. We can hardly reproach the Church, as a body^ 
with indifference to her brethren at home ; for we 
behold charitable institutions and societies growing 
up on all sides, with the aim and object of furthering 
Christianity in England. The home branch of the 
mission field is not without its channels of labour 
and exertion : but the stream flows through them 
sluggish and slow. We have a " London City 
Mission," — one of the most praiseworthy and useful 
organizations existing ; a society formed in order to 
accomplish what is so deeply needed, — namely, a 
knowledge, a saving knowledge of the Gospel 
among the squalid lanes and courts in the poorest 
parts of London : a society worthy enough in its 
object, worthy enough in its arrangements, — but 
lacking the means ; eager to promote the work, but 
unable to do so without fresh pecuniary aid. And 
shall we not consider our money well laid out heref 
Or is it that we see more glory, more excitement, in 
converting the benighted heathen abroad, than in 
rescuing the poor sinners at home from the paths of 
death ? Then again there are the Ragged Schools : 
another most worthy channel of useful labour. Here 
the children of London may be taught the way of 
the Lord in their youth, and be saved from a long 
career of guilt and shame by an early acquaintance 
with their Maker ; instructed in those truths which 
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they would never learn at home, brought "up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord," habits of 
cleanliness and piety early instilled into their minds, 
the word of God held up before their eyes as the rule 
and standard of every-day life, — ^and yet lacking the 
means of accomplishing its object And that society, 
which from its long standing, its object, and its 
success, ought to bring in support and assistance 
enough, and more than enough, is actually obliged to 
make a general appeal in the public journals, — ^to lay 
its case before the eyes of the careless and worldly 
readers of the daily papers, — because it cannot 
procure sufficient funds from those who ought, in 
London only, to maintain it with their charity, their 
interest, and their energy. And, once more, there is 
the " Scripture Readers' Association,^ — ^another acre 
of the home vineyard : organized in order to send 
pious laymen among the poorer classes in the 
Metropolis, who may read and expound the Scrip- 
tures to them, and enable them to procure Bibles 
and Testaments at a cheap rate : a society formed 
expressly in order to put the word of life into 
the very hands of every street-sweeper, and every 
mechanic too, in London ; — and yet the same cry is 
raised here as in the other quarters, "We want 
help." Yes, these are the chanels through which 
some of our charity ought to flow. These are the 
sources towards which some of our Christian zeal 
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and labour ought to be excited. And if they fail to 
arouse in us the responding feeling of sympathy and 
compassion, — if we are still deaf to such calls as 
these^ — depend upon it that it will be recorded 
against us in the dreadful book of God's justice, and 
we shall be compelled to confess with shame, '^ They 
made me keeper of the vineyards ; but mine own 
vineyard have I not kept." 

Or even go still nearer home, and here are ample 
fields for charity and energy too. You have, most 
likely. Diocesan associations ; charities which par- 
ticularly concern the diocese of which you are a 
member. And you have parochial calls ; sick and 
needy, poor and infirm, and aged, to whom a 
friendly visit would be as an angel of mercy ; young 
men and maidens, yes, and old people also, to whom 
a word of kindness, or a trifling pittance would 
bring comfort and happiness in their homes and 
hearths. And have you no work to do for God 
here f Think you that your own parish is no comer 
of His vineyard } Oh, you have duty to do in the 
smallest and poorest village or hamlet in England ! 
and the poorer it is, the more 'work you will have. 

But even if you draw the circle still narrower, you 
will find a call for labour. Take your own hotne, 
your own family: the hearts of your wife or hus- 
band, your children, your servants, are part of the 
home yineyard and you must look after them. In 
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every hearty you know, God plants a vine. It may 
grow up fertile and luxuriant, and bring forth fruit ; 
or it may wither and dry up, and prove barren and 
dead. But you must do your best to cultivate it 
and promote its fertility. It is every man's duty to 
look after the spiritual state of his family. They are 
dearest to him in a worldly sense ; and they ought 
to be so also in a spiritual sense. He ought to care 
more for the welfare of their souls, than the well 
being of their bodies : and he ought to prune the 
vines, and purge them, and "dig about" them, so 
that if they should eventually turn out unprofitable, 
it may not be laid to his charge, that he has neg- 
lected to keep his own vineyard. 

In all these ways, brethren, you are called upon 
to labour for God. Whether in a thickly populated 
city, or in a retired country village, or even in your 
own house and among your own family, you must not 
be idle. Because there is not a single spot in all 
England "where two or three are gathered together," 
in which God has not set up a vineyard, a little 
garden of His own planting, watered and nurtured 
by the dew of His own blessing ; and He expects 
and requires all and each of us~ to till the ground 
for Him, to act as His gardeners, to do all that is 
necessary for the welfare and fertility of the plants 
which He has set. 

But it is about the home vineyard in general, 
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rather than each little vineyard iti particular, that I 
wish to speak at this time ; and especially to arouse 
your ardour and interest on behalf of that branch of 
it for which I have to plead. I want you to realize 
in your own minds, what very few people indeed do 
realize, — ^the spiritual condition of the greater part of 
your own countrymen. And for this purpose, I 
would draw your attention particularly to London 
and the maufacturing towns, because it is there that 
the greatest poverty and misery abounds; and there- 
fore it is there that the glad tidings of salvation are 
most needed. Think how many places there are in 
London that persons who have any regard for their 
own moral character would never think of entering ; 
bye lanes and alleys, teeming with infamy and guilt 
in its darkest hue, the haunts of villains of every 
description, — ^places where every spark of virtue has 
been extinguished, and vice reigns supreme and 
undisturbed. Into all such places we must bring 
the Gospel of Christ. The prospect is not encourag- 
ing, certainly ; the future is looming, gloomily and 
hazily, in the distance; but still our orders are 
unconditional, — ^the injunction is peremptory. And 
not till we have penetrated into the remotest and 
darkest corners of London's poverty and London's 
crime ; not till we have " brought life and immor- 
tality to light " in the heart of our manufacturing 
towns, by the word of peace ; not till then shall we 
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have rightly obeyed the spirit of the Saviour's last 
command, " Preach the Gospel to every creature." 
The zealotis labourer in the vineyard will not allow 
himself to be deterred by difficulty and toil. Exer- 
tion and disappointment too often go together ; and 
therefore we must not be disheartened if the tide 
runs less smoothly, or the sky is less clear than we 
expected or wished ; for if we wait for an undisturbed 
and entirely clear path, we shall wait a long time. 
Labour is the Christian's lot in life : but so long as 
that labour is sweetened and lightened by the sense 
of God's presence, — so long as the Christian's daily 
work is accompanied by the knowledge that it is 
work for God, — ^the hardest toil will be comparatively 
easy, the roughest path will be smoothed down ; and 
what was before looked upon as a labour and a 
grievance, will be regarded as a pleasure and a 
privilege. Of course we must expect disappoint- 
ment in this, as in all other undertakings. We 
cannot hope, we cannot believe, that the home 
mission field is to be cultivated and tilled without 
any labour and exertion on our part As in tem-- 
poral, so in spirittuil things : " the sweat of the 
face " alone can bring us food. If we would reap 
the harvest, we must sow the seed, we must plough 
up the ground. If we hope to see the fruit of 
our labour, we must work hard, work zealously, 
work manfully. 
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But again, there is another consideration which 
commends the home mission especially to our 
notice : that in this branch of the vineyard we can 
take a part which we cannot act in the foreign field. 
We can aid our brethren at home not only with our 
pecuniary assistance, but also with active exertion. 
There are few of us, in such a parish as this, who 
are likely to preach to the heathen in person ; we 
send them the word of God by the hands of others^ 
and endeavour by our contributions to maintain a 
constant supply of Gospel tidings among them. 
But here^ there is opportunity for all to test their 
"zeal for the Lord:" here the poorest, the lowest, the 
weakest may do something for God. Our vineyard 
at home is an allotment ground, in which all who 
will may have a share in tilling and cultivating 
the soil, and preparing it for the reception of 
Gospel seed now^ and the ingathering of the 
Gospel harvest lureafter, God Himself is the Owner 
of the vineyard ; but He has " let it out to husband- 
men," on condition that they " render Him the fruits 
in their seasons." Not that they are to work with- 
out hope of reward ; not that they are to bear all 
" the burden and heat of the day," while the fruit of 
their labour goes into other hands : but they must 
remember that the blessing which gives success to 
their toil is not their' s, but God's ; that the vineyard 
is of His planting, and therefore the produce be- 
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longs to Him. The Church has become not the 
owner, but the keeper of the vineyard ; the agent, 
the steward of God's mysteries : appointed to deal 
out, as it were, the abundant fruit of the Gospel to 
all mankind, from the inexhaustible gamer of grace 
and covenant mercy ; and at the same time respon- 
sible to God, as the supreme Lord and Governor of 
the vineyard. And we, brethren, as members of 
His Church, are become sub-agents of the manifold 
gifts of God. As belonging to that Church on earth, 
as incorporate with the Church, we have a share in 
the work, a share in the responsibility, and a share too 
in the reward. The Church has the management 
and direction of the whole vineyard ; and we, her 
children, have each of us a portion of the ground to 
till, to cultivate, and to answer for. To some a large 
allotment has been given ; to some a very small 
one : to each according to his capacity and ability. 
But the man to whom one talent has been g^ven, will 
have to render a full account of that one talent, no 
less than he who received ten. And woe to him who 
lays up his talent in a napkin ; woe to him who 
neglects to till his field, — ^who is too idle or else 
too busy to look after his share in the vineyard ; 
for thus he is in fact neglecting to look after 
" God's heritage," — neglecting to feed the flock of 
Christ. 

Oh, remember, I pray you, the solemn account 
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you will each and all have to give as to the labour 
and the care you have bestowed on the vineyard of 
the Lord's own planting! Consider well that the 
day is coming, perhaps to-morrow's sun may usher 
it in, when the " Lord of the vineyard " will return 
from His journey " into a far country/' and summon 
the husbandmen to render Him the fruits of their 
labour. And '' then shall He sit upon the throne of 
His glory," no longer with the voice of gracious 
invitation, — " Son, go work to-day in my vineyard ; " 
but with the awful command of stern and inevitable 
justice, — ^"Pay me that thou owest" Oh, then^ no 
prayers, no entreaties, no regrets will avail to avert 
the sinner's doom ! Entrusted with the care of 
God's vineyard, he neglected to fulfil the duties of 
his office; and now he survives but to hear the 
fearful sentence of merited wrath and indignation, 
hurled from the lips of the offended Majesty of his 
God : " Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness." Oh, how many in that dread day of 
judgment will pour forth the bitterest regrets, and 
heave the deepest sighs over their wasted time, their 
mis-spent talents, their neglected opportunities! 
How many will exclaim, "Oh, grant me another trial: 
yet ofie more opportunity, that I may show 'my 
zeal for the Lord 1 ' " But then it will be too late. 
Long ago, though they knew it not, the sentence of 
annihilation would have been uttered against them : 
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"Cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?" 
Long ago, the angel of death would have opened 
over their heads his fullest phials of wrath, had 
not the interceding prayers of a loving Mediator 
averted yet again their final doom : " Let it alone 
this year also." But now that year of grace is 
over; the extra opportunity given, but calmly 
squandered away: "the harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended," but the unprofitable servants are 
"not saved." 

" Mine own vineyard have I not kept." Brethren, 
as you hope for mercy at the last day, — as you hope 
to stand before the throne of God, justified and 
accepted for Christ's sake, — it is your duty, your 
interest to feed His flock, to cultivate His vineyard. 
You cannot hope to be saved yourselves, unless you 
take some trouble to save the souls of others. You 
have no right to expect pardon for your own sins, 
unless you are trying to lead your fellow creatures 
to the source of pardon and peace. " Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me." Think 
of that I Think, that by loving and caring {or your 
fellow men, you are showing your love for Christ I 
Think, that by plucking some poor sinner "as a 
firebrand plucked out of the burning," you are 
winning a soul to Christ ; and so upholding and 
adorning " the doctrine of God our Saviour ! " 
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Think, that by teaching others to love Him, you are 
binding yourself still more securely to that bosom 
of love, strengthening and tightening the cords of 
sweet communion, and uniting the believer's soul 
to his Divine Master I By thus laying out your 
life for Christ, you are more and more becoming 
one with Him ; daily assimilating yourself more and 
more to His image ; daily conforming yourself more 
and more to your glorious Pattern and Example: 
and let this thought inspire you with fresh ardour 
to win souls to Him. 

I think that the one great reason which prevents 
men from paying as much attention to their vine- 
yards as they ought to do, is that they do not 
sufficiently realize in their own minds the vastness 
of the responsibility. Men in general seem to forget 
that they are answerable for all they do : they for- 
get that they must hereafter give an exact and 
accurate account of their actions, and therefore 
they are not careful enough to frame their actions 
in accordance with God's will : they grow cold and 
apathetic in their religious principles, and so, by 
degrees, they come to neglect their duty altogether; 
or else they do not sufficiently consider the incum- 
bency of the duty. They do not sufficiently consider 
mission work as a duty : they look upon it rather as 
an occupation, — ^well enough in its way, and for those 
who have the means and the ability to promote it 
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on a larger scale ; but they do not see it in the light 
of an individual duty, incumbent on the poor as 
well as the rich, — the specified and general duty of 
£ach and all It is a duty enforced not by man; 
not by the Church : but by God The whole Bible 
teems with encouragements, precepts, exhortations 
2tnd express injunctions to brotherly kindness and 
charity; and we must act up to these command- 
ments, as we hope to be saved. Yes, brethren, it 
is strong language, but I am persuaded that it is 
Scriptural language: as we hope to be saved, we 
must try to save our fellow creatures. Oh, I would 
that each onewdis kindled and inflamed by an ardent 
desire to save souls! Oh, I would that each one 
were stirred up by the Spirit of the living God, to 
bring new converts to the Church of Christ ! Of 
what use is all our ostentation, all our display, so 
long as we have not the spiritual welfare and salva- 
tion of lost souls at heart ? " Though I bestow all 
my goods (says St. Paul) to feed the poor, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing!^ It is not the 
desire to display our wealth that is needed ; but the 
desire to save living, ever-living souls. Hear how the 
great Apostle prays : " My heart's desire and prayer 
to God for Israel is, that they might be saved** Call 
you not that charity 1 A whole lifetime spent in daily 
exertion, and that exertion attended by the heaviest 
persecution, hardship and labour; not the easy 

Q 
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preaching which the Gospel minister has now-a- 
days, but the delivery of a strange message to a 
strange people, the publication of new tidings to an 
obstinate and unbelieving nation, the preaching of 
Christ crucified to those to whom this Gospel was a 
rock of offence, and a stumbling block. And what 
was it which spurred on those zealous preachers to 
such unwearied, unabated activity? What, but a 
burning desire, a longing to collect new votaries to 
the banner of the cross, new volunteers to the 
service of Christ and the Church militant of His 
body and fellowship. 

Surely you are not ignorant of the moral and re- 
ligious state of the greater number of your brethren. 
You must be aware that hundreds of Englishmen 
are living in continued enmity to God : you cannot 
have lived all this time in total blindness to the sin 
and misery that are in the world. And will you 
not aid so useful, so charitable, so Scriptural a work 
as the evangelization and conversion of all those who 
know not God } Will you not add your assistance, 
though it be no more than the widow's mite, towards 
gathering so many perishing souls into the garner of 
Christ } But if not, — ^if, in spite of all the precepts 
and warnings and incentives of the Bible, in spite 
of all the entreaties and injunctions of your min- 
isters, — you still turn a deaf ear to the calls of 
public charity, and the earnest cry not only of 
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foreign idolaters but of your own countrymen, 
" Come over and help us/'— when Christ shall come 
a second time to judge the world, and when you 
shall stand before His tribunal to receive your final 
sentence, then youths will be the impassioned, yet 
vain regret : " Mine own vineyard have I not kept." 
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